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5 Claims.

Structures- embodying the present invention
comprisepartitions suitable for use asoffice’orna~
merital. paneled partitions: These: are knock=-
down struetures:for erection’ in:rooms orinteriors
of" Buildings: along selected partition lines, and
are” susceptible- of being disassembled’ and: rein-
stalled-in-altered: positions or along partition lines
other thHarnr those: first chosen: The structures
need’ not reach- to: the ceilings- of’ the rooms:in

. whieh- tHey- are- installed. - Usually they:are- of
only such moderate heights as' are commonly
desired’ for office partitioning of léss-height than
the: rooms:

The: invention may be: variously: applied: for
partitioning space on-floors' of buildings:to pro~
vide offfce:rooms or other rooms or compartments:
for-example: the' invention may be- embodied: in
structures for partitioning off selected room:space
from* adjeining space; or for subdividing & room
into:a plurality- of' separate: rooms: or compart-

- ments; or'forboth partitioning off and subdivid-
ing .space ‘desired for a suite of office rooms- or
otHer rooms’ or compartments’ whether or- not
used for: office purposes:

Objects of the ihvention include; first, the pro-
vision: of' a: Knockdown' partition: off practicable
character, light construction and’ ornamentat’ ap=
pearance which: can be: easily, quickly’ and ittex<
pensively erected; second, the provision of 'stich
asstructure: the: units of ‘'which' and:parts-cooper=
ating' therewith: ¢an’ be economically manufic=-
tured: as standardized parts for!use- in: erecting
various. partitioning structures: to' meet- various
partitioning: requirements and’ conditiens; and;
third, the provision:of’such:a partitioning’ struc-
ture:the: only essential fastenings of which are
concealed and easily removable, permitting- dis<
assembling: of the strueture without tinjury’ or
marring: of the surface of any of the parts:

It is contemplated that the partitioning units
and:othier components of’ such structures- will-be
supplied: by: the manufacturer with all: surfaces
thereof” which are exposed in the erected  struc=
tures:perfectly finished, so-that after erection:or
installation: the structures will° require no paint
ing; stainihg nor other finishihg: - Partitions-em-
bodying' the invention, and composed of such
finisked units: and’ parts thus- supplied by’ the
manufacturer, may therefore: be' considered- as
analagous: to furniture, in that they can: be in=
stalled as' complete: ornate- equipment’ with fin=
ishedisurfaces, and'can-also' be-removed or-taken
downy and reinstalled'in new-positions or locations
if desired.
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or less subsidiary or ancillary to those: above
stated: will: be apparent. from: the following de-
seription: with. refererice: to certain illust¥ative
structures. embodying: the invention, shown: in
the:accompanying drawings irk which: .

‘Fig: 1 is a-diagram: representing: a. layout: off
office:space: partitioned from adjoining: spaece and
subdivided into a:plurality of:-rooms by partition-
ing’ structures embodying the invention:

Figi: 27 is & front: elevation: of a- partitioning
strueture: embodying: the:invention (e:- g. the par=
tition:designated 3 id Pig, 1).. On accoutit.of’ the
minute: sealerof Fig. 2, the  proportions. of parts
otherithan: the panels dre: much exaggerated bied

- this view for illustration:

Fig.. 3.1s: 4. vertical. cross: sectmntaken»on the
line:i3=—3: of Fig. 2 through:the upper part of! the
doorrand door- frame incorporated: in: said struc-
ture.

Fig. 4 is ar horizontal section taken on: the:line
4—4&:0f Fig: 2 through:said: door and door-fiame;
an. intermediate portion: being: omitted: and® the
ilustrated:parts being: brought. close: together for
compactness: of: illustration.

Fig: 5:is a front elevation of'g portion.of the
paxtition shown. in Fig. 2;. with intermediate:por-
tions omitted: and- illustrated parts: brovght. tos
gether for: compactness of - illustration;. and: with
certain-parts:of: the panel sheets broken away to
reveal: features: of construction: hidden in: the
erected. structure..

. Fig..6.1s. a vertical cross. section- taken.on: the
line- 6—8. of Fig. 5-through a: pilaster.

Hig. 7-is a vertical cross section taken: on the
line.T—1 of Fig. b through a hollow panel.

