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1 Claims,

The present invention relates to hand bags for
carrying articles of different weight, more partic-
ularly fer carrying the light weight articles used
by a woman, and the improvements are readily
adaptable to:'such hand bags as are shown, de-
scribed and claimed in U.‘S. Letters Patent No.
1,676,229, dated July 3, 1928; Nos. 1,701,973 and
17701,974, dated Pebruary 12, 1929; and No. 1,732,
842, dated October 22, 1929, S

General objects of the invention are to provide
a strong hand bag which may have an appear-
ance such as to be unobjectionable to those with
decided tastes, and the exterior fabric of the bag
preferably will be of suitable water-proof fabric
or the like and the interior of the bag will-pref-
erably be lined with a colored or figured woven
fabric of attractive character.

One preferred -specific .object .of the invention
is to provide the body of the bag within its mouth
with a suitable guard which extends inwardly of
and around the bag body to the -desired -extent,
more particularly when the bag is provided with
hookless fastenings for securing the cover to the
bag body, ‘as frequently a loose-end -of -an .article
-of apparel, a ribbon, a cord or the like is allowed

to extend over the edge.of the bag body, in which'

case such elements usually :interfere with the
proper action of the hookless fastening, whereas
when the bag is provided with -such a guard at
the mouth, the user of the bag will aim to secure
every element of the contents of the bag and
which might otherwise project therefrom, at
points underneath:such-guard. ; :
Another preferred -specific -object is to provide
1 yielding guard at its inner.edge with means for
maintaining the :same taut and substantially
herizontal se as to be most effective for the pur-
pose above stated.
Another preferred specific object is to provide
& bag having a swingable cover with means for
restraining the cover from being fully turned
back ‘on ifs connection with the bag, that is, to
support the cover in a fully -opened .position but
at an upward inclination away from the bag
body, thereby preserving the outward appearance
of the bag at the point at which the cover swings.
Other-objects are to provide an attractive hand
bag which while it has considerable strength and
endurance is not necessarily expensive, but on
the contrary can ‘be sold for reasonable amounts.
These being among the .objects of the pres-
ent invention, the same resides in features of
construction and combinations of parts as here-
inafter fully described .and then .claimed with
reference to the accompanying drawings. .illug-
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trating a preferred embodiment of the invention
and wherein
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the hand bag

showing the cover as opened to .the desired po-

sition; B i
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary enlargement at one cor-
her of the bag showing by single lines the con-
struction of certain features, such as the guard;
Fig. 3 is a vertical section on line 3—3, Fig. 2,
to illustrate the manner in which the fabrics of
the bag.are arranged and held together;
‘Fig. 4 is a single line view to illustrate dia-
grammadtically what is shown in Fig. 3; . .
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary elevation of portions of
the bag .at .its mouth, showing the manner of

-stitching the fabrics of the ‘bag together ‘in

wrong-side out position; o

‘Fig, 6 is-a single line diagrammatic view on line
6—86, Fig, 5, to more clearly illustrate the. posi-
tion.of the parts while stitching them together;

Fig. 7 is a single line diagrammatic view illus-
trating the parts shown in Fig. 6 and.as right-
:side out, in using position;

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary perspective view of por-
tions of the bag and cover when ‘the cover is

.swung. back;

‘Fig. 9 is a broken detail of the inner portion of
the.cover hinging means;

‘Fig. 10 is a broken detail, showing the .outer
Dportion of the hinging means for the cover;

Fig. 11 is an enlarged section on line 11—11,
Fig. 8; and . ‘

‘Fig. 12 jllustrates a slight modification.

The involved hand bag is made of any pre-

3 ferred shape such as substantially square with

round corners as shown, or substantially oblong,
cylindrical, etc.

‘Referring to Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive, the bag body
{0 shaped to form the container of the bag is
provided with a.swingable cover I1 to correspond
to the shape of the body and fit therconto.
Hookless fastenings 12, 13 are respectively se-
cured to the .outside of the bag, around this
however, and to the outer edge of the .cover i s
these extending fully .around the bag except
where the cover is mounted thereon. Of course
other types of fastenings can be used.

The cover is provided preferably with a wired
reinforcing edge 14, the wire ‘being concealed
similarly to what is disclosed in one or more of
-said patents, and the body 18 of the bag may be
similarly wire reinforced as there disclosed. A -
handle I5 is preferably pivoted to the bag body,
although the bag may be carried from any other

desirable means,
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The outer covering or peripheral band 16
around the bag may be of any suitable thin flex-
ible material, such as fabric or imitation leather,
and the bottom wall i6a of the bag may be made
from similar material as also the cover 1i. The
bag body has a suitable lining 17 which may be
of licht ornamental and attractive fabric, and
each of the four walls of the illustrated bag may
be provided with a pocket 17a of somewhat sim-
ilar material, one of which pockets is shown in
Tig. 1, the upper edge of which may be gathered
together by a well known shirring string or elas-

tic cord. Between the peripheral band 16 and
the finishing lining 11, the surrounding wall of -

the bag may be reinforced by a stiffening sheet
or sheets 18 of cardboard, fibre board or the like,
which preferably extend the full depth of the
bag and entirely around the surrounding wall, as
gisclosed in the patents hereinbefore mentioned.

