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ASYMMETRY CORRECTION IN READ 
SIGNAL 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of and claims the benefit 
of priority under 35 USC 120 of U.S. application Ser. No. 
12/405,161, filed Mar. 16, 2009 and entitled “ASYMMETRY 
CORRECTION IN READ SIGNAL” (issued as U.S. Pat. No. 
7.817,368 which is a divisional of and claims the benefit of 
priority under 35 USC 120 of U.S. application Ser. No. 
11/092,095, filed Mar. 28, 2005 and entitled “ASYMMETRY 
CORRECTION IN READ SIGNAL” (issued as U.S. Pat. No. 
7,511.910), which is a continuation-in-part application of and 
claims the benefit of priority to U.S. application Ser. No. 
10/976,110, filed Oct. 27, 2004, and entitled “ASYMMETRY 
CORRECTION IN READ SIGNAL” (issued as U.S. Pat. No. 
7,298,570), and which claims the benefit of the priority of 
U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/622,428, filed Oct. 
27, 2004 and entitled “A NEW ADAPTATION SCHEME 
FOR ASYMMETRY CORRECTION FOR MAGNETIC 
RECORDING CHANNELS.” The disclosures of the prior 
applications are considered part of (and are incorporated by 
reference in) the disclosure of this application. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present disclosure describes systems and techniques 
relating to signal processing, for example, interpreting read 
back signals obtained from a magnetic storage medium. 

BACKGROUND 

Signal processing circuits are frequently used to read stor 
age media and interpret obtained analog signals as discrete 
values stored on the media. For magnetic storage media, a 
transducer head may fly on a cushion of air over a magnetic 
disk Surface. The transducer converts magnetic field varia 
tions into an analog electrical signal. The analog signal is 
amplified, converted to a digital signal and interpreted (e.g., 
using maximum likelihood techniques, such as using a Viterbi 
detector). Tracking of stored data during a read operation is 
frequently performed using feedback or decision aided gain 
and timing control. Additionally, perpendicular magnetic 
recording techniques can be used to increase the amount of 
data stored on a magnetic medium, and post-processing tech 
niques can be used to detect and correct errors made by the 
main detector in magnetic recording systems. 
The head-media combination in typical magnetic record 

ing systems has associated transfer characteristics that 
include an asymmetrical signal amplitude response, where an 
input signal having equivalent amplitudes on the positive and 
negative sides of the waveform results in an output signal 
having different amplitudes on the positive and negative sides 
of the waveform. Such amplitude asymmetry has been com 
pensated for by adding to a readback signal an asymmetry 
adjustment signal, which is the readback signal squared and 
then scaled by a controlled asymmetry factor. The controlled 
asymmetry factor has previously been based on a comparison 
of the positive peak value with the negative peak value in the 
readback signal, which thus minimizes amplitude error at the 
peak values. 

SUMMARY 

The present disclosure includes systems and techniques 
relating to interpreting signals on a channel having an asym 
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2 
metrical signal amplitude response. According to an aspect of 
the described systems and techniques, a signal processor, 
Such as a read channel transceiver device usable in a magnetic 
recording system, includes an asymmetry correction circuit 
configured to receive an analog signal and to compensate for 
asymmetry in the received analog signal, a signal equalizer 
configured to receive an input signal responsive to an output 
of the asymmetry correction circuit and to generate an equal 
ized signal, a discrete time sequence detector operable to 
examine the equalized signal, and a control circuit that pro 
vides a coefficient adjustment to the asymmetry correction 
circuit to affect the asymmetry compensation based on an 
estimate of nonlinearity derived from the equalized signal and 
multiple output values of the discrete time sequence detector, 
the multiple output values being values corresponding to at 
least two different discrete times. 
The coefficient adjustment can include one or more values 

received by the asymmetry correction circuit to control the 
asymmetry compensation. These values can be coefficient 
values or coefficient adjustment values (e.g., a coefficient 
adjustment can be a coefficient value q or a coefficient 
adjustment value LLB, when the coefficient value is generated 
according to q q+L(3, as described further below). The 
asymmetry correction circuit, the signal equalizer, the dis 
crete time sequence detector and the control circuit can form 
at least a portion of a read channel in a storage access device, 
and the analog signal can be a readback signal obtained from 
a storage medium. 
The multiple output values of the discrete time sequence 

detector can include values corresponding to discrete times 
that fall both before and after a current time. The control 
circuit can be configured to derive the estimate of nonlinearity 
from the equalized signal and multiple asymmetry indicators, 
where an asymmetry indicator includes a product of two 
reconstructed, ideal channel output values. 
The asymmetry indicators can be selected based on a com 

parison of multiple, converged, asymmetry matrices gener 
ated for different targets for modeling signal nonlinearity 
caused by magnetic recording channel asymmetry. The dif 
ferent targets can include a DC target and a DC-free target. 
The control circuit can include a programming interface con 
figured to enable program control over relative contributions 
of the multiple asymmetry indicators. 
The asymmetry indicators can include a common-time 

indicator and a separated-time indicator, the common-time 
indicator including a square of a reconstructed, ideal channel 
output value, and the separated-time indicator including a 
product of two reconstructed, ideal channel output values 
corresponding to different discrete times. The control circuit 
can include a programming interface configured to enable 
separate program control over relative contributions of the 
common-time indicator and the separated-time indicator. 
The coefficient adjustment can include one or more values 

received by the asymmetry correction circuit to control the 
asymmetry compensation, the one or more values being gen 
erated at least in part according to an equation, q=q+Llf 
LX, where q is an asymmetry correction coefficient at timek, 
LL and u2 are programmable step sizes, f=f3+L(y-y): 
y'-(y'-y-"), X. X+...(y-y:")y.”y.", Ll, and L. are 
step sizes, y' corresponds to the equalized signal, y' corre 
sponds to an estimated ideal channel output derived from the 
output of the discrete time sequence detector, and y corre 
sponds to an estimated real equalized channel output with 
asymmetry taken into account. 