Fig. 8 is a horizontal section. taken on-the.line

8—8 of Fig..5 -through an end of.the.partition.
" Fig. 9 is a horizontal section taken on. the:line
9—@ of Fig. 5 through an 1ntermed1ate pilaster
and adjacent portions of adjacent hollow. panels.
"~'Fig. 10 is a horizontal section. taken. on.the
line ' 10—1{0'in Fig. 2, showing, the T-joint connec-
tion” 1 1 between. the partltlons ? and 9 shown. in
Fig. 1.

Fig. 11'is a horizontal section taken on the line
11—I1 of Fig. 2, showing the corner connection
13 between the partitions 3 and 9 in Fig. 1.

Fig. 12'is a view similar to Fig. 11 showing. the

. structure. thereof in connection with an addi-

tional partition, namely the partition IS indicated
in dotted lihes in Fig: 1. -

Fig: 13'is a horizontal section showing an.end:
portion of & partition anchored by other means,
than gs represented in Figs: 5 and'8;

Pig: 14 is a face view of otie of the partipion-
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ing units or hollow panels of the illustrative
structures.

Fig, 15 is a side elevation of such unit or hollow
panel, i. e. a view looking at a vertical edge
thereof. )

Fig, 16 is a front elevation of a similar par-
titioning unit or hollow panel having a window
therein.

Pig. 17 is a horizontal section taken on the
line {T—I1 of Fig. 16 through said window.

Pig, 18 is an enlarged side elevation of a cor-
ner portion of one of the partitioning units or
hollow panels, i. e. a view looking at the ver-
tical edge thereof.

Fig. 19 is a view partly in front elevation and
partly in section of the door-frame embodied in
the partition shown in Fig. 1; an intermediate
portion of the upper part of the structure being
omitted and the door-posts being brought rela-
tively nearer together for convenience of illus-
tration.

-In the diagram shown in Fig. 1, the reference
numerals | and 2 designate main walls of a
building on a floor of which office space is par-
titioned from adjoining space by a partitioning
structure comprising partitions 3 and 4 meeting
and united at the corner 5, these partitions be-
ing anchored to and extending from the walls
I and 2 respectively. The space thus partitioned
off *is subdivided to provide a manager’s office 6
and a general office T by a partitioning strue-
ture comprising partitions 8 and 8 meeting and
united at the corner 10, the partition 8 being an-
chored to and extended from the wall | and
the partition 9 being anchored to the partition
5 by a T-joint connection therewith at II.
Entrance to the general office T from a hallway
or anteroom 12 is through a doorway incorpo-
rated in the front partition 3 and provided with
a swinging door (3. Said partition 3, a front
elevation of which is represented in Fig. 2, com-
prises lines of partitioning at either side of and
anchored respectively to the door-posts of the
door-frame. Entrance from the general office to

the manager’s office 6 is through a doorway in- -

corporated in the partition 9 and provided with
a swinging door 4. It may be assumed for illus-
tration that at a date subsequent to the instal-
lation of the above mentioned partitioning struc-
tures, it may be desired to utilize additional space
15 as office space, in which event an additional
partition 16 may be erected as an extension of
the partition 3 for partitioning such room space
{5 from the hallway or anteroom 12. The dia-
gram in Fig. 1 represents but one of many pos-
sible applications of the invention.

All of the partitions represented in Fig. 1, of
which that illustrated in Fig. 2 is exemplary,
are characterized by similarly paneled obverse
and reverse faces, the front and rear elevations
of these partitions being substantially similar
except for such minor differences as may result
from corner connections or other connections
between different partitions or lines of partition-
ing. .

‘The similar panel surfaces of opposite sides of
the partitions are presented by the opposite faces
of partitioning components of the type illustrat-
ed in Figs, 14 and 15, these being hollow rigid
plate-like units, herein designated as hollow pan-
els, the opposite faces of which are continuous
finished surfaces. They may be smoothly fin-
ished in natural wood finish or otherwise to suit
preferences of customers Pebbled or other spe-
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cial rough surface finishing may in some cases
be desired.