Within its mouth the bady body (0 is pro- :

vided with a guard 18 which preferably extends
entirely around the bag body more or less in
the nature of an inward ledge or lip. This guard
{9 is intended to indicate to the user of the bag
that if it is provided with hookless fastenings
such as 12, 13, the contents of the bag should not
extend with protruding portions over the said
etiard, as otherwise such portions are liable to
interfere with the proper operation of the hook-
less fastenings. Such guard may be of reason-
able width, say one-half an inch or three-quar-
ters of an inch, but such dimension is not in-
tended to be a fixed one. The said guard 19 is
preferably composed of a strip of suitable woven
fabric or the like. 'The strip of fabric 19 forming
the guard is preferably folded lengthwise so as
to provide a pocket 20 extending throughout the
length of the gnard. Such pocket receives a pref-
erably endless sustaining line which may be
formed from a cord, wire or the like 2 which ex-
tends just within the fold of the guard or strip
{9 and is suitably strained so that it will hold
the guard in substantiaily horizontal position at
the mouth of the bag, as shown. Such sustain-
ing line 21 allows the guard (9 to be deflected
when pushing articles into the bag, and when the
bag is full the guard may readily be positioned
over any members or articles in the bag which
are liable to protrude therefrom, with the like-

lihood of their interfering with the action of the :

hookless fastening.

In Figs. 2, 3 and 4 there is shown the manner
in which the bag is preferably constructed at
its mouth and the means whereby the yielding
guard 19 is secured to the bag body. The outer
covering or peripheral band 16 of the bag body is
turned . inwardly .and downwardly within the
mouth of the bag providing an inturned upper
portion 22 which passes snugly over the corre-
sponding edge of the stiffening sheet or reinforce-
ment 18, so as to constitute a neat appearing
edge for the bag body. The guard or strip i9 is
provided with inwardly folded lengthwise por-
tions 23 which are matched together so that a
line of stitching 24 passing through the inturned
portion 22 will also pass through the folded edges
23, as shown more clearly in Fig. 4. The lin-
ing 11 of the bag is provided along the edge ad-
jacent the mouth of the bag with a turned-in
folded edge portion 25, and over the contiguous
portions 22, 23 and 25 there is placed a binding
strip or tape 26 of suitable fabric, through the
edges of which and through the intermediate
parts there is passed a line of stitching 21. By
means of the binding strip 26 and the stitching
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27 the down turned portion 22, the guard 19 and
the lining 171 are suitably connected together
within the mouth of the bag.

Referring to Figs. 5 and 6, there is illustrated
the manner in which the said fabrics to be sewn
together are positioned for sewing. First the
infolded edges 23 of the guard or flexible strip
{9 are connected with the edge of the outfer cov-
ering or peripheral band 16 of the bag by a line
of stitching 24, the said guard 18 being positioned
upon the outer surface of the band 16, before the
edge portion 22 of the band is turned over in-
wardly as shown in Fig. 7. With the peripheral
band 16 and the guard 9 in the position shown
in Figs. 5 and 6, the folded edge portion 25 of
the lining i1 has applied thereto and over the
same and the stitched edges of the band 16 and
guard 19, the binding strip 26, all of said ele-
ments being then secured together by the line
of stitching 27. )

Thereafter the lining 1T and the guard 19 are
swung over in the direction shown by the arrow
in Fig. 6, to turn over inwardly the edge portion
29 of the band 16, to position the binding 26 and
the lining 17 and guard {9 substantially as shown
in Fie. 7. Thereby the said elements which are
stitched together are brought around into sub-
stantially the position which they will have in
the completed bag body. After the peripheral
band 16, the lining 17 and the bottom of the bag
have been suitably stitched together to form a
receptacle, the stiffening sheet or sheets 18 are
inserted through a slit in the lining into a po-
sition between the lining and the peripheral band,
as disclosed in aforesaid patents, or any other
suitable manner. ' )

The receptacle or body portion 18 of the bag
will now have suitable stiffness and resistance
against shocks. If the distending line 21 has
not been inserted in the pocket 20 before the same
was stitched in position it may be inserted there-
in after the sewed together elements are brought
to substantially the position shown in Fig. 7, and
then if the distending line be formed by an elas-
tic cord, for example, the ends thereof may be
joined by a knot 28, Fig. 8, after the distending
line has ben forcibly pulled from its opposite ends
in order to distend and pull the guard or flex-
ible strip 19 into substantially horizontal posi-
tion to extend inwardly. If the distending line is
formed by a wire the same may be put under
stress and then the ends thereof twisted or other-
wise joined together, but it is preferred that a
fine helically coiled, elastic, wire be used.

