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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWIN F. BLOSSOM, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Lynn, in the county of Essex and Common 

5 wealth of Massachusetts, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Shoes, of which 
the following, taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a specification. 
Myinvention relates to shoes, and more par 

Io ticularly to shoes of the lace variety in which 
the foot-opening is closed and the shoe se 
cured to the foot by suitable lacing devices. 
The object of my invention is to produce a 

shoe of this type in which the foot-opening 
I 5 shall be of such shape as to facilitate the in 

sertion of the foot into the shoe and also to 
improve the lacing devices of such shoe, where 
by the instep and ankle portions of the upper 
may be independently adjusted. 

2O To this end my invention consists of a shoe 
in which the foot-opening comprises substan 
tially horizontal and vertical sections, and, 
further, a shoe in which the lacing devices 
comprise two or more substantially independ 

25 ently-adjustable groups or sections, whereby 
the shoe may be easily put on and taken off 
and may be more perfectly adjusted to the 
ankle and instep. 
My invention is shown in the accompany 

3oing drawings, in which 
Figure 1 shows the shoe closed, and Fig. 2 

... shows the same shoe open. 
Similar letters and figures of reference re 

fer to similar parts throughout both views. . 
The shoe comprises the vamp 1 and the 

quarters 2 and 3. 
For the purpose of opening the shoe-upper 

for the insertion of the footitis provided with 
the foot-opening A, formed by the meeting 

4o edges of the quarters 2 and 3 and preferably 
upon the inner side of the shoe, whereby it 
may be easily reached to operate the fasten 
ing devices when the shoe is on the foot by 
placing the foot of one leg upon the knee o 

45 the Opposite leg. 
For facilitating the putting on and taking 

off of the shoe the foot-opening may be of the 
contour shown. - 
As shown, the opening formed by the meet 

5o ing edges of the quarters extends from the 
top downwardly and backwardly to a point 
in the upper intermediate the top and the 

sole. From this point the foot-opening ex 
tends forward and downward to the edge of 
the vamp. As shown, the opening may curve 55 
at the angle 6 and also be downwardly curved 
at the point where it meets the vamp, such 
curves adding to the grace and beauty of the 
shoe. By forming the foot-opening as shown, 
with the substantially horizontal and verti- 6o 
cal portions, the quarters are capable of be 
ing spread open to a great extent, and thus 
permit the easy insertion of the foot into the 
shoe. - 

As shown in Fig. 2 and by dotted line ac in 65 
Fig. 1, the shoe is made up without the tongue 
usually employed in lace-shoes, and instead 
thereof one of the quarters (in the shoe shown 
the rear quarter) is provided with an exten 
sion of substantially the shape shown, which 7o 
projects beneath the opening formed by the 
meeting edges of the quarters and prevents 
the admission of dust and dirt into the shoe, 
at the same time forming a protection to the 
foot from pressure of the devices used in clos- 75 
ing the foot-opening. The edge of the exten 
sion is shaped as shown, with the reéntrant 
curve, in order to prevent its buckling and 
ruffling up when the ankle is bent in walking. 
The foot-opening, as shown, is closed by 8o 

means which insures the independent adjust 
ment of the upper or quarters to the instep 
and ankle. 
The preferred form of closing and fasten 

ing is shown in the drawings and comprises 85 
a lacing land suitable lacing hooks or studs 
d, around which the lacing is passed in the 
usual manner. 
At some point intermediate the bottom and 

top of the foot-opening, preferably at the base 90 
of the vertical portion thereof, there is se 
cured to the shoe - upper some convenient 
form of clamping device to clamp the lace 
and to prevent the strain exerted by said lace 
upon the upper above said clamping device 95 
from being transmitted to the upper below 
said clamping device, and thus, as before set 
forth, there is produced the substantially in 
dependent adjustment which is desirable in 
lace-shoes. The clamping device may be of Ioo 
any preferred form or arrangement, that 
shown being well adapted for the purpose, 
and comprising the lace-fasteners B" B', 
formed of wire, which are placed one upon 
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each edge of the quarters adjacent to the 
foot-opening in such manner that the inter 
mediate portions of the lace may be passed 
into and be firmly clamped by the same and 
thence continued upon the hooks or studs to 
the top of the shoe, where they are secured. I 
I may use similar clamping devices B B at the 
bottom of the foot-opening, as shown, in order 
to prevent the lace from becoming detached 
from the shoe, and also similar clamping de 
vices B* IB° at the top for securing the free 
ends of the lace without tying the same. 
By making the foot - opening as shown I 

produce a shoe which can be readily and 
quickly put on and taken off, and by my im 
proved lacing device the upper of the shoe 
can be adjusted across the instep independ 
ently of the adjustment around the ankle, 
which is a feature greatly to be desired in 
lace-shoes. 
Having fully described the invention and 

its mode of operation, what I claim as new, 
and desire to protect by Letters Patent of the 
United States, is 

1. A shoe provided with a foot-opening ex 
tending downwardly substantially vertically 
at the side of the shoe to a point intermediate 
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the top and sole, and thence substantially 
horizontally to the edge of the vamp, a lacing 
closing the opening, and means for the inde 
pendent adjustment of the portions of said 
lacing closing the vertical and horizontal por 
tions of said foot-opening, substantially as 
described. 

2. A shoe provided with a foot-opening ex 
tending downwardly substantially vertically 
at the side of the shoe to a point intermediate 
the top and sole, and thence substantially 
horizontally to the edge of the vamp, a con 
tinuous lacing closing the opening, a series 
of hooks or studs along the foot-opening 
through which the lacing is freely movable, 
and lace-clampsinterposed between the hooks 
or studs to fixedly hold the lace at an inter 
mediate point, arranged to permit an inde 
pendent adjustment of the lacing at the in 
step and ankle, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand, in the presence of two attesting wit 
nesses, this 23d day of June, 1896. 

EDWIN F. BLOSSOM. 
Witnesses: 

BENJAMIN PHILLIPS, 
A. E. WHYTE. 
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