Each of said hollow panels consists of a pair
of thin panel sheets 20 and an interposed frame
21 formed with flat lateral faces to which said
sheets are adhesively affixed, whereby the sheets
are rigidly connected in spaced parallel relation.
The panel sheets 20 may be of laminated wood
veneering glued to an interposed wooden frame
by strong glue suitable for permanently con-
necting wooden parts, the sheets being held
clamped to the frame under hydraulic pressure
during the gluing operation. Panels so made,
consisting of sheets of three-ply veneering one
quarter of an inch thick and rectangular panel
frames the members of which are bars of wood
one inch square, are being produced as hollow
plate-like structures of adequate strength and
rigidity for the purpose of the invention. The
wooden panel frame 21 shown in Fig. 13, and
partially shown in other views, comprises ver-
tical bars connected by top, bottom and inter-
mediate cross bars, all of said bars in practice
being one inch square and the cross bars being
spaced at distances of about eleven or twelve
inches from their centers. It will be apparent
that such a frame, though of light wood bars, is
strongly braced; that the panel frame and panel
sheets mutually brace and reinforce each other,
and that, by gluing the panel sheets firmly to
the entire lateral surfaces of said frame, the
sheets are stiffened both along or near their
edge portions and at a plurality of cross lines.
With this construction hollow panels only one
and a half inches thick but of heights of six
and one half feet and greater heights, and thirty
inches or more in breadth, are constructed as
substantially rigid plate-like units, comparable
in strength and stifiness to solid boards of like
dimensions, yet very much lighter than boards
of only half the thickness but of like height and
breadth.

The dimensions of the frames 2t of the hollow
panels, vertically and horizontally, are less than
the corresponding dimensions of the panel sheets
20, the edge portions of which sheets extend be-
yond the margins of said frames. The hollow
panels in the form shown in Figs. 14 and 15 may
therefore be described as having grooves or chan-
nels in their edge portions, which grooves or chan-
nels extend all around said hollow panels. - In
these grooves or channels, or between the edge
portions of the panel sheets of the respective hol-
low panels, are fitted tongues or edge portions of
the surrounding parts of the partitioning, where-
by the hollow panels are held in assembly -
therewith.

As shown 'in Fig. 18, the panel frames 21 are
rabbeted laterally adjacent to their margins to
form small grooves 212 between the margins of
the frame and the panel sheets 28, whereby, in
the operation of gluing the panel sheets to the
frame, if any glue is squeezed out from between
the flat faces of the clamped together frame and
sheets, such squeezed out glue will lodge in said
small grooves 212 instead of on the marginal sur-
faces of the frame. With frames of the form
shown, having their top, bottom and vertical
margins each in one plane, the provision of the
small grooves 2f* which extend all around the
frames, insures against any interference. with
proper fit of the frame margins against opposing
surfaces by accumulation and drying of glue on
the frame margins.

. The several cross bars of the panel frames may
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be-provided with small vent holes driiled there-
through; as indicated in- dotted. lines at 2Ib in
Figs. 5:and 14, one of such holes being shown in
Fig, 18. 'The holes referred to are to allow vent-
ing and escape from: the hollow panels; during
drying and storage, of any moisture which may
accumulate in the panels in the gluing process or
otherwise. :

Referring now to: Figs. 2 to 10, the illustrative
partitioning structure comprises- a- basement 22
formed with an: upstanding: longitudinal tongue
23; hollow panels of the type heretofore described
mounted in line-on said tongue; the panel frames
21 resting thereon and the lower edge portions of
the  panel sheets 20 straddling. and. closely or
tightly fitting said: tongue; pilasters 24 arranged

15

between and spacing adjacent hollow: panels; said -

pilastersresting on'said tongue 28 and being fitted
between the frames 21 of adjacent hollow panels
and embraced by the adjacent vertical edge por-
tions of the panel sheets 28 thereof, with a close
or tight fit between the pilasters and said vertical
edge portions of said panel sheets; and a cornice
25: supported by and fastened to. said pilasters,

said cornice being formed with a depending longi~ .

tudinal tongue 26 resting on the upper ends of
the pilasters and embraced with g close or tight
by the upper edge portiohs of the sheets 28 of the
hollow panels.