The improved bag is preferably provided with
suitable means for movably hinging or mounting

“the cover 11 upon it, and also the cover has at-

tached within the reinforced edge (4 a flexible
flap 29, Figs. 1 and 8, which is secured to the
bag by one or more suitable fastenings 30, which
pass through the materials of the bag to the out-
side thereof as shown in Fig, 11. There is also
attached to the bag body, and also to the cover,
at the outside thereof, as by a line of stitching, a
flexible flap 31, Figs. 10 and 11. In Fig. 10 said
flap is partly broken away. In Fig. 11 the cover
i I is shown as having been opened to the position
shown in Fig. 8, in which approximate position
it is desired that the cover remain and not fall
back entirely. As also shown in Fig. 11 the fas-
tening 30 passes through the lower end of flap 31,
so that said fastening not only secures that flap,
but also the flap 29 at the inside of the bag.
Suitable specific means may be provided for
connecting the cover with the bag so that it may




2,082,408

be ‘swung back ‘to ‘the positions shown in Figs.
8 and 11, and ‘the means shown include utilizing
the connected ends 32 of the tapes of ‘the hook-
less fastenings 12, 13, as shown in Fig. 10, to
movably attach the cover to the bag. Such hing-
ing means may also include a strong thread or
cord 83, Figs. 8, 9 and 11, which is tacked ‘st
opposite ends to the lining 17 of the bag and
then passes through the flexible guard 19 and
into the fabric of the cover reinforcing edge 14,
the said cord alternately passing downwardly
and upwardly through the said -elements from
end to end as shown in Fig. 9. By ‘means -of
such flexible connections as 32 and 33, the over-

lapping edge of the cover is ‘positioned -élese 1

to the edge of the bag and the cover may swing
outwardly -or inwardly as desired upon -‘such
flexible connections. These flexible connections
will of course thus be located between the .cover
flaps 28 and 21.

Due to the fact that the guard 19 passes back ‘

of the cover flap 29 in a more or less horizontsl
positicn when the cover is closed, it will be ‘seen
that when the cover is swung back to open the
bag to the approximate position shown in Figs.
8 and 11, that the flap 28 constitutes a restrain-
ing member to prevent the cover from going
back further and that at the same time the said
restraining member or flap 29, at points just

back of said flap, is deflected into the position s

shown in Fig. 8, the tension of the sustaining
line 2! being overcome by the backward move-
ment of the cover and the pressure upon it of
the flap 28. Thus the strain of the weight of the

cover and the strain of the outward pull thereon :

is distributed upon the flap 29 and the sustaining
line 21 or guard {9, and is not alone on said flap-
When the cover is closed, the guard 19 returns
fo its normal pesition, while pressing upon the
inner surface of the flap 29.

It is found desirable to provide means for
providing a suitable foundation for the operation
of hookless fasteners when such are used, and
to this end as shown in Fig. 3 the tape 34 of

fastening elements {2 is stitched into the folded |

flexible strip 35 which is connected at its fold
by a line of stitching 36 with the bag body, while
between the strip 35 and the outer covering 16
of the bag there is located a preferably stiff back-

ing up strip 37 of thin cardboard or the like. :

This backing up strip 37 is secured to the outer
covering 1§ and it extends for a sufficient dis-
tance downwardly below the hookless fastening
elements 12 and also above the same to provide
the desired foundation and to prevent the ele-
ments 12, 13 of the hookless fastening catching
in the fabric of the outer covering 18. The upper
edge of the backing up strip 37 preferably ter-
minates adjacent the mouth of the bag.

This backing-up feature has been made the

subject-matter of a divisional application Ser. *

No. 401,573, filed July 9, 1941,

A slight modification is shown in Fig. 12,
wherein the bag body 38 is provided with a yield-
ing top guard 39 which may be constructed sim-
ilarly to the guard 12 before described. At zn
intermediate pcsition in the depth of the bag
hody there is provided a substantially horizontal
partition 40 having a central opening 41. Such
partition separates the bag into two compart-
ments, and it is preferred that this partition be
also constructed similarly to the guard 19 be-
fore described, although it is of considerably
greater width than the guard 39 at the ftop of
the bag.
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‘Obviously ‘the ‘invention is susceptible ‘of modi-
fication which does not depart from ‘the scope of
the claims. » '

What T claim as new is: .