According to another aspect of the described systems and 
techniques, a system includes a storage medium; a head 
assembly operable to obtain an analog signal from the storage 
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medium; an asymmetry correction circuit configured to 
receive the analog signal and to compensate for asymmetry in 
the received analog signal; a signal equalizer configured to 
receive an input signal responsive to an output of the asym 
metry correction circuit and to generate an equalized signal; a 
discrete time sequence detector operable to examine the 
equalized signal; and a control circuit operable to provide a 
coefficient adjustment to the asymmetry correction circuit to 
affect the asymmetry compensation based on an estimate of 
nonlinearity derived from the equalized signal and multiple 
output values of the discrete time sequence detector, the mul 
tiple output values being values corresponding to at least two 
different discrete times. 

According to yet another aspect of the described systems 
and techniques, a method includes compensating for asym 
metry in an analog signal based on at least one coefficient 
adjustment; equalizing a digital signal obtained by sampling 
the analog signal; detecting a data sequence in the digital 
signal; reconstructing an ideal target channel output from the 
detected data sequence; and modifying the at least one coef 
ficient adjustment to affect the asymmetry compensation 
based on an estimate of nonlinearity derived from the digital 
equalized signal and multiple output values of the recon 
structed ideal target channel output, the multiple output val 
ues being values corresponding to at least two different dis 
crete times. The method can further include deriving the 
estimate of nonlinearity from the digital equalized signal and 
multiple asymmetry indicators selected based on a compari 
Son of multiple, converged, asymmetry matrices generated 
for different targets for modeling signal nonlinearity caused 
by magnetic recording channel asymmetry, an asymmetry 
indicator comprising a product of two reconstructed, ideal 
channel output values. Additionally, the method can further 
include controlling relative contributions of the multiple 
asymmetry indicators based on programmed input, wherein 
the asymmetry indicators include a common-time indicator 
and a separated-time indicator. 
The described systems and techniques can be implemented 

in electronic circuitry, computer hardware, firmware, Soft 
ware, or in combinations of them, such as the structural means 
disclosed in this specification and structural equivalents 
thereof, including a software program operable to cause one 
or more machines to perform the operations described. 
The described systems and techniques can result in 

improved asymmetry correction in a read channel of a storage 
device, allowing a larger portion of the dynamic range of the 
head-media combination to be used. Nonlinearity observed 
over multiple discrete time units on the digital side of a read 
channel can be used to provide a feedback signal that controls 
the asymmetry correction applied on the analog side of the 
read channel. The total output signal can be considered in 
optimizing one or more coefficients applied in an asymmetry 
correction circuit. 
The systems and techniques described can employ a 

straight forward equation to calculate an error term for the 
adaptation of an asymmetry correction coefficient, and can be 
applied to many different target channels (e.g., a perpendicu 
lar magnetic recording channel or a longitudinal magnetic 
recording). Control of the asymmetry correction can be made 
programmable, allowing extensive flexibility in adjusting the 
asymmetry correction employed in a channel in light of a 
specific application for the channel. For example, a read 
channel transceiver device can be designed for use with both 
direct current (DC) targets and DC-free targets, where the 
asymmetry correction can be programmed to provide optimal 
results for a given target. Thus, the asymmetry correction can 
be tailored to a particular target channel of interest. 
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4 
Details of one or more implementations are set forth in the 

accompanying drawings and the description below. Other 
features, objects and advantages may be apparent from the 
description and drawings, and from the claims. 

DRAWING DESCRIPTIONS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a read channel in a 
storage system that performs amplitude asymmetry correc 
tion. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the introduction of 
nonlinearity in the readback signal and the Subsequent com 
pensation for this nonlinearity. 

FIG.3 is a graph illustrating an example of error over time 
during a simulation of a matrix approach to modeling asym 
metry in a channel. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a process of selecting 
signal indicators of asymmetry for use in asymmetry correc 
tion. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an example asymme 
try correction circuit (ASC). 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a magnetic-media disk 
drive that employs amplitude asymmetry correction as 
described. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing perpendicular magnetic 
recording as can be used in the magnetic-media disk drive of 
FIG. 6. 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a process of asymmetry 
correction as can be performed in a storage system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a read channel in a 
storage system that performs amplitude asymmetry correc 
tion. The storage system includes a storage medium 100 and 
read head 102. The storage medium can be read-only or 
read/write media and can be magnetic-based, optical-based, 
semiconductor-based media, or a combination of these. 
Examples of the storage medium include hard disk platters in 
a hard disk drive, a floppy disk, a tape, and an optical disk 
(e.g., laser disk, compact disk, digital versatile disk). The 
storage medium is depicted in FIG. 1 as a disk for illustration 
only; the systems and techniques described herein can be 
used with other storage media types or in non-storage appli 
cations (e.g., communications equipment). 
The read head 102 can be part of a read-write head assem 

bly that reads the storage media 100 under the control of a 
servo or actuator. An analog readback signal is generated and 
can be sent to a pre-amplifier 105. The system can include an 
analog front end (AFE) 110, which can provide filtering and 
gain control. The AFE 110 can have inputs from both a DC 
control unit 140 and an automatic gain control (AGC) unit 
150, and the AFE 110 can include a variable-gain amplifier 
(VGA), which can be regulated by the AGC 150. 
The AFE 110 includes an asymmetry correction circuit 