As represented in the drawings, the tongue 23
on.the basement 22 is of such elevation that the
banel irames 2i hold the panel sheets 28. with
their lower edges spaced from the underlying
ledges. of the basement; while. the tongue 26 of

the .cornice 25 is of such vertical dimension that -

the cornice ledges overhanging the upper edges
of the panel sheets.are spaced therefrom; and the
pilasters 24 are of such width that the adjacent
vertical edges of the panel:sheets of adjacent hol-
low ‘panels are spaced from each other. Thus
the hollow panels are mounted. and held so that
they are spaced from one another and with the
upper and lower edges of the panel sheets spaced
from. overlying and underlying surfaces. By so
mounting and spacing the hollow panels, and by
giving to the pilasters 24 a sufficiently greater
height than the panel frames 2} to provide a
‘clearance between the tops of said frames and the
bottom' edge .of the cornice tongue 26, the ad-
vantageous effect is gained of avoiding load on
the - panel.sheets and: freeing the panel frames
of load except the weight of the panel sheets.. A
clearance of about an eighth.of an inch between
the panel frames and:cornice tongue 26 is ordi-
narily sufficient. - A greater spacing than for mere
clearanice is desirable between the panels and
between their upper and lower edges and over-
lying and underlying ledges of the. cornice and
basement. : .

- Construction of the partitioning in a form sim-
ilar to that illustrated, with basement and cornice
consisting of boards of the same thickness as the
hollow panels set on edge and longitudinally rab-
beted on both sides to provide the tongues 23
and 25 respectively, and with pilasters consisting
of upright slats of the same thickness as said
tongues, and with.the edges of the panel sheets
28 markedly spaced from the edges of adjacent
panels and from the wider portions of the base-
ment and cornice, gives the effect on gbverse and
reverse faces of the partition of distinct panel sur-
faces raised from a sunken background and flush
with one another and with longitudinal bottom
and top: border surfaces: provided by the wider
portions of the. basement and cornice.
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ing of about two inches is desirable between. the
adjacent: vertical edges of the:panel sheets of ad-
jacent panels, so as to: obtain: the effect.of dis-
tinct pilasters. A less spacing, say of about an
inch or at least three quarters. of an inch, may
be desirable between the: upper and lower edges
of the panel sheets. and the overhanging and un-
derlying ledges of the: cornice: and basement re-
spectively, For further ornate effect, the panel
sheets may have their edges and: corners rounded,
as shown in Figs. 5, 9; 14 and:18.

The basement. 22. is: rigidly attached to. the
floor by screws 21 countersunk by seating the
heads thereof at the bottoms of. deep holes there-
for drilled in the basement tongue 23 (Figs, 5 6
and 7). :

It is desirable that the-upper edge of the tongue
23 should be:level: or approximately so.  If the
floor should: be uneven: or. not level, the bottom
surface of the basement may be scribed. as re-
quired to bring the:top. of the tongue 23 to.a true
level. - To facilitate such scribing, the basement,
is formed with the longitudinal:bottom groove 28
(Figs. 5, 6-and. 7)., thus reducing the width of the
surfaces to be-shaved:off. The basement is. also
formed with bottom: cut-away portions as at 29
(Figs. 2 and 5), providing: passages for ventila-
ticn or to permit air descending at one side of the
partition to flow thereunder and to ascend at the
other side: .

The: cornice 25, preferably formed as a single
continuous piece, is fixed-to the upper ends:of the
pilasters 24 by concealed fastenings: similar to
those employed for attaching the-basement to the
floor, namely by vertical screws 30 countersunk
in the cornice by seating at the bottom: of the
lonigitudinal groove therein (Figs. 5, 6 and. 7).

Pilasters similar to those between adjacent
panels may be-employed at the ends of the parti-
tion or at the ends of any uninterrupted line of
partitioning composed as aforesaid, the end pilas-~
ters being interfitted: with: the adjacent vertical
edges of the end panels and resting on the base-
ment and supporting the cornice, the latter being
fastened thereto in the same manner that it is
fasteried to the intermediate pilasters 24. Such
end pilasters as 24% and 24> in Fig. 2, may be
attached to walls, posts or the like by countersunk
horizontal serews as indicated at 31 in Fig. 5.

