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To all whom it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY E. SOUTH 

WORTH, of Colchester, in the county of Chit 
tenden and State of Vermont, have invented 
a new and useful Improvement in Curtain 
Stretchers, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention has to do with the bars of a 

curtain-stretcher frame and the fabric-hold 
ing pins mounted therein, the object being to 
produce a cheap, efficient, and conveniently 
arranged construction wherein the pins will 
be held securely in place and be supported 
against strain, while at the same time they 
may be readily manipulated and adjusted 
longitudinally of the bar in which they are 
mounted. 
Under my invention the curtain-stretcher 

bar has in and lengthwise of its body a slot 
substantially A - shaped in cross - section 
formed by two slots which enter the bar from 
one of its faces (preferably its upper face) 
and diverge from each other as they pass 
from the entering-point into the body of the 
bar, and the fabric-holding pins are provided 
with bases of corresponding cross-section to 
enter and fit in said slot, through the open 
apex of which the shanks of the pins pro 
trude. 
The invention will first be described in con 

nection with the drawings accompanying and 
forming part of this specification and will 
then be more particularly pointed out in the 
claims. 

In said drawings, Figure 1 is an end eleva 
tion of a side bar of a curtain-stretcher frame 
embodying my invention in its preferred 
form. Fig. 2 is a cross-section of a bar hav 
ing a modified form of retaining-slot. Fig. 3 
is a perspective view of the preferred form 
of pin. 
The bar A (made of any approved material) 

has that portion of its upper face adjoining 
the inner edge beveled, as at a, this beveled 
or inclined face forming a surface on which 
the shanks b' of the pins b may rest. In rear 
of this beveled face a are two longitudinal 
slots which enter the bar from the upper face 
thereof at an angle to each other and diverge 
from one another as they pass down from the 
entering-point into the body of the bar, thus 
forming, in effect, a continuous slot c of Sub 
stantially. A shape in cross-section, the acute 
ness of the apex of the slot being determined, 

of course, by the angle at which the slots en 
ter the bar relatively to one another and to 
the distance which may separate them at the 
entering-point. 
The pins b have bases of corresponding A 

form in cross-section to fit and move length 
Wise in the A-slot c, the shanks of the pins 
projecting through the open apex of the slot 
and extending upon the inclined face a of the 

| bar. It is this combination of a A-slotted 
curtain-stretcher bar with pins having corre 
spondingly A-shaped bases to fit and move 
lengthwise of the A-slot in the bar that 
mainly characterizes my invention. The 
pins are thereby held at all times most se 
curely in place. They can be adjusted length 
wise of the bar with great facility, while at 
the same time whenever the strain on the at 
tached curtain comes upon them they are 
thereby clamped, as it were, in place and 
practically locked against misplacement or 
accidental lengthwise movement. The only 
difference between the structures in Figs. 1 
and 2 is that in the former the slot is less 
acute angled than it is in the latter. Mani 
festly this angle may vary without departure 
from the invention. 
The form of pin whichI prefer to employ is 

illustrated in Fig. 3. It is made of wire in 
one continuous piece and is what may be 
called a 'double' pin-that is to say, each 
end of the wire is bent to form a pin b and 
that portion of the wire between the shanks 
b' of these two pins is bent to form a A 
shaped base a”, adapted to fit and slide in the 
A-slot c in the bar. 
Having described my invention and the 

best way now known to me of carrying the 
same into practical effect, I state in conclu 
sion that I do not limit myself strictly to the 
structural details hereinbefore set forth in 
illustration of the invention, for manifestly 
the same can be varied to some extent with 
out departure from the spirit of the inven 
tion; but 
What I claim herein as new, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A curtain-stretcher bar having in and 

lengthwise of it a slot of substantially A 
cross-section with its apex opening on one of 
the faces of the bar, substantially as and for 
the purposes hereinbefore set forth. 

2. A curtain-stretcher bar having that por 
tion of its upper face which adjoins its inner 

55 

7 O 

75 

9o 

95 

OO 



O 

2 

edge beveled, and also having formed in and 
lengthwise of it a slot of Ashape in cross 
section the open apex of which is along the 
rear edge of the beveled portion of the bar, 
substantially as and for the purposes herein 
before set forth. 

3. A pin for curtain-stretcher bars consist ing of a pin proper and a supporting-base of 
A shape in cross-section to which the shank 
of the pin is secured, substantially as and for 
the purposes hereinbefore set forth. 

4. A curtain-stretcher bar having in and 
lengthwise of its body a slot of substantially 
A shape in cross-section, formed by two slots 
which enter the bar from one of its faces and 
diverge from each other as they pass from 
the entering-point into the body of the bar, 

form a pin 
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and retaining-pins having bases of corre 
sing shape in cross-section to enter and 

fit in said A-slot, substantially as and for the 
purposes hereinbefore set forth. 

5. A double pin formed of a single piece of 
Wire having its opposite ends bent each to 

and pin-shank, and that portion 
of it intervening between the pin-shanks bent 
to form a base A-shaped in cross-section, 
substantially as hereinbefore set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
HENRY E. SOUTHWORTH. 

Witnesses: 
W.I. JoNES, 
J. C. PICHE. 
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