(ASC) 112 configured to receive the analog readback signal 
and to compensate for asymmetry in the analog readback 
signal based on a coefficient adjustment received from a 
control circuit 130, such as a least mean squared (LMS) 
control circuit described below. The AFE 110 can also include 
a differentiator and a continuous time filter (CTF) 114. 
The storage system can employ perpendicular magnetic 

recording (PMR) techniques, and a differentiator can be used 
in the AFE 110 to differentiate the readback signal to make the 
signal look like that from a longitudinal magnetic recording 
(LMR) channel (the first derivative of a PMR readback wave 
form can correspond to what an LMR readback waveform 
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would look like for the same data pattern). Thus, the remain 
der of the read channel can then be designed just as done for 
LMR. The differentiator can be a bypassable differentiating 
circuit, which can be either a separate component in the AFE 
110 or integrated into another component of the AFE 110. For 
example, the differentiator can be integrated into the CTF 
114, which can have a program parameter that allows differ 
entiation to be turned on and off. Also, when reading PMR 
using differentiation, a direct current (DC) free target should 
be used (as discussed further below) because the differentia 
tion removes the DC components in the signal. 
An analog to digital converter (ADC) 115 converts the 

readback signal from continuous-time domain to discrete 
time domain, and a signal equalizer 120 shapes the signal to 
a desired target response. The ADC 115 can be a 6-bit ADC. 
The signal equalizer 120 can be a finite impulse response 
(FIR) digital filter, such as a 9-tap or 10-tap FIR, which can be 
programmable or adaptive. For example, the system can 
include an adaptation unit 125that provides a control input to 
the signal equalizer 120. Moreover, a CTF, ADC and FIR 
taken together can be viewed as the signal equalizer within 
the read channel; in general, the main function of the CTF is 
noise filtering (e.g., filtering out the unwanted out-of-band 
noise), but the CTF can also provide Some equalization. 
A discrete time sequence detector 135 examines and inter 

prets its input as discrete values stored on the media 100. 
Timing control circuitry, including a timing control unit 160, 
a phase locked loop (PLL), or both, can be used to regulate the 
filtered signal provided to the detector 135, and the DC con 
trol unit 140 can also apply a DC correction at one or more 
locations in the main read path. The sequence detector 135 
can include one or more components, such as a Viterbi detec 
tor. The main read path can combine partial-response equal 
ization with maximum-likelihood sequence detection 
(PRML) using a discrete-time approach (e.g., the class-IV 
partial response target (PR-IV)). 
An output of the sequence detector 135 can be provided to 

a post processor, such as a media noise processor (MNP) that 
identifies and corrects errors in a detected sequence. As will 
be appreciated, multiple components can be included after the 
component that obtains the binary sequence from the output 
of the signal equalizer, and these multiple components can be 
separate electronic components or integrated into a single 
sequence detector 135. For example, a single Viterbi detector 
component in a read channel can be used to obtain the binary 
sequence and also to reconstruct the ideal target channel 
output as described further below, or a Viterbi detector com 
ponent can be used to obtain the binary sequence and another 
component (e.g., MNP), which is responsive to an output of 
the Viterbidetector component, can be used to reconstruct the 
ideal target channel output. 

In general, multiple output values of the sequence detector 
135. Such as output values coming directly from the sequence 
detector 135 or from a post processor, is provided to a control 
circuit 130. The control circuit 130 provides the coefficient 
adjustment to the ASC 112 to affect the asymmetry compen 
sation based on an estimate of nonlinearity derived from the 
equalized signal and the multiple output values of the discrete 
time sequence detector. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the introduction of 
nonlinearity in the readback signal and the Subsequent com 
pensation for this nonlinearity. H(c) 200 represents the 
transfer characteristics of the head-media combination, 
absent asymmetry. An asymmetry component 205 represents 
the asymmetry introduced by the head when reading the 
media. This asymmetry adds nonlinear component(s) to the 
signal and can thus be represented by the following polyno 
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6 
mial: x+pax+ps x+pax'+ . . . . where X is the readback 
signal, and p. p. p. . . . are the amounts of higher order 
nonlinearity added to the signal. Typically, the second order 
term of the asymmetry polynomial is the most significant 
high order term. Various portions of the description below 
addresses asymmetry correction using only the linear term 
and the second order term, but the systems and techniques 
described are also applicable to higher order asymmetry cor 
rections. 

Noise 210 is added (this can be electronic noise in the 
channel and can also partially come from the head-media 
combination). An ASC 215 compensates for the asymmetry 
by applying an asymmetry correction based on a model of the 
asymmetry in the channel. This asymmetry correction can be 
represented by the following polynomial: X-qx-qsix 
qx'. ... The asymmetry correction employed by the ASC 
215 can be limited to the second order (x-qx) or additional 
higher order terms can be included in the asymmetry correc 
tion. In general, one or more coefficients, q2, q, q. . . . . are 
adjusted so as to cancel the corresponding nonlinear elements 
in the readback signal. The nonlinearity introduced by the 
ASC 215thus counteracts the nonlinearity introduced into the 
readback signal by the head-media combination, before pass 
ing the readback signal on to a CTF 220 (which can include a 
programmable differentiator 222) and an ADC 225. 
The one or more coefficients can be decided adaptively, on 

the fly, to counteract nonlinearity in the readback signal as it 
is observed. An LMS control circuit 245 can actively adjust 
the one or more coefficients used by the ASC 215 based on an 
estimate of nonlinearity derived from the output of an FIR 
230 and multiple output values from a post processor 240. 
The FIRoutput provides a signal that reflects the nonlinearity 
in the channel, and a Viterbi detector 235 provides prelimi 
nary decision bits to the post processor 240, which recon 
structs the ideal target channel output used to calculate the 
error signal in the LMS control circuit 245. Moreover, the 
Viterbi detector 235 and the post processor 240 can be inte 
grated into a single detector that reconstructs the ideal chan 
nel output. 
The read channel can be used in both LMR and PMR 

