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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLL1AM NEEF, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Marcel-
lon, in the county of Columbia and State of
Wisconsin, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Insect-Destroyers, of which
the following is a specification,

The invention relates to improvements in
insect-destroyers; and it consists in the con-
struction and novel combination of parts
hereinafter described, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, and pointed out in the
appended claims.

Figure 1 of the drawings represents a per-
spective view of a machine embodying the in-
vention. Fig. 2 representsa plan view thereof.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-
ignates the base-board of the machine, hav-
ing at one corner the standard B, upon the
upper end of which is journaled the shaft of
the driver-pulley C, which is provided with a
crank-handle, ¢, and has in its periphery a
groove, ¢/, that is V-shaped in cross-section.

At the opposite end of the base-board, and
from opposite edges thereof, rise the stand-
ards D and E, the