In an uninterrupted: line of partitioning com-
pising hollow: panels' spaced from one another
only by intervening pilasters. 24: in alternation

" therewith, as distinguished from a. structure in

which' such partitioning is interrupted. by 2 door-
way or the like, the only fastenings between the
components of partitioning which are ordinarily
desirable or necessary are the concealed fastening
screws 83 for attaching the cornice to the upper
ends of the pilasters. Not even these fastenings
are essential under all conditions, though they are
generally desirable. )

The cornice may be capped by a longitudinal
cap member or rail: 3% wider than the-cornice gnd
having a depending longitudinal tongue 38 en-
gaging: a groove therefor in: the cornice. This
cap 32 is desirable for bracing and fastening,thg
cornice particularly in long lines of partitioning,
and for splicing joints of a cornice composed cf
jointed lengths or-sections where the line of par-
titioning is'too long to permit forming the cornice
in a.single: piece. In many instances, and paz-
ticularly in short lines:of partitioning, the cap 232
iz’ of no material benefit: unless: for ornamental
effect.. - The stiffening' and’ strengthening effect
of the cornice cap.in long lines. of partitioning 32
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may be increased by increasing the width of the
cap. The cap is fastened to the cornice at suit-
able intervals by fastenings of the same charac-
ter as the various others heretofore described.
In erecting a partition of the constuction de-
scribed, the basement 22 is first attached to the
floor along any desired or selected partitioning
line, said basement extending from a wall or post
to the end of the partition or any length thereof
that may be uninterrupted by a doorway or the
like. A pilaster is then set on the basement
-against said wall or post and fastened in engage-
ment therewith, after which hollow panels and
pilasters are set on the basement in alternation
and engaged with one another as already de-
seribed. At the end of the line of partitioning
remote from said wall or post, there will be an end
pilaster, setting on the end portion of the base-
ment and interfitted with the last hollow panel
of such line of partitioning. The end pilaster
last referred to may be attached to a wall, post,
doorframe or the like or to another partition.
Upon the composition thus assembled is placed
the cornice 25, preferably formed as a continuous
piece, fastened by the screws 38 to the upper ends
of the pilasters. This completes the structure
except for attachment of the cap member 32.

without driving a nail, and without fastening any
of the assembled parels and cooperating parts to-
gether except by hidden screws 30 in the cornice.
No skilled labor is required in erecting the struc-
ture unless for scribing the bottom of the base-
ment 22 to bring the top of the tongue 383 to a true
level. Assuming that the required 'parts for a
given partition are supplied by the manufacturer
in accordance with correct specifications, almost
any able-bodied man can set up the partition.
Likewise, if it should be desired to shift the par-
tition line or to remove the structure, it can be
easily taken down by unfastening and lifting off
the cap 82 and cornice 25, then lifting up one of
the pilasters 24, to disengage it from adjacent
hollow panels, and then removing the remaining
panels and pilasters, the end panels being first
unfastened from the walls, post, or other struc-
tural parts to which they are attached.

Consider for example the partition indicated
at 3 in Fig. 1 and shown in elevation in Fig. 2.
This partition comprises lines of partitioning at
opposite sides of a door-frame, the latter com-
prising posts 34 and 35 and a lintel 36 (Figs. 3, 4
and 19). The cornice for both lines of parti-
tioning is continuous over the doorway, whereas
the basement for the partitioning as a whole is
interrupted by the doorway. Considering first
the line of partitioning to the left of the door-
way, the basement 22 thereof extends from the
wall to the door post 34, said partitioning in-
cluding end pilasters 242 and 24, Said end pilas-
ters 24® and 24P are fastened one to the wall and
the other to the door post 34. Considering next
the line of partitioning to the right of the door-
way, the basement thereof extends from the right
hand door post 35 to another partition (namely
partition 4 in Fig. 1). On said basement are
set hollow panels and pilasters in alternation,
including in this instance the end pilaster 24¢
attached to the door post 35 and a so-called cor-
ner pilaster 81, the latter being an upright of
angular section one member of which interfits
with the last hollow panel of the partition 4
of Fig. 1, as will be clearly understood by refer-
ence to Fig. 11 which is a horizontal section of
the corner connection between the partitions 3

It
will be observed that the structure may be erected .
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or 4 of Fig. 1. Over this composition at both the
left and the right of the doorway is the cornice
25, continuous over the doorway, said cornice
being fastened to the upper ends of pilasters 24,
24b and 24¢, as well as to the intermediate pilas-
ters 24, and to the corner pilaster 31. :

