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Abstract of the Disclosure
Disclosed herein is ball-catching glove having a front portion and
a back portion defining a hand space therebetween, an opening at an
edge of the glove which is configured for passage of the hand of the
5 wearer into the hand space, and an elastic liner formed in the hand
space and connected to the front portion. The liner is configured to
draw the wearer’s hand toward the front portion, thereby providing for

improved control by the wearer in opening and closing the glove.
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BASEBALL OR SOFTBALL GLOVE

Background of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to baseball and softball
gloves, and more particularly to a glove having improved fit.
It is advantageous for a baseball or softball glove to have a large

pocket in order to maximize a player's ability to capture a bali.
However, one of the disadvantages of a conventional glove with a large
pocket is that a player with a small or medium-sized hand may have
difficulty opening and closing the glove. Furthermore, a small or
medium-sized hand is likely to encounter some degree of sideways
movement within a very Iargé glove, as well as longitudinal movement
toward and away from the upper or distal end of the glove.

It would be beneficial to provide a glove which has a relatively

large pocket and which can be readily manipulated by the wearer, even

if the wearer has a small hand.

Summary of the Invention

It is an object of the invention to provide a custom-fit ball-

catching glove for all hand sizes.

Another object of the invention is to provide a ball-catching glove
which has a large pocket and is particularly well suited for use by a

player having a small or medium-sized hand.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a ball-catching
glove in which lateral and longitudinal movement of a player’s hand
within the glove is reduced.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a ball-catching
glove in which the wearer can more easily open and close the glove.

Other objects will be in part obvious and in part pointed out more

in detail hereinafter.
The invention in a preferred form is a ball-catching glove

comprising a front portion and a back portion defining a hand space
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therebetween which includes a major region for receiving the fingers of

the wearer and a minor region for receiving the thumb of the wearer.
The glove has an opening at an edge for the passage of the hand of the
wearer into the hand space. The glove also includes an elastic liner
formed in the hand space and connected to the front portion. The
elastic liner is configured to draw the wearer's hand toward the front
portion. In a particularly preferred form of the invention, the elastic liner
is configured to bear against the back of the wearer’s hand.

The elastic liner preferably is configured to limit lateral movement
of the wearer’s hand within the glove relative to the front portion of the
glove, and also to limit longitudinal movement of the hand within the
glove toward and away from the distal end of the glove. Typically, the
elastic liner has a pair of opposite sides, each of which is connected to
the front portion of the glove.

In the preferred embodiments of the invention, the elastic liner
extends through both the major region and the minor region of the hand
space. In an open back glove, the elastic liner is configured to extend
across the back of the wearer’s hand and to contact at least the back
of the wearer’s thumb and fifth finger. When configured for use In a
fastback glove, the elastic liner preferably not only extends across the
hack of the wearer’s hand and contacts the back of the wearer’s thumb
and fifth finger, but also contacts the back of the wearer’s third and

fourth fingers.
In a particularly preferred form of the glove, the elastic liner has

a pull strap for drawing the elastic liner along the back of the wearer’'s
hand, thereby enabling the elastic liner to fit smoothly over the wearer’s

hand and facilitating entry and exit of the wearer’'s hand without

deforming the shape of the elastic liner over time.

Another preferred form of the invention is a method of making a

softball glove. The method comprises (1) obtaining a front glove

portion and a back glove portion which can be combined to define a
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hand space therebetween which includes a major region for receiving
the fingers of the wearer and a minor region for receiving the thumb of
the wearer, and having an opening at the edge of the glove for the
passage of the hand of the wearer into the hand space, and (2)
fastening an elastic liner to the front glove portion of the glove in a
manner appropriate to position the elastic liner within the hand space,
the elastic liner being configured to draw the wearer’s hand toward the
front portion.

The invention accordingly consists in the features of
construction, combination of elements and arrangement of parts which
will be exemplified in the construction h.ereafter set forth and the scope

of the application which will be indicated in the appended claims.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Fig. 1 is a rear elevational view of the front portion of a glove

according to a first embodiment of the invention, with the back portion

of the glove removed.
Fig. 2 is a back view of the first embodiment of the glove, fully

assembled, showing the back portion of the glove and the pull strap of

the liner.
Fig. 3 is a front elevational view of the embodiment of the glove

which is shown in Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a rear elevational view of the front portion of a second
embodiment of a glove according to the present invention, with the

back portion of the glove removed.

