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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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SWIMMING DEVICE. 
1,216,452. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Feb. 20, 1917. 

Application filed July 8, 1916. Serial No. 108,213. 
To all whom it may concer, . . . 
Be it known that I, MARTIN JELALIAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at the 
city of Cranston, in the county of Provi 
dence and State of Rhode Island, have in 
vented certain new and useful. Improve. 
ments in Swimming Devices, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention is essentially designed for 

Swimming purposes and has for its object 
to provide a device composed of a buoyant 
structure adapted to be detachably secured 
to the body of the Swimmer to easily permit 
the latter to float upon the surface of the 
Water, and provided with propelling means 
to afford the swimmer to propel himself 
through the Water in a most safe, successful 
and rapid manner. - 
The invention consists of the special fea 

tures of the construction and combination 
of parts as hereinafter described and 
claimed. - 

In describing the inventions reference is 
had to the accompanying sheet of drawings, 
in which- - 

Figure 1 is a front view of my improved 
device showing the same as applied to the 
body of the swimmer. 

Fig. 2 is a front view, showing the parts 
of the device in their relative position. 

Fig. 3 is a rear view showing the parts 
of the device as in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a side view of a rectangular 
shaped board as adapted to be secured to 
the lower part of legs of the swimmer. 

Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawings, 
numeral 1 designates a swimmer. Secured 
to the abdominal part of the swimmer 1 is 
a support 2 which is attached by means of 
straps 5. An air-containing bag 3 carried 
upon each side of Said support is provided 
With integral main straps near each end 
thereof as at points -4, 4-. The upper 
portion of Said bag 3 is detachably secured 
to said support 2 by attaching straps -17, 
17- and the lower part thereof attached in 
a similar manner to a support 9” which is 
detachably secured to the leg of the swim 
mer, by means of straps 15; as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3. - 
An air containing bag 3 carried upon the 

shoulders of the swimmer is also provided 
with main integral straps 5. Attaching 
straps 6 have one of their ends secured to 
said main straps 5 and the other ends at 
tached to the upper portion of the support 2. 

The purpose of carrying a bag upon the 
shoulders of the swimmer is:-that the same 
will assist the action of the side bags 3, 3 
and also keep the head of the swimmer up 
higher from the surface of the water, when 
the latter is swimming upon his back or 
backwardly. - 

Secured to the hand of the swimmer 1, 
is a common board 8, which is of a convex 
shape in plan view. Said board 8 is pro 65 
vided with securing straps -9, 9- and also 
a projecting portion 6 said portion 6', be-, 
ing designed for propelling purposes, pull 
water when swimming forwardly, and to 7. 
force the Water backwardly when swimming 
upon his back. Finger securing means are 
carried upon said projecting portion 6' to 
secure the fingers therein as at 11. - 

Detachably secured to the lower part of 
the legs of the Swimmer is a common board 
16, which is of a rectangular shape in plan 
view, and is provided with a leg-fitting strap 
16 and also strapping means as at 18 
and 18°. . - 

Said board 16, has a projecting portion 69 
adapted for propelling purposes, to force the 
Water backwardly when the user is swim 
ming upon his back or backwardly; and it is 

- designed to assist the action of the hand 
propelling means 8, and also the floating op 
eration of the device. 
By this construction and arrangement of 

parts the Swimmer can easily swim several 
miles in a safe and successful manner; the 
latter when getting tired can stay upon the 
surface of the water without moving the 
parts of his body, and can swim either for 
wardly or backwardly as may be desired. 
In the construction of the supporting 

structure 2, the latter is provided with an 
inflating tube connection composed of three 
parts -16, 16°- which extends centrally 
from the rear of said support into each of 
said bags 3 and 3' and having suitable valve 
connections to normally retain the air 
therein. . . . 

Thus describing my invention what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:- - 

1. In a device of the character described, 
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a buoyant Swimming structure, said struc 
ture composed of a support provided with 
straps for securing to the abdominal part 
of the swimmer; an air-containing bag car 
ried upon each side of said support and 
having a main integral strap within and 
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near to the upper and lower ends thereof; 
strap connections extending from said upper 
end main integral straps to said support and 
attached thereto; similar strap connections 
extending also from the lower end main 
straps and attached to a support that is car 
ried upon the upper portion of the leg part 
of the swimmer and provided with straps 
for securing thereto. 
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2. In a device of the character described 
a swimming structure, said structure com 
posed of three supports adapted to be de 
tachably secured to the abdominal and the 
upper leg parts of the Swimmer; air con 
tainers carried by Said supports and pro 
vided with straps for attaching to the latter; 
an air-containing bag Secured upon the 
shoulders of the swimmer and provided with 

... main integral straps within and near each 
20 end thereof; attaching straps having one 

of their ends secured to said main straps 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for 
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and the other ends attached to the upper 
portion of the abdominal Support; an inflat 
ing tube connection composed of three parts 
extending centrally from the rear of said 
support into each of said bags, and suitable 
valve connections within each of the same 
to normally retain the air therein. 

3. In a swimming device, a body support 
comprising an abdominal strap and a pair 
of leg straps, a pair of lateral buoyant mem 
bers connected at their upper ends to said 
abdominal strap and at their lower ends to 
said leg straps, and a buoyant shoulder 
member connected to said abdominal strap. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
MARTIN JELALIAN. 

Witnesses: 
JAMES KELUNIAN, 
WAHAN ELLIAN. 

five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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