applications, and the read channel can be used with various 
target polynomials (which may be selected as desired for the 
specific application). In the case of PMR with differentiation, 
as described above, the read signal can be converted into a 
form that looks like that seen in LMR, and a large portion of 
the read channel can be designed in the manner appropriate 
for LMR. In this case, the target polynomial can be a DC-free 
target. 
A typical DC-free target is 5, 3, -3, -3, -2). Since asym 

metry correction is the signal aspect being addressed here, the 
rest of the channel can be assumed to be ideal (e.g., any 
additive white noise can be disregarded because it does not 
affect the asymmetry processing being described), and the 
FIR equalizer can be assumed to be doing a perfect job in 
equalizing the signal to the target. The signal asymmetry is 
reflected at the FIR output, and thus the FIRoutput indicates 
the asymmetry in the signal. The FIR output can be used to 
decide how adjustments to the asymmetry correction should 
be made to cancel that asymmetry. Processing the equalized 
signal in the discrete time domain allows generation of one or 
more indicators of the asymmetry, which can be used to better 
correct for the asymmetry in the continuous time domain. 
The asymmetry in the signal passes through the CTF, ADC 

and FIR. Thus, the effect of the asymmetry is spread out in 
time during processing of the signal. Once the signal reaches 
the FIR 230, the prior application of the asymmetry 205 is in 
Some sense spread out into a period of time instead of appear 
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ing at only one point in time. To model this type of nonlin 
earity, a matrix model can be used. Using a sufficiently large 
enough matrix, the effect of the spreading of the nonlinearity 
in the channel can be modeled very accurately. 

For example, the asymmetry can be modeled by a quadratic 
form equation as follows: 

=BT-B-A-B = ...T.S.A.S. (1) 

where B. is a vector of the binary input bits, Y. is a vector of 
the ideal FIR output samples, and superscript T indicates the 
vector is transposed; T and T are both one-column matrices 
characterizing the linear part of the signal; and A are both 
square matrices characterizing the nonlinear part of the sig 
nal. 

The first term, B'T', is the linear term that characterizes 
the linear relationship between the FIR output and the binary 
input. The second term, b.A.B., is a quadratic form, so 
there are two vectors of binary input on both sides of a square 
matrix. Thus, this equation gives the modeled relationship 
between the FIR output and the binary input to the head 
media channel. 

In addition, the second part of the equation gives the mod 
eled relationship between the FIR output and the ideal FIR 
output, which is readily available in the channel. The qua 
dratic form equation models the relationship between the true 
FIRoutput and the ideal FIRoutput. Y, is a vector of ideal FIR 
output. Expanding this vector to clarify the notation: 

y N (2) 

Y = y 

yN 

C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 
k - 6 k - 5 k - 4 k-3 k- 2 

R1 O.06 0.03 -0.14 0.04 O.08 
k - 6 
R2 O.O3 -0.22 O.30 -0.17 -0.06 
k - 5 
R3 -0.14 O.30 -0.31 O.36 0.10 
k - 4 
R4 O.04 -0.17 O.36 -0.51 O.O1 
k-3 
R5 O.O8 -0.06 O.1O O.O1 O.O7 
k-2 
R6 -O.27 0.27 -0.51 0.32 -0.38 
k-1 
R7 -0.13 -0.38 0.02 -0.72 O.OS 
& 

R8 O.O3 -0.04 -0.18 -0.11 O.33 
k+ 1 
R9 -O.O2 O.O2 (0.15 -0.04 -0.18 
k+2 
R1O O.O1 OO6 -0.19 O. 11 O.10 
k+3 
R11 -0.03 O.O2 O.O9 -0.02 -0.16 
k+ 4 
R12 O.O1 -0.01 -0.11 O.O8 O.O7 
k+5 
R13 -0.04 O.O1 OO6 -0.05 -0.10 
k+ 6 
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Y. is a vector of the ideal FIRoutput for a period of time. This 
vector can be centered around the current time, which is k, 
and can go in both directions in time, including both the future 
ideal FIR output values and the past ideal FIR output values. 
Here, the Superscript 'd' indicates that this is the ideal FIR 
output (the reconstructed FIRoutput, which is the signal after 
Some signal processing and reconstruction). 
A Minimum Mean Square Error (MMSE) criterion can be 

used to decide the matrices in the above modeling. Simula 
tions of this modeling indicate high accuracy. For example, 
with a DC-free target of 5, 3, -3, -3, -2, 30% asymmetry, 
1x25 and 25x25 modeling matrices, the simulated identifica 
tion error, defined as the difference between the real FIR 
output Y.(k) and the identified FIR output Y(k), is shown in 
a graph 300 in FIG. 3. As shown, the error can be very small 
once the converged values of the F and A matrices are 
obtained, and the nonlinearity is accurately Summarized by 
the second term of equation (1), Y, T,A.Y., which is governed 
by the A matrix. Most of the information regarding the MR 
asymmetry will typically be provided by the A matrix. 
The asymmetry nonlinearity is modeled in a 25x25 matrix. 

To do asymmetry correction, a Subset of the six hundred and 
twenty five (25 times 25) matrix elements can be used as 
indicators of the amount and direction of MR asymmetry 
identified in the matrix. Moreover, a set of such indicators can 
be selected for use with multiple target polynomials by exam 
ining the matrices in Some specific cases. 

