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(57) Abstract: Lighting optical equipment (10) comprises a light source unit (11) having a light emitting tube (12), an ellipsoidal
reflector (13) and a collimating lens (14), a first lens array (16) for splitting a light beam emitted from the light source unit (11) into
a plurality of partial light beams, and a lens (19) for superposing respective partial light beams split by the first lens array (16) on the
image forming region of a liquid crystal panel (41). The liquid crystal panel (41) is arranged with microlenses (421) in association
with pixels on the incident side of a rectangular image forming region and lighted by means of the lighting equipment (10). The
collimating lens (14) is located at such a position that the diameter of a light beam reflected off the ellipsoidal reflector (13) becomes
longer than the short side but shorter than the long side of the image forming region of the liquid crystal panel (41), and the rectangular
effective light beam transmission region of the first lens array (16) and the superposing lens (19) has a side dimension set to be not
shorter than the short side of the image forming region of the liquid crystal panel (41) but not longer than the long side dimension.
According to the arrangement, a lighting optical equipment in which the image quality can be enhanced while reducing the size can

be provided, and a projector comprising it can also be provided
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