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(57) Abstract: A thermoelectric conversion element having: a lower electrode formed upon a substrate; a thermoelectric conversion
layer formed covering some of the lower electrode; and an upper electrode formed upon the substrate away from the lower electrode,
and along the surtace of the thermoelectric conversion layer, said upper electrode being provided such that the thermoelectric con-
version layer is sandwiched between the upper electrode and the lower electrode. The cross-sectional shape of the thermoelectric
conversion layer is inclined such that an area facing the upper electrode and descending towards the substrate gradually moves fur -
ther away from an end section of the lower electrode in the direction of conduction. As a result, a thermoelectric conversion element

is provided that has a suitable upper electrode and high reliability.
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