Table 1 shows a portion of a converged, asymmetry matrix 
generated for a target of 5, 3, -3, -3, -2, with 30% asym 
metry; the portion shown is the core 13x13 matrix of the 
nonlinear modeling (the most significant information is found 
in the center of the 25x25 matrix, thus only the core 13x13 
matrix within the 25x25 matrix is shown here): 

TABLE 1 

C6 C7 C8 C9 C10 C11 C12 C13 
k-1 k k+ 1 k+ 2 k+3 k+ 4 k+5 k+ 6 

-0.27 -0.13 O.O3 -0.02 O.O1 -0.03 0.01 -0.04 

O.27 -0.38 -0.04 O.O2 O.O6 O.O2 -0.01 O.O1 

-0.51 O.O2 -0.18 O.15 -0.19 O.09 -0.11 O.O6 

0.32 -0.72 -0.11 -0.04 0.11 -0.02 O.O8 -0.05 

-0.38 O.OS O.33 -0.18 O.10 -O16 O.07 -0.10 

0.36 -0.48 -0.64 O.60 -O31 O40 -0.23 O.28 

-0.48 -0.32 0.44 -0.06 O.47 O.09 O.39 O.09 

-0.64 0.44 O.S4 O.10 O.33 -0.06 O.19 -0.09 

O.6O -0.06 O.10 O.21 -0.23 O.07 -0.15 O.04 

-0.31 O.47 O.33 -0.23 -0.02 O.O1 O.O6 O.O1 

O4O O.09 -O.O6 O.O7 O.O1 0.11 -0.11 O.O1 

-0.23 O.39 O.19 -0.15 O.06 -0.11 O.O3 -O.O2 

O.28 O.09 -0.09 O.04 O.O1 O.O1 -0.02 O.O6 
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TABLE 3-continued 

C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 C7 C8 C9 C10 C11 C12 C13 
k - 6 k - 5 k- 4 k-3 k- 2 k-1 k k+ 1 k+ 2 k+ 3 k+ 4 k+5 k+ 6 

R13 -0.01 O.O1 -0.02 O.O3 O.OO O.10 O.O6 O.O8 -0.01 O.O3 -O.O3 O.O1 O.04 
k+ 6 

The matrices given in Tables 1, 2 and 3 are symmetrical 
about the main diagonal (R1,C1), (R2C2). . . . . (R12,C12), 
(R13, C13). The center element in each matrix (R7,C7), 
which is at the intersection of the 7th column (C7) and 7throw 
(R7), corresponds to the current time index “k”. Each element 
in these matrices represents the relationship between the real 
FIR output and a certain product of the ideal FIR output. 
The center element (R7.C7) corresponds to the square of 

the current FIR output (y."y"). The remaining elements on 
the main diagonal correspond to the squares of the past and 
future FIR outputs (y,"y". . . . . y 'y', y'. 
y",...,y'y..."). The elements off the main diagonal 
correspond to products of the FIR output at different discrete 
times (product terms having different time index subscripts). 
Thus, the element (R8.C7) corresponds to the producty." 
y --1. 
By examining multiple matrices, such as above, matrix 

elements that are significant in the nonlinear modeling in each 
of the multiple matrices can be identified. For example, in the 
three cases shown above, the shaded matrix elements can be 
selected for use in controlling asymmetry correction in the 
channel: 

TABLE 4 

Matrix Elements Nonlinear ModelingTerms 

element (R3, C6) -> y- y 
element (R4, C7) -> y; y 3 
element (R5, C6) -> y-, y-2 
element (R6, C7) -> y: y : 
element (R7, C8)-> y: y : 
element (R6, C8)-> y-, y-, i. 
element (R5, C8)-> ye, y-2 
element (R6, C9) -> y-3' y 

Table 4 shows example matrix elements, and their corre 
sponding nonlinear modeling terms (from equations (1) and 
(2) above), which are useful in controlling asymmetry cor 
rection. 

In addition, Such matrix elements flip their signs when the 
asymmetry is Switched to an opposite polarity. Thus, the 
nonlinear modeling terms obtained using this matrix 
approach can be used as indicators of the presence of asym 
metry and its polarity. When asymmetry correction is applied, 
Such individual terms or their combination can be used as a 
guideline to show if the current asymmetry correction is 
adequate, in which direction the correction should be 
adjusted, or both. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a process of selecting 
signal indicators of asymmetry for use in asymmetry correc 
tion. Multiple asymmetry matrices that model asymmetry in 
a received analog signal, including an effect of asymmetry 
spreading in a read channel, are generated at 410. This can 
involve generating asymmetry matrices that characterize 
relationships between true FIR output and reconstructed, 
ideal FIR output for different targets, including a DC target 
and a DC-free target, as described further below. 
The multiple asymmetry matrices are compared at 420. 

This can involve determining one or more matrix elements 
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that have significant correlation with the asymmetry across 
the multiple matrices, where the one or more matrix elements 
are off a main matrix diagonal. The criteria used in choosing 
the indicators can have three main aspects: (1) the indicator 
should have consistent signs in the sense that the indicator, as 
defined by an element at a particular position in the matrix, 
does not change sign across different matrices generated by 
different target channels as long as the polarity of the asym 
metry applied is not also changed; (2) the values of the indi 
cators should be significant compared to the remaining matrix 
elements (e.g., the value of an indicator should be no less than 
10% of the maximum element values of the matrix regardless 
of the target channels); and (3) the value of an indicator 
should be, in general, linearly proportional to the amount of 
asymmetry applied prior to any asymmetry correction. 

Indicators of asymmetry are selected from the matrices 
based on the comparison at 430. This can involve deciding 
which indicators to include in a read channel device being 
designed, or this can involve assigning relative contributions 
of the indicators for use in asymmetry correction in a read 
channel device that has been designed to include multiple 
programmable asymmetry indicators in accordance with the 
present specification. 

Thus, in general, one or more asymmetry indicators can be 
derived by finding common indicators of nonlinearity in a 
signal across different target polynomials. A single such indi 
cator may be used to control asymmetry correction or mul 
tiple such indicators may be used. In addition, many indica 
tors may be selected for use in a device (e.g., a read channel 
transceiver device), and the device can include program func 
tionality allowing reduction of the influence of one or more of 
the selected indicators (including potentially turning off one 
or more of the indicators). Thus, the indicators used in a given 
application can be programmed as desired. 

