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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN B. WOOD, of Brook 

lyn, Kings county, State of New York, have 
invented a new and useful Device for Tighten 
ing and Slackening Shrouds, Stays, Guys, &c.; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying sheet 
of drawings, making part of this specification. 
This invention is in the nature of an im 

provement in a device for tightening and slack 
ening shrouds, stays, guys, and other ropes 
and lines that require to be at times slackened 
and at others tightened; and the invention 
consists in a device for tightening and slack 
ening shrouds, stays, guys, &c., constructed 
with two jointed levers, one of said levers be 
ing slotted and having Within the slot a cross 
head, to which is fixed the upper end of a clevis 
or shackle, all combined, arranged, and oper 
ated in the manner more particularly herein 
after described. 
In the accompanying sheet of drawings, 

Figure 1 is a side view of device in its closed 
position, keeping the shroud taut; Fig. 2, a 
side view of device open, with shroud slack; 
Fig. 3, a front edge view of device closed and 
cross-head; Fig. 4, a detail of cross-head in perspective. 

Similar letters of reference indicate like 
parts in the Several figures. 

It is frequently necessary to temporarily 
displace some of the shrouds or stays on ves 
sels, particularly when taking in or discharg 
ing cargo, that no obstruction will be offered 
to the free loading or unloading of the cargo; 
and with shrouds and stays as they are ordi 
narily secured, especially when wire ropes are 
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used, it is not an easy matter to detach their. 
ends for the purpose of temporarily removing 
them from the sides of the vessel. To facili. 
tate such removal, and at the same time ena 
ble the shrouds or stays to be again quickly 
set up, I construct a device consisting of two 
levers, A and B. These levers are by a rule 
joint, a, united together at their lower ends, so 
that the edges of these levers may be close 
together parallel with each other, (see Fig. 1) 
or be opened outward nearly in prolongation 
of each other, as shown in Fig. 2. 

The upper end of the lever A is formed with 
an eye, b, and to this lever, near its upper end, 
is pivoted a shackle, C. 

In the lever B is made a slot, D, and into 
this slot is fitted a cross-head, E, to which 
cross-head, by means of screw-nuts c, are se 
cured the upper ends of a clevis or shackle, 
F, and to this clevis or shackle is attached a 
chain, H, and hook I. 
Now, when my device is constructed sub 

stantially as above described, it is operated in 
this wise: The lower end of the shroud, stay, 
or guy G is passed through the eye band there 
made fast in any suitable manner. This end of 
the shroud or stay so secured should extend 
to within three or four feet of the deck of the 
vessel, the lever B then being opened from 
the lever A, as shown in Fig. 2. The hook I 
is made fast to a ring bolt or strap in the deck 
or bulwark or other place. The lever B is 
next turned up parallel to and against the le 
ver A, and the shackle C turned over the end 
of the lever B, keeping the levers A and B 
rigidly in place. The shroud or stay will then 
be taut and in position. Now, to temporarily 
detach the lower end of this shroud or stay 
for any purpose it is simply necessary to turn 
up the shackle C, thereby releasing the upper 
end of the lever B, and turn down the lever so 
released until it is brought down nearly in 
prolongation of the lever A, as shown in Fig. 
2, and as the lever B is in this way opened 
and brought down the cross-head E is forced 
to travel to the end d of the slot D, and thereby 
slacken the shroud or stay to which the device 
is attached to an extent equal to the distance 
from the pivot of the rulejoint a to the end d 
of the slot D, thereby enabling the hook I to 
be detached from the eyebolt or strap into 
which it is hooked. 
The tightening of the shroud or stay before 

described is effected by the force exerted by 
the lever B when it is brought from its ex 
tended to its closed position, carrying with it 
the slack of the shroud and chain, and caus 
ing the cross-head to follow in the slot D to 
the end e, and remain in the position shown 
in Figs. 1 and 3. 

It is to be understood that the device con 
sisting of the levers A and B and the other 
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parts described are fixtures to, and in fact 
form part of, the shrouds or stays to which 
they are secured, it constituting a yielding 
joint, substantially, that enables the speedy 

5 tightening or slackening of the shrouds in the 
manner hereinbefore set forth. 
Having now described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1o 1. A device for adjusting shrouds, stays, 
guys, &c., consisting of two hinged levers, in 
combination with a slot and traveling cross 
head, to which cross-head is fixed a clevis, 
substantially as and for the purpose shown 

5 and described. 

2. In a device for adjusting shrouds, stays, 
guys, &c., the combination of two hinged le 
vers with a pivoted shackle, substantially as 
and for the purpose shown and described. 

3. In a device for adjusting shrouds, stays, 
guys, &c., a sliding cross-head, in combination 
with two hinged levers, substantially as and 
for the purpose shown and described. 

JOHN B. WOOD. 

Witnesses: 
CHAs. E. SIMMS, Jr., 
G. M. PLYMPTON. 