At the corner between the partitions 3 and 4
of Fig. 1, the basements for the respective parti-
tions have mitered abutting ends, as is clearly ap-
parent in Fig. 11. The corner pilaster 37 rests
on the adjoining portions of the tongues 23 of the
two basements, and the adjacent hollow panels
of the two angularly related lines of partition-
ing engage the respective members of said cor-
ner pilaster, whose faces are flush with the sides
of the said tongues. The cornices of the two
angularly related partitions have mitered abut-
ting ends, and are supported on and attached
respectively to the upper ends of the two mem-
Bers of the angular corner pilaster 37. Thus
the entire partitioning structure comprising the
two partitions 3 and 4 in Fig. 'V may be de-
scribed as one similar to that first described but
embodying a corner angle in the partitioning,
with consequent angles in the basement and
cornice, and an angle pilaster 31 employed at
the corner to suit the angular disposition of the
lines of partitioning at either side thereof.

Referring to the door-frame incorporated in
the partition shown in Fig. 2, the posts 34 and
35 thereof are grooved to receive the end pilas-
ters 245 and 24¢, and the lintel 36 is grooved to.
receive the cornice tongué 26 (Figs. 3, 4 and 19).
These members 34, 35 and 36 may be of the same
transverse thickness as the hollow panels, so that
the opposite faces or front and back surfaces of
the door-frame are flush with the faces of the
holicw panels and with the longitudinal top and
bottom border surfaces provided by the wider
base portion of the basement and by the upper
portion of the cornice above its tongue. As shown
in Fig. 19 the cornice 25 is fastened to the upper
ends of the end pilasters 240 and 24c by the ver-
tical screws 30* countersunk in the cornice; and
as shown in Figs. 4 and 9 said end pilasters 24®
and 24c¢ are attached to the door posts 34 and
35 by the horizontal screws 31 countersunk in
said end pilasters. The lower ends of the door-
posts 34 and 35 may be anchored to the floor in
any suitable manner, as for example, by fasten-
ing them by horizontal screws (not shown) to
the ends of the basement, or by providing them
with metallic ears or angle pieces and fastening
the latter to the floor by screws.

If desired to run 4 partition from an interme-
diate point of another partition, this may be eas-
ily accomplished in the manner shown in Fig. 10
which is a horizontal section taken through a T-
connection between the partitions 3 and 9 of Fig.
1. In Fig. 10, 24 is one of the intermediate pilas-
ters between adjacent hollow panels of the par-
tition 3, and 249 is a pilaster fastened thereto
and engaging the first hollow panel of the par-
tition 8.

At the end of a partition, instead of employ-
ing an end pilaster such as 24® in Figs. 2 and 5,
which is a duplicate of the intermediate pilasters
24, there may be mailed or otherwise attached
to the wall, post or other member to which the
end of the partition is anchored a simple nailing
strip to be engaged by the first hollow panel of
the partition. This is exemplified in Fig. 13,
where such a nailing strip is indicated at 38.
In this case the edges of the panel sheets 20 em-
bracing the nall strip may be brought close to



2,371,300

or in contact with the face of the wall, post or .

door-frame to
anchored. ‘
In Fig. 12 such a nailing strip is shown at 39

which the end of the partition is

attached to one side of the corner pilaster 37, .

whereby in case it-should be desired to erect a
future partition 16 in line with the partition 3
of Fig. 1, such partition 16 can be anchored to
3 by engagement of the first hollow panel of {6
with the nailing ‘strip 38 on the corner pilaster
connecting partitions 3 and 4, also the najling
strip 39 in Fig. 12 could serve for hinging there-
to a gate in'an archway in partition 16, assuming
such an archway to be desired in the end of the
partition 16 next the partition 3. ‘ ‘

Partitions embodying this invention may be of
various heights, and the hollow panels thereof
may be of various heights and widths to suit
different requirement or preferences. Ordinarily
such partitions will be high enough for incorpora-
tion of doorways, but they may be of greater and
lower heights; in some cases reaching to low ceil-
ings, or having in lieu of the cap 32 or on said
‘cap, a superstricture to reach to or extend to-
ward the ceiling, 'and in other cases being so low
as to function as office-partitioning barriers over
which one can look. If désired, hollow panels
embodiéd in such partitions ' may be provided with
window openings glazed either with clear or ob-
scure glass, or with other framed openings for
special purposes. For example in Fig. 16 there is
shown a hollow panel similar to that shown in
Figs. 14 and 15 except that the panel of Fig. 16
is provided with a window the frame of which is
designated by the numeral 40, the window pane
41 being set therein and retained by the frame
moulding 42. ‘

The invention is not intended to be limited to
the particular embodiments shown. Measure-
ments and proportions herein before mentioned
are exemplary. '

If desired, the ends of the vertical members
of the frames 21 could be extended somewhat
beyond the outer surfaces of the top and the

bottom cross members so as to provide two-point

bearings of the frames on the tongue 26, or the
frames could be provided on their margins near
their corners with projections to provide such
two-point bearings on said tongue and also two-
point bearings against the pilasters.