For example, two indicators can be used as a reliable indi 
cation of asymmetry and the remaining indicators can be 
ignored. Thus, the nonlinear identification can be modeled by 
the following asymmetry polynomial: 

(3) 

where y' is the ideal channel output, y' is the real output 
according to the asymmetry model, C. models the gain factor 
of the equalized channel, and B indicates the presence of 
asymmetry. Using this model, the coefficients of the asym 
metry polynomial (C. and B) can be determined and used to 
adjust the asymmetry correction. 
The coefficients C. and B can be adaptively decided using 

the LMS control circuit 245. An error signal is defined 
according to the following equation: 

(4) 

where y' is the real FIRoutput with MR asymmetry included 
andy" is the modeled/identified FIR output with the nonlin 
earity taken into account in the modeling, from equation (3). 
The model of nonlinearity in the readback signal can thus be 
made more accurate by making y' as close to y as possible. 
With this error signal defined, the coefficients of the nonlin 
earity model (and consequently the coefficients used by the 

- & ey 
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ASC) can be adjusted using least mean Squared error criteria 
based on the products corresponding to the selected matrix 
indicators. 

Thus, C. and B can be determined by the following equa 
tions: 

(5) a ., a COL'ei 

(6) 

using the LMS control circuit 245. Once the values of C. and 

14 
X indicates the presence of asymmetry based on the squared 
term of the matrix center and can be adaptively decided using 
the LMS control circuit 245. Adaptation of an asymmetry 
correction coefficient can also be influenced by this squared 

5 term, such as in: 

q-qal (B-X) (10) 

Alternatively, X and B can be split up and used with program 
mable step sizes, as in: 

10 
B are reliably determined, the adaptation of the asymmetry 4-1-4 +|lf-112% (11) correction coefficient can be given by: 

The programmable values L and Ll provide programmable 
q-qi-Lif (7) control over the influence of various asymmetry indicators in 

where q is the asymmetry correction coefficient, and L is a the asymmetry correction, including potentially turning off 
step size in the adjustment of the coefficient. As B goes to an indicator all together. For example, as shown in FIG. 2, the 
Zero, the asymmetry is thereby reduced or removed. Note that LMS control circuit 245 can include a programming interface 
L may be a programmable parameterina system, as described 247 with inputs for Landu that enable program control over 
further below, or u may be an implicit parameter and not relative contributions of the asymmetry indicators, (y."y. 
expressly defined. 1'-y'y") and (y."y"). 
The example matrices shown above are for the case of * Moreover, multiple programmable values (LL... L) can be 

using a DC-free target with a possible differentiator used with used with multiple asymmetry indicators, which can be 
the CTF. In practice, a DC target can also be used. In the case grouped in various ways. In the example above, indicators 
of a DC target, the characteristics of the matrices modeling (R6,C7) and (R7,C8) are grouped with B and the indicator 
the asymmetry will be different. An example is shown in (R7C7) stands alone with X. However, more or fewer indi 
Table 5. * cators can be used, and these indicators can be grouped in 

Table 5 shows the core portion (the core 13x13 matrix of various ways to provide program control over the asymmetry 
the nonlinear modeling) of a converged, asymmetry matrix correction. 
generated for a DC target of 5, 6, 0, -1, with 30% asymme- This technique can determine the nonlinearity at the FIR 
try: output and can be directly applied to the adjustment of the 

TABLE 5 

C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 C7 C8 C9 C10 C11 C12 C13 
k - 6 k - 5 k- 4 k-3 k- 2 k-1 k k+ 1 k+ 2 k+ 3 k+ 4 k+5 k+ 6 

R1 O.O1 O.OO O.O1 OO1 -O.OO -O.O1 O.O2 O.O3 O.OO -O.OO -OOO O.OO -0.01 
k - 6 
R2 O.OO -0.01 -0.01 -O.O3 O.O1 OO1 -0.03 -0.03 -0.01 O.OO -OOO O.OO O.OO 
k - 5 
R3 O.O1 -0.01 O.04 OOO O.O6 O.O2 -O.O1 O.O2 -OOO O.OO -OOO -O.OO -OOO 
k - 4 
R4 O.O1 -0.03 O.OO -0.12 O.04 O.O3 -0.08 -0.04 -OOO -O.OO -0.01 (0.01 -OOO 
k-3 
R5 -OOO O.O1 OO6 O.04 0.38. O.11 -0.2O -0.06 -0.01 O.O1 -OOO -O.OO -OOO 
k-2 
R6 -O.O1 O.O1 O.O2 O.O3 0.11 -0.10 -0.43 -0.13 O.O2 -O.O3 O.O2 -O.O2 O.O2 
k-1 
R7 0.02 -0.03 -0.01 -0.08 -0.20 -0.43 -1.20 -0.46 0.03 -0.06 0.04 -0.04 0.03 
& 

R8 O.O3 -0.03 O.O2 -0.04 -0.06 -0.13 -0.46 O.O7 O.13 -0.01 O.O2 -0.01 (0.01 
k+ 1 
R9 O.OO -0.01 -0.00 -OOO -O.O1 O.O2 O.O3 O.13 O.15 O.O1 -0.01 (0.01 -0.01 
k+2 
R1O -OOO O.OO O.OO -OOO O.O1 -0.03 -0.06 -O.O1 O.O1 -0.10 -0.01 O.O1 -0.01 
k+3 
R11 -OOO -O.OO -OOO -0.01 -O.OO O.O2 (0.04 O.O2 -0.01 -O.O1 OO6 O.O1 -OOO 
k+ 4 
R12 O.OO O.OO -0.00 OO1 -O.OO -O.O2 -0.04 -O.O1 O.O1 O.O1 O.O1 -0.04 -OOO 
k+5 
R13 -0.01 O.OO -OOO -OOO -O.OO O.O2 O.O3 OO1 -0.01 -0.01 -OOO -O.OO O.O2 
k+ 6 

In this matrix, the most significant term is the center ele 
ment (R7.C7). In comparison, the other elements are rela 
tively small. Thus, in the case of DC targets, the squared ideal 
equalized output value for the current time should usually be 
included in the nonlinear modeling. Thus, this matrix element 
can be included in the modeling, such as in the following 
example equations: 

(8) 

(9) 

coefficients in the ASC. The asymmetry correction can be 
applied in the analog, continuous time domain (e.g., as close 

60 to the asymmetry component 205 as possible). 
FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an example ASC 500. 

