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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Louis KAPLAN, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at New 
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York, in the county of New York and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Rubber Heels, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawing. 
The present invention relates to cushioned 

heels of rubber or similar resilient material, p 
and has for its object the provision of a heel 
of novel and improved construction, where 
by to afford efficient resiliency or cushioning 
action, as well as effectively preventing skid 
ding or slipping. 
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A further object is the formation of the 
tread of the heel with novel ribs, for purpose 
St. resiliency and wear, and to avoid skid 
Ing. 
Another object is the formation of notches 

in the sides of the heel to add to the appear 
ance of the heel and resiliency. . . 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, which will be apparent as the inven 
tion is more fully understood, the invention 
resides in the novel formation of the heel, it 
being understood that changes in details can 
be made within the scope of what is herein 
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after claimed, without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing, wherein:- 
Figure i is a plan view of the heel. 
Fig. 2 is section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
The heel, which is molded from rubber or 

other equivalent material, has its tread sur 
face concaved, as at , and such surface is 
provided thereon with the ribs 8, 9, 10, and 
11, which are of U-shape, with their ends 
terminating adjacent to the breast or for 
ward end of the heel, and although four ribs 
are shown more or less can be used. The 
ribs from the outer rib 8 to the inner rib 11. 
are disposed one within the other, in spaced 
relation and are of gradually diminishing 
width and height from the outer to the inner 
rib. The outer rib 8 runs close to the sides 
and rear end of the heel, leaving a shoulder 
or ledge 14 surrounding the rib 8, and the 
ribs 9,10 and 11 are spaced increasing dis 
tances from the plane of the rib 8. Thus at 
the outset, the wear comes on the outer thick 
rib, and when said rib yields sufficiently, the 
next rib 9 will come into contact with the 
underlying surface, and as the ribs wear 

away from the outer rib inward, this will 
bring the successive ribs from the outer one 
into use, thereby continuing the advantage 
in having a new U-shaped rib on the tread 
of the heel, with the ends extending for 
Wardly, to avoid slipping and to also pro 
yide for effecitve resiliency in walking. The 
U-shaped ribs having their ends projecting 
forwardly will effectively prevent forward 
sliding motion of the heel on a wet or slip 
ery surface. 
The ribs are provided at intervals between . 

the ends thereof with transverse notches 12, 
which are in staggered relation, and which 
are of crescent shape, whereby such notches 
or slots will assist in preventing slipping in 
all directions. 
The heel has nail holes 13 extending there 

through for nailing the heels to the shoe, and 
Such holes 13 are located between two of the 
ribs, or between the ribs 8 and 9, as shown. 
Another nail hole 15 extends through the 
heel near the breast thereof, between the 
ends of the ribs. 

It is also advantageous, both for purpose 
of resiliency and appearance, to provide the 
sides and rear ends of the heel with notches 
or recesses 16 located between the top and 
tread surfaces of the heel, whereby the mar 
ginal portion of the heel has greater resili 
ency, and for the additional purpose of giv 
ing the heel an attractive appearance in har 
mony with the prevailing practice of having 
gamental perforations in the upper of the 
SOE. 

The ribs can be of various sizes, but pref 
erably of diminishing width and height 
from the outer to the inner rib, and the ribs 
can extend to the center of the heel, if pre 
ferred. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is:- 
1. A resilient heel having ribs on its tread 

surface, located one within the other, and of 
diminishing height to come into contact with 
the underlying surface one after the other 
from the outer rib inward as the ribs wear 
away. 

2. A resilient heel having ribs on its tread 
surface located one within the other, and of 
diminishing height from the outer rib in 
ward so that the ribs come into contact with 
the underlying surface one after the other 
from the outer rib inward as the ribs wear 
away, and each rib being rovided at spaced 
intervais with transverse notches. 
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on its tread surface located one within the 
3. A resilient heel having U-shaped ribs 

other, and having their ends extending to 

10. 

the breast of the heel, said ribs decreasing 
in height from the outer rib inward so as to 
come into contact with the underlying sur 
face one after the other from the outer rib 
inward as the ribs wear away. 

4. A resilient heel having a concave 
tread surface and a set of U-shaped ribs on 
said surface located one within the other 
and having their ends extending forwardly 
to the breast of the heel, said ribs decreasing 
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in height from the outer rib inward so as to 
come into contact with the underlying sur- 15 
face one after the other from the outer rib 
inward as the ribs wear away, and each of 
the ribs being provided at spaced intervals 
with transverse notches, and said notches of 
the several ribs being in staggered relation. 20 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

Signature. 
LOUIS KAPLAN. 

Witness: 
CELIo GREENFIELD. 