I claim: : i

1. A partition comprising a basement formed
with an upstanding longitudinal tohgue, hollow
panels mounted in'line on said tongue, said hollow

panels consisting of rigid plate-like units formed :

with grooves or channéls in their edge portions,
the grooved lower edge portions of said hollow
panels straddling and fitting said tongue, pilasters
resting on said tongue arranged in ‘alternation
with and spacing said hollow panels, said pilasters
having vertical edge portions engaging and fitting
the grooves in the adjacent vertical edge portions
of said hollow panels, and a cornice resting on
the upper ends of said pilasters and formed with
2 depending tongue engaged by the grooved upper
‘edge portions of said hollow panels, said tongue
-of the basement supporting said panels with their
lower edges spaced from the underlying ledges
of the basement and said pilasters supporting
~said cornice at an elevation isuch as to relieve
the panels of any part of the load of the cornice
-and superstructure thereon.
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5.

2. A partition comprising hollow panels, con-
sisting of flat rectangular frames and thin panel
sheets affixed to opposite sides thereof and hav-
ing their edge portions extending beyond the
frame margins, a basement formed with an up-
standing longitudinal tongue on which said hol-

low panels are mounted in line with the lower

edge portions of the sheets thereof embracing
sald tongue and the panel frames resting on said
tongue and directly supported thereby at an ele-
vation such that the panel sheets are held clear
of the underlying ledges of said basement, pilas-
ters resting on said tongue arranged in alterna-
tion with said hollow panels and embraced by
adjacent vertical edge portions of the panel sheets
thereof, the pilasters between adjoining panels
effecting substantial spacing between adjacent
vertical edges of the panel sheets thereof, and a
cornice supported on said pilasters formed with
a depending tongue held clear of said panel

" frames and embraced by the upper edge portions

of the sheets of said hollow panels, the overlying
ledges of the cornice being clear of said last men-
tioned edges.

3. A partition according to claim 2 wherein the
hasement and cornice consist of boards set on
edge and of the same thickness as said hollow
panels and longitudinally rabbeted on opposite
sides to form said tongues, and wherein said
pilasters consist of slats of the same thickness
as said tongues and the latter space the upper
and lower edges of the panel sheets substantially
from the overlying and underlying ledges of the
cornice and basement, whereby there are pre-
sented on obverse and reverse faces of the parti-
tion distinct panel surfaces raised from a sunken
background and flush or substantially in the
same common plane with one another and with
longitudinal top and bottom border surfaces
formed by the wider portions of the cornice and
basement, - .

4. A partition of the class described incorpo-
rating a door-frame and lines of partitioning at
either side thereof, each line of partitioning in-
cluding an end pilaster attached by screws coun-
tersunk therein to the respective door posts, the
latter ‘having vertical grooves engaged by the
said end pilasters, the lintel of said door frame
having a ‘groove opening at its upper surface,
and a cornice continuous with both lines of parti-
tioning extending over said doorway and having
a depending tongue engaging in said groove in
the lintel, said cornice resting on the- top ends
of and fastened to said end pilasters.

5. A partition comprising hollow panels con-
sisting of flat rectangular frames and thin panel
sheets affixed to opposite sides thereof and hav-
ing their edge portions extending beyond the
frame margins, a basement formed with an up-
standing longitudinal tongue on which said panels
are mounted in line, said tongue fitting the bot-
tom grooves of said hollow panels and directly
supporting the frames thereof at an -elevation
such that the panel sheets are held spaced from
the underlying basement ledges, pilasters resting
on said tongue arranged in alternation with said
panels and interfitted with the vertical grooves of
the panels, and a cornice interfitted with the
upper edges of the panel sheets and supported
directly on the upper ends of said pilasters.
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