The ASC 500 is implemented in an analog circuit in the 
continuous time domain. The ASC 500 adjusts the readback 
signal 505 by feeding it through a squaring circuit 510 and a 

65 multiplier circuit 530 to obtain an adjusted signal that is then 
added back into the readback signal 505. The squaring circuit 
510 squares the signal 505, the multiplier circuit 530 mixes 
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the squared signal with a second order coefficient value 520, 
and the result is combined with the readback signal 505 in an 
adder circuit 540. Additional higher order adjustments can 
also be built into the ASC 500. 
The signal processor components described can be imple 

mented as one or more devices, such as one or more integrated 
circuit (IC) devices, in a storage device. FIG. 6 is a block 
diagram showing a magnetic-media disk drive that employs 
amplitude asymmetry correction as described. The disk drive 
includes ahead-disk assembly (HDA) 600 and drive electron 
ics 650 (e.g., a printed circuit board assembly (PCBA) with 
semiconductor devices). The HDA 600 includes one or more 
disks 610 mounted on an integrated spindle and motor assem 
bly 615. The spindle and motor assembly 615 rotates the 
disk(s) 610 under read-write head(s) connected with a head 
assembly 620 in the HDA 600. The disk(s) 610 can be coated 
with a magnetically hard material (e.g., a particulate Surface 
or a thin-film Surface) and can be written to, or read from, a 
single side or both sides of each disk. 
A head 632 on an arm 630 can be positioned as needed to 

read data on the disk. A motor, Such as a voice coil motor, can 
be used to position the head over a desired track. The arm 630 
can be a pivoting or sliding arm and can be spring-loaded to 
maintain a proper flying height for the head 632 in any drive 
orientation. A closed-loop head positioning system can be 
used. 

The HDA 600 can include a preampfwriter 640, where 
head selection and sense current value(s) can be set. The 
preamp/writer 640 can amplify a readback signal before out 
putting it to signal processing circuitry 670. The signal pro 
cessing circuitry 670 can include a readback signal circuit, a 
servo signal processing circuit, and a write signal circuit. 

Signals between the HDA 600 and the drive electronics 650 
can be carried through a flexible printed cable. A controller 
680 can direct a servo controller 660 to control mechanical 
operations, such as head positioning through the head assem 
bly 620 and rotational speed control through the motor 
assembly 615. The controller 680 can be one or more IC chips 
(e.g., a combo chip), which can include read/write channel 
signal processing circuitry 670. The controller 680 can be a 
microprocessor and a hard disk controller. The drive electron 
ics 650 can also include various interfaces, such as a host-bus 
interface, and memory devices, such as a read only memory 
(ROM) for use by a microprocessor, and a random access 
memory (RAM) for use by a hard disk controller. The read/ 
write channel 670 can also include error correction circuitry 
(e.g., MNP). 
The amplitude asymmetry correction circuitry can be inte 

grated with one or more of the components described above 
or organized into a separate component of a disk drive. For 
example, the amplitude asymmetry correction circuitry can 
be integrated into the controllers 660, 680, the read/write 
channel 670, the preampfwriter 640, or various combinations 
of these components (e.g., the components 660, 670, 680 can 
all be combined into a single integrated circuit). Moreover, 
the amplitude asymmetry correction circuitry can be inte 
grated into a device. Such as a read/write channel transceiver 
device (e.g., the read/write channel 670), suitable for use in a 
magnetic recording system; and this device can be configured 
to be usable with both longitudinal magnetic recording 
(LMR) and perpendicular magnetic recording (PMR). 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing PMR as can be used in 
the magnetic-media disk drive of FIG. 6. A read-write head 
700 flies over a PMR storage disk 710. The head 700 records 
bits perpendicular to the plane of the disk. The PMR disk 710 
includes a high permeability ('soft’) magnetic under-layer 
720 between a perpendicularly magnetized thin film data 
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storage layer 730 and the substrate 740. An image of the 
magnetic headpole created by the head 700 is produced in the 
magnetically soft under-layer 720. Consequently, the storage 
layer 730 is effectively in the gap of the recording head, where 
the magnetic recording field is larger than the fringing field 
produced by a LMR head. A read/write channel transceiver 
device designed for use with both PMR and LMR can include 
a differentiator to take the first derivative of the readback 
signal in the case PMR, as described above. 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a process of asymmetry 
correction as can be performed in a storage system. Ananalog 
signal is received from a storage medium at 810. Asymmetry 
in the analog signal is compensating for based on at least one 
coefficient adjustment at 820. 
A digital signal obtained by sampling the analog signal is 

equalized at 830. A data sequence is detected in the digital 
signal at 840. An ideal target channel output is reconstructed 
from the detected data sequence at 850. The coefficient 
adjustment is modified to affect the asymmetry compensation 
based on an estimate of nonlinearity derived from the digital 
equalized signal and reconstructed ideal target channel output 
values corresponding to different discrete times at 860. 
The processes described above, and all of the functional 

operations described in this specification, can be imple 
mented in electronic circuitry, computer hardware, firmware, 
Software, or in combinations of them, such as the structural 
means disclosed in this specification and structural equiva 
lents thereof, including a software program operable to cause 
one or more machines to perform the operations described. It 
will be appreciated that the order of operations presented is 
shown only for the purpose of clarity in this description. No 
particular order may be required for these operations, and 
various operations can occur simultaneously. 
A few embodiments have been described in detail above, 