1. ‘A ‘hand bag ‘or ‘the like, including a bag
body, a cover swingably connected along one edge
with ‘the bag, a Hexible restraining -member at-
tached to the inner surfaces of the bag and the
cover, ‘at points inwardly :of the connection for
the cover, ‘and ‘tending to hold the cover in a
raised position, and pressure means located
within the mouth of the bag.and bearing on said
member ‘at the side nearest the bag body 4t a
point near ‘that where ‘'said ‘flap is attached to
the cover, for ‘holding the cover in a partially
raised position when it is swung back, the pres-
sure means acting ‘to ease the strain imposed
by the ‘weight of the cover upon the ‘restraining
member,

2. A hand bag or the like; including a bag
body, ‘a cover swingably ‘connected ‘along .one
edge with the bag, a flexible restraining flap at-
tached to the inner surfaces of the bag and the
cover, at points inwardly of the connection for
the cover, and a yielding, tensionable pressure
device consisting of a guard located within and
extending around the mouth of the bag, and
projecting inwardly of and along the bag, a por-
tion of said device passing behind and deflect-
able by said restraining member and engaging
the same at a point near that where said flap
is attached to the cover, to hold the cover in a
partially raised position when the cover is swung
back, the pressure means acting to ease the
strain imposed by the weight of the cover upon
the restraining member.

3. A hand bag or the like, including a bag
body having a mouth, a cover, hookless fasten-
Ings on the outside of the bag extending partly
around the mouth and cover, a yielding guard
located at and within the mouth, and extend-
ing inwardly of -and along the bag body and in
a plane substantially and normally parallel with
the plane of the mouth, and separate yielding
means within the guard distending the guard
and restoring it to its normal position whenever
released from pressure, said guard having a sub-
stantially smooth outer surface and serving to
secure the contents of the bag from interfering
with the action of the hookless fastenings.

4. A hand bag or the like, including a bag body
shaped to form the article-container of the bag
and provided with a peripheral band of flexible
material, reinforcing means at the inner surface
of the band and extending along the same sub-
stantially throughout its area, an edge-portion
of the band turned over the adjacent edge of the
reinforcing means and into the mouth of the
bag, such portion extending along the length of
the band, a strip of flexible material folded
lengthwise, and the outer edges of the strip se-
cured to and along said in-turned edge-portion,
and the fold forming a free edge on the strip,
the strip extending around the bag in the mouth
thereof, and yielding straining means for the
strip, located in its said fold and spaced out of
contact with the turned-in edge-portion of the
peripheral band, such straining means retaining
the strip in normal position substantially paral-
lel with the mouth of the bag.

5. A hand bag or the like, including a bag body
shaped to form the article-container of the bag
and provided with a peripheral band of flexible
material, reinforcing means at the inner surface
of the band and extending along the same sub-
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stantially throughout its area, an edge-portion
of the band turned over the adjacent edge of
the reinforcing means and into the mouth of the
bag, such portion extending along the length of
the band, a bag lining, a strip of flexible mate-
vial folded lengthwise and secured at its outer
edges to and between the lining and the in-
turned edge-portion, and the fold forming a free
edge on the strip, the strip extending around the
bag in the mouth thereof, and yielding straining
means for the strip, located in its said fold and
spaced out of contact with the turned-in edge-
portion of the peripheral band and the lining,
such straining means retaining the strip in nor-
mal position substantially parallel with the
mouth of the bag. ‘

6. A hand bag or.the like, including a bag body
shaped to form the article-container of the bag
and provided with a peripheral band of flexible
material reinforcing means at the inner surface
of the band and extending along the same sub-
stantially throughout its area, an edge-portion
of the band turned over the adjacent edge of the
reinforcing means and into the mouth of the
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bag, such portion extending along the length of
the band, and a strip of flexible material secured
along said in-turned edge-portion and extend-
ing around the bag and projecting inwardly
thereinto at the mouth thereof, substantially in
the plane of the mouth, and yieldable straining
means at the inward edege of the strip and out
of contact with the bag body to hold the strip
distended inwardly in said plane.

7. A hand bag or the like, including a bag body
having a mouth, and a yielding guard located
within the mouth, and extending and secured
lengthwise along and around the inner surface
of the bag body substantially in the plane of the
mouth, and projecting inwardly from the bag
body, the guard comprising a flexible strip folded
longitudinally and secured at its edges to the bag
body to provide a pocket in the strip, and a dis-
tending or straining cord-like element extending
within and throughout the length of the pocket,
such element located in the fold of the strip and
out of contact with the bag body to maintain the
strip in substantially the plane of the mouth.

JOSEPH N. LOWE.