Fig. 5 is a rear elevational view of the second embodiment of the

glove, fully assembled, with the back portion attached to the front

portion.
Fig. 6 is a.front elevational view of the glove shown in Fig. 5.
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment

According to the present invention, a glove which is adapted to custom-
fit the wearer, allowing for improved control while maintaining a large pocket
size, is provided. The shell or outer front and back layers of the glove can be
5 of conventional design. Additional details about the shell and other parts of
the glove which are similar to known glove designs can be found in prior
issued patents to ball-catching gloves, including U.S. Patent No. 5,155,866,

U.S. Patent No. 5,155,864 and U.S. Patent No. 5,155,865, and others.
Referring now the drawings and in particular to Figs. 1 - 3, a fastback
10 glove according to the present invention is shown and is designated as 10.
The glove has a front portion 12 and a back portion 14 which are made of
suitable material, such as leather. The material defines a hand space 19
including a major region 20 for the receipt of the wearer’s fingers and a minor
region 22 for the receipt of the wearer’s thumb. An opening 26 is formed at
15 the lower end 33 of the glove 10 between the front portion 12 and back
portion 14 through which the wearer can insert their hand into the hand space
19. Stitching and lacing 28 couple the front portion 12 and back portion 14
to each other. Webbing 30 is positioned between the thumb portion 34 and
the finger portion 36. Webbing 30 includes an upper woven portion 37
20 attached to a semi-oval-shaped well portion 38 both of which, in conjunction
with outer surface 31 of the front portion 12, form a pocket 40 for accurately

catching a ball.
The back portion 14 of the glove has an oval-shaped aperture 42

through which the wearer can extend their index finger.

2b The webbing 30 is positioned to enable the wearer to pivot the glove
open and closed relative to an axis which extends diagonally from a location

between the index finger and thumb of the wearer to the lower end of the

wearer’'s hand.
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The front portion 12 of the preferred embodiment has an Inner
surface 44 which is formed at least in part by the front portion of a
palm liner 41. The palm liner 41, which is reduced in size by about
15% as compared to a conventional palm liner, is attached to an outer
front layer 13 in a conventional manner by lacing 15 at the bottom of
the glove. The top of the front portion of the palm liner and also the
back portion of the palm liner are stitched or otherwise fastened to the
outer layers or shell of the glove in a conventional manner. In other
embodiments of the invention (not shown), the front portion is a single
layer and the inner surface 44 and outer surface 31 are opposite

surfaces of a single layer.
An elastic liner 43 is affixed to the inner surface 44 of the front

portion 12, e.g., by stitching to the palm liner 41, and is adapted to
bear against the back of the wearer's hand, thereby causing the front
of the wearer’'s hand to bear against the inner surface 44 of front
portion 12. The liner 43 is configured to overlap approximately the
lower half of the front portion 12. The liner 43 has a cut-out portion 46
which corresponds to the aperture 42 in the back portion. The liner 43
'« stitched or otherwise fixed to the front portion 12 along both sides
of the thumb portion 34, along the side of the index finger portion near
the wearer’s middle finger, along the side of the finger portion 36 which
is near the wearer’s middle finger, between the wearer’s fourth and fifth
fingers, and along the outer edge near the wearer’s fifth finger In a
manner described below in further detail. The liner 43 is not stitched
to the glove 10 atits lower end 33 thereby enabling the wearer to insert
their hand between the liner and the inner surface 44 of front portion

12. The liner 43 is sized and is spaced from the inner surface 44 in an

amount appropriate to provide for a tight but comfortable stretch-fit

around the back.of the wearer’s hand and fingers.
Preferably, the liner 43 extends up a portion of the back of the

wearer’s fingers. ltis not necessary for the liner 43 to extend up to the
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top of the wearer's fingers in order for the liner to provide for improved
hand control over the control achieved with a conventional glove.
Furthermore, there are important advantages to the preferred
embodiment in which the elastic liner 43 does not extend up to the tips
of the wearer’'s fingers. First, the liner 43 is better able to
accommodate a variety of hand sizes. Second, the open finger design
provides added comfort. Third, the open finger design provides for
good breathability while offering maximum control in the most important
flex area of the hand. Fourth, it is believed that the upper edge of the

elastic liner 43 may "grab" the back of the wearer’s fingers, thereby

providing further stability of the glove on the wearer’s hand.

The lower end 50 of the liner 43 is reinforced with a sturdy
elastic stretch strap 52 which is positioned to extend transversely
across the back of the wearer’s hand at or just above the wrist outside
the liner 43. This helps to prevent the glove from falling off of the
wearer’'s hand. The strap 52 allows for flexibility of the liner 43 when
the glove 10 is placed on the wearer’s hand, and provides support for
maintaining the glove 10 on the wearer’s hand in a generally fixed
position after insertion of the hand. The strap 52 is stitched to the liner
43 at each end of the strap, and preferably also is stitched to the liner
43 along the entire length of the strap 52.

