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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cmarims S, Mirrs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Middletown, county of Orange, and State
of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Printing-Plate
Bases, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to novel means for
justifying printing plates of different thick-
nesses on bases.

As is well known stereotype, electrotype
or similar plates are considerably- thicker
than etched plates, the former being gen-

erally 11 point, while the latter are 16 gage.

Thus in justifying these two different kinds
of plates, the former requires a thinner
block than the latter, the requirement being
that the combined thickness of the thick
plate and its block is equal to the combined

thickness of the thin plate and its block.

By my invention, one and the same sup-
porting means will justify both kinds of
plates, so that multiplicity of parts is ob-
viated and simplicity in manipulation is
insured. :

Tn the accompanying drawing: Figure 1
is a plan of a base embodying my invention
showing it applied to arelatively thin plate;
Fig. 2 an end view thereof; Fig. 3 a cross
section through a single supporting block

showing a superposed relatively thin plate;

Tig. 4 a similar view showing a superposed
relatively thick plate; Fig. 5 a_perspective
view of the block; Fig. 6 a similar view
of one of the end clamps; Fig. 7 an end
view of a pair of longitudinally alined
blocks with an interposed filler, and TFig.
8 a perspective view of the filler.

The supporting block 10 is adapted to
support either a relatively thin printing
plate 11, such as an etched plate or a rela-
tively thick printing plate 12, such for in-
stance as an electrotype plate, both plates
being justified and then set in a chase ready
for stereotyping. Block 10 is of parallelo-
pipedal shape with rectangular base and its
length corresponds substantially to the
width of a column. The height of the block
is greater than its width, the difference be-
tween height and width being equal to the
difference between the thicknesses of plates
11, 12. That is to say the thickness of thin
plate 11 plus height @ of block 10 is equal
to the thickness of thick plate 12 plus width
y of the block. Thus if plate 11 is to be

justified block 10 is placed upon its side y
as a base (Fig. 3) while when plate 12 is
to be justified the block is placed upon its
side @ (Fig. 4).
one and the same block is adapted to sup-
port both kinds of plates at a common level,
so that the use of differently sized blocks
for plates of different thickness is entirely
obviated. Plates 11, 12 are generally of a
length to extend over a number of blocks
10 as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. The
ends of .the plates are beveled as at 13, such
beveled ends being adapted to engage
clamps 14, removably fitted to the flanking
blocks 10. Each clamp 14 comprises a flat
plate-like lower section 14* which corre-
sponds in height substantially to the width
y of block 10, and of a beveled flange 14°,
the height of which is nearly equal to that
of thick plate 12.

Means are provided for removably at-
taching clamp 14 to either the side @ or ¥
of block 10. These means consist of a pair
of pins 15 projecting from one face of clamp
section 14* and adapted to engage either of
a pair of apertures 16 or 17 formed in two
adjoining sides # and y of block 10. When
a thick plate isto be justified, clamp 14 is at-
tached to side v (Fig. 4) while when a thin
plate is to be justified the clamp is attached
to side = (Fig. 3). It will be seen that in
the latter case, the lower portion of flange
14> is overlapped by the upper section of
side @, so that the height of the protruding
upper portion of flange 14 corresponds al-
most to the thickness of plate 11. It is
preferred to form the apertures 16, 17 in all
of the blocks 10, so that either one of said
blocks is adapted for use as a flanking block.

Plates 11, 12 are frequently of a width to
extend over two or more columns, in which
case a number of blocks 10, must be arranged
end to end in longitudinal alinement (Fig.
7). Here it is necessary to_interpose be-
tween each pair of adjoining blocks, a filler
to blank the column. This filler consists of
a plate 18 corresponding in height and
length to the height and width of block 10.
To sustain the filler in position, it is pro-
vided with a laterally extending pin 19
adapted to removably engage an aperture
920 formed in the end of block 10.

" Tt will be seen that by the invention de-
scribed, ready means are provided for justi-
fying variously dimensioned printing plates
within the chase, so that the use of a multi-

It will thus be seen that
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plicity of differently shaped supporting
blocks is entirely obviated. As the same
end clamps and the same fillers may also be
used for differently dimensioned plates, a
large saving in working equipment is ef-
fected, the necessity of making different se-
lections for different plates is avoided, and
simplicity in manipulation is insured.

I claim:

1. A support for printing plates of dif-
ferent thicknesses, comprising a block of
greater height than width, an end clamp,
and means for removably securing sald
clamp to either of two adjoining sides of
said block.

2. A support for printing plates of dif-
ferent thicknesses, comprising a block of
greater height than width, and having aper-
tures in two adjoining sides, and an end
clamp having pins adapted to engage said
apertures. .
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3. A support for printing plates of dif-
ferent thicknesses comprising a block of
greater height than width, a flanged end
clamp of a height nearly equal to the aggre-
gate width of the block and the thickness of
a relatively thick plate, and means for re-
movably securing said clamp to either of
two adjoining sides of the block.

4. A support for printing plates of dif-
ferent thicknesses comprising a block of
greater height than width, a filler corre-
sponding in height and length to the height

and width of the block and adapted to be:

interposed between the ends of ‘a pair of
said blocks, and means for removably se-
curing said filler to one of said blocks.

- CHARLES S. MILLS.

Witnesses:
M. M. Dawiews,
F. C. Davis,

Copies of this patent may be obfained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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