and various modifications are possible. Thus, other embodi 
ments may be within the scope of the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising: 
generating asymmetry vectors that model asymmetry in a 

received analog signal, including an effect of asymmetry 
spreading in a read channel; 

selecting at least two different indicators of asymmetry 
based on comparing one or more characteristics of the 
asymmetry vectors; and 

using the selected indicators of asymmetry to compensate 
for one or more asymmetries associated with the analog 
signal. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating com 
prises generating asymmetry vectors that characterize rela 
tionships between true finite impulse response (FIR) output 
and reconstructed, ideal FIR output for different targets, 
including a DC target and a DC-free target. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating com 
prises generating the asymmetry vectors for different targets 
for modeling signal nonlinearity caused by a magnetic 
recording channel asymmetry associated with the read chan 
nel. 

4. The method of claim 1, comprising: 
determining, based on one or more of the asymmetry vec 

tors, one or more vector elements having significant 
correlation with an asymmetry indicated by the multiple 
asymmetry vectors, 

wherein the selecting comprises using the one or more 
determined vector elements. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the selecting comprises 
assigning relative contributions of the indicators for use in 
asymmetry correction. 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the selecting comprises 
selecting an indicator whose sign is identical in all of the 
asymmetry vectors. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the selecting comprises 
selecting largest valued elements of the asymmetry vectors. 

8. A non-transitory storage medium encoded with a soft 
ware program operable to cause one or more machines to 
perform operations comprising: 

generating asymmetry vectors that model asymmetry in a 
received analog signal, including an effect of asymmetry 
spreading in a read channel; 

Selecting at least two different indicators of asymmetry 
based on comparing one or more characteristics of the 
asymmetry vectors; and 

using the selected indicators of asymmetry to compensate 
for one or more asymmetries associated with the analog 
signal. 

9. The storage medium of claim 8, wherein the generating 
comprises generating asymmetry vectors that characterize 
relationships between true finite impulse response (FIR) out 
put and reconstructed, ideal FIR output for different targets, 
including a DC target and a DC-free target. 

10. The storage medium of claim 8, wherein the generating 
comprises generating asymmetry vectors for different targets 
for modeling signal nonlinearity caused by a magnetic 
recording channel asymmetry associated with the read chan 
nel. 

11. The storage medium of claim 8, wherein the operations 
comprise: 

determining, based on one or more of the asymmetry vec 
tors, one or more vector elements having significant 
correlation with an asymmetry indicated by the multiple 
asymmetry vectors, wherein the selecting comprises 
using the one or more determined vector elements. 

12. The storage medium of claim 8, wherein the selecting 
comprises assigning relative contributions of the indicators 
for use in asymmetry correction. 

13. The storage medium of claim 8, wherein the selecting 
comprises selecting an indicator whose sign is identical in all 
of the vectors. 

14. The storage medium of claim 8, wherein the selecting 
comprises selecting largest valued elements of the vectors. 

15. An apparatus comprising: 
circuitry to receive data indicative of an analog signal; 
circuitry configured to generate asymmetry vectors that 
model asymmetry in the analog signal, including an 
effect of asymmetry spreading in a read channel; 

circuitry configured to select at least two different indica 
tors of asymmetry based on the asymmetry vectors, and 

circuitry configured to (i) assign relative contributions of 
the indicators for use in asymmetry correction, (ii) select 
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an indicator whose sign is identical in all of the vectors, 
(iii) select largest valued elements of the vectors, (iv) or 
a combination thereof. 

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the circuitry con 
figured to generate the asymmetry vectors is configured to 
generate asymmetry vectors that characterize relationships 
between true finite impulse response (FIR) output and recon 
structed, ideal FIRoutput for different targets, including a DC 
target and a DC-free target. 

17. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the circuitry con 
figured to generate the asymmetry vectors is configured to 
generate asymmetry vectors for different targets for modeling 
signal nonlinearity caused by a magnetic recording channel 
asymmetry associated with the read channel. 

18. The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising: 
circuitry configured to determine, based on one or more of 

the asymmetry vectors, one or more vector elements 
having significant correlation with an asymmetry indi 
cated by the multiple asymmetry vectors. 

19. The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising: 
circuitry configured to use the selected indicators of asym 

metry to compensate for one or more asymmetries asso 
ciated with the analog signal. 

20. A system, comprising: 
a read channel to produce an analog signal; and 
circuitry configured to generate asymmetry vectors that 

model asymmetry in the analog signal, including an 
effect of asymmetry spreading in the read channel, select 
at least two different indicators of asymmetry based on 
comparing one or more characteristics of the asymmetry 
vectors, and use the selected indicators of asymmetry to 
compensate for one or more asymmetries associated 
with the analog signal. 

21. The system of claim 20, wherein comparing the one or 
more characteristics of the asymmetry vectors includes 
assigning relative contributions of the indicators for use in 
asymmetry correction, identifying an indicator whose sign is 
identical in all of the asymmetry vectors, determining largest 
valued elements of the asymmetry vectors, or a combination 
thereof. 

22. The system of claim 20, wherein the circuitry is con 
figured to generate asymmetry vectors that characterize rela 
tionships between true finite impulse response (FIR) output 
and reconstructed, ideal FIR output for different targets, 
including a DC target and a DC-free target. 

23. The system of claim 20, wherein the circuitry is con 
figured to generate asymmetry vectors for different targets for 
modeling signal nonlinearity caused by a magnetic recording 
channel asymmetry associated with the read channel. 

24. The system of claim 20, wherein the circuitry is con 
figured to determine, based on one or more of the asymmetry 
vectors, one or more vector elements having significant cor 
relation with an asymmetry indicated by the multiple asym 
metry vectors. 