It is significant that the strap 52 is located inside the glove
because it will then continue to serve as a support when the glove
softens. While the stretch strap could be replaced by non-elastic strap
which is adjustable using a buckle or the like, it is preferable to form the
strap 52 of an elastic material for reasons of economics, as well as to
provide for maximum flexibility in opening and closing the glove. It IS
further note that if a sufficiently strong and wide strap were used, the
strap would constitute both the strap 52 and liner 43 of the preferred

embodiment. However, the use of the elastic liner 43 in conjunction

with strap 52 provides for optimum fit and control of the glove.
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The combination of the strap 52 in conjunction with the liner 43
provides for less permanent stretch in the liner, i.e., less loss of
resilience of liner 43, after extended use of the glove.

To facilitate placement of the glove 10 on the wearer’s hand, a
pull strap 54 having a loop-type configufation at the lower end of the
iner 43 is fastened to the liner 43. The pull strap 54 allows the wearer
to pull the elastic liner 43 out away from and then across the back ot
their hand. As shown in Fig. 6, the pull strap 54 extends slightly below
the front portion 12 for convenient access by the wearer. When a
player puts on the glove of the invention, the player first pulis the pull
strap 54 away from their hand and wrist, in a direction which Is
generally perpendicular to the plane of the lower part lower part of the
front surface of the glove in order to provide a relatively wide opening
for thé player’s hand.

One preferred configuration for mounting the pull strap 54 on the
iner 43 is to stitch a generally V-shaped, non-elastic or slightly elastic
component 55 from the upper 1o the lower side of the liner 43. This
configuration provides additional reinforcement for the liner in the
direct'ion of the length of the glove from top 10 bottom while, at the
same time, providing a pull strap 54 which is formed by positioning the
vertex of the V below the lower end of the liner. The vertex of the V
preferably is not pointed, but instead Is flattened to facilitate gripping
by the wearer. As shown in Fig. 1, side-by-side double stitching of the
pull strap 54 on the liner 43 provides added reinforcement. The legs of
the "V" are angled in a manner appropriate to work in conjunction with
the wearer’'s fingers for proper flexing of the glove and for proper

stretch of the liner.

in the embodiment shown in Figs. 1 - 3, the stretch liner 43 Is

stitched to the front portion of the palm liner along the right edge of the
thumb portion between points a and b and along the left edge between

points ¢ and d in Fig. 1. Furthermore, in order to support the elastic
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liner 43 within the palm liner when the pull strap 54 is pulled outward

i order to insert a hand in the glove, and in order to guide the wearer’s
fingers within the glove, the liner is stitched to the front portion of the
palm liner at various locations in a direction generally parallel to the
length of the wearer’s fingers. More specifically, the liner 43 is stitched
to the palm liner along opposite edges at the distal end of the cutout

portion for a distance of about %" - 1" between points e and f and

between points g and h near the wearer’s index finger and middle
finger. Additional stitching is provided in about 1" segments along

opposite sides of the wearer’s ring finger between points i and j, and

between points k and 1.

The glove of the present invention preferably is made of leather,
and can be made of waterproof leather.

A second embodiment of a glove according to the present
invention is shown in Figs. 4 - 6 and is designated as 10°. This glove,
which is of an open back design, includes a front portion 12" with an
inner surface 44, and a back portion 14’. Aliner 43 Is affixed to the
inner surface 44’ of the front portion 12’ along the sides of the glove
10’. The liner 43‘ overlaps much of the lower half of the front portion,
and has a generally D-shaped cut-out 60 corresponding to the open
back of the back portion 14’. The liner 43" is stitched to the Inner
surface 44 of the front portion 12’ at locations between the thumb and
index finger of the wearer, and between the fourth and fifth fingers of
the wearer. In other respects, the design of the liner 43’ is generally
the same as that of the liner 43’ shown in the embodiment depicted in
Figs.1 - 3, i.e., the liner 43" has a reinforcing stretch strap 52‘ along its

back, and a pull strap 54’ to facilitate placement of the glove on the

wearer’'s hand.

The liner 43’ is stitched to the palm liner along the right side of

30 line 3’ between points a’ and b’, and along the left side of liner 43’

between points ¢’ and d’. Additional locations at which the liner 43’ is
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stitched to the palm liner are along the inner side of the thumb portion

between points e’ and f' and along the outer edge of the wearer’s ring

finger between points k" and I'.

The glove of the present invention is useful for ball players having
a variety of hand sizes, and is particularly advantageous for use by
those having medium or small-sized hands. In the embodiments shown
in Figs. 1 - 6, the size of the palm liner has been reduced by about 10 -
20% or more preferably about 15% to provide better fit from small hand
sizes, including women'’s hand sizes. The liner, including the stretch
strap, provides for additional control, thereby facilitating opening and
closing of the glove. The inclusion of an elastic liner enables
comfortable and controlled use of a glove having a large pocket size.

The glove of the present invention is assembled generally in the
same manner as a conventional glove with the exception that the liner
is stitched to the inner surface of the front portion.

The liner preferably is a single layer and is made of an elastic
material which breathes well. Several non-limiting examples of suitable
liner material include perforated neoprene foam, lycra and the like. The
edge of the liner 43 is reinforced by an elastic binding 65 which helps
the liner 43 retain its shape and resilience when the glove is subjected
to extensive use. The stretch strap is made of a sturdy elastic material
that will withstand extended use in competitive conditions without
losing its resiliency. In a particularly preferred form, the stretch strap
has a width of about %" - 3", more preferably %" - 2", and most
preferably about 1". In contrast to inflatable biadders which have been
used in other glove designs, the liner is not inflatable and is configured
for use in a glove which does not have an inflatable bladder to be
positioned at the back of the wearer’s hand.

As will be apparent to persons skilled in the art, various

modifications and adaptations of the structure above described will
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become readily apparent without departure from the spirit and scope of

the invention, the scope of which is defined in the appended claims.
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THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION IN WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY
OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS:

1. A ball-catching glove, comprising:

a front portion and a back portion defining a hand space therebetween which
iIncludes a major region for receiving fingers of a wearer and a minor region for
receiving a thumb of the wearer,

an opening at an edge of the glove which is configured for receiving a hand of
the wearer in the hand space,

an elastic liner formed in the hand space and connected to the front portion, the
liner being configured to draw the wearer's hand toward the front portion, and

an elastic strap connected to a portion of the elastic liner for reinforcing said

portion, the elastic strap being configured to extend transversely across the back of the

wearer's hand proximate the wearer's wrist.

2. A glove according to claim 1, wherein the liner includes means for limiting lateral

movement of the wearer's hand relative to the front portion.

3. A glove according to claim 1, wherein the liner includes means for limiting

longitudinal movement of the wearer's hand relative to the front portion.

4. A glove according to claim 1, wherein the liner has a pair of opposite lateral

sides, each of which is connected to the front portion of the glove.

S. A glove according to claim 1, wherein the liner extends through both the major

region and the minor region of the hand space.

0. A glove according to claim 1, wherein the liner is configured to contact the back

of the wearer's thumb and fifth finger.
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/. A glove according to claim 6, wherein the liner is configured to contact the back
of the wearer's third and fourth fingers.
8. A glove according to claim 1, wherein the liner includes a pull strap for pulling

the lower end of the liner away from the front portion to facilitate insertion of a hand.

9. A glove according to claim 1, wherein the front portion includes a front palm

lining and the elastic liner is connected to the front palm lining.

10.  Aglove according to claim 9, wherein the glove has a predetermined pocket size
and the front palm lining is about 10-20% smaller than a front palm lining of a glove
having generally the same pocket size and having a front palm lining which is

configured for a large hand.

11. A method of making a ball-catching glove comprising:

obtaining a front glove portion and a back glove portion which can be combined
to define a hand space therebetween which includes a major region for receiving fingers
of a wearer and a minor region for receiving a thumb of the wearer. and having an
opening at the edge of the glove for the passage of a hand of the wearer into the hand
space,

fastening an elastic liner to the front glove portion in a manner appropriate to
position the elastic liner within the hand space, the elastic liner being configured to draw
the wearer's hand toward the front portion, and

fastening an elastic strap to a portion of the elastic liner to reinforce said portion,
the elastic strap being configured to extend transversely across the back of the wearer's

hand proximate the wearer's wrist.

12. A method according to claim 11, wherein the liner has a pair of opposite lateral
sides, and the step of fastening comprises connecting each of the opposite lateral sides

to the front portion of the glove.
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13. A method according to claim 11, further comprising the step of forming a pull
strap on the liner proximate to the opening in the glove to enable the wearer to pull the

liner along the back of their hand.

14. A glove according to claim 1, wherein the elastic strap Is configured to prevent

the glove from falling off of the wearer's hand.

15. Aglove according to claim 1, wherein the elastic strap has a width of about % to

2 Inches.

16.  Aglove according to claim 8, wherein the elastic strap has a width of about ¥ to

2 Inches.

17. A method according to claim 11, wherein the elastic strap is fastened such that

the elastic strap will prevent the glove from falling off of the wearer's hand.

18. A method according to claim 11, wherein the elastic strap has a width of about

Y2 t0 2 inches.

19. A method according to claim 13, wherein the elastic strap has a width of about

Y2 t0 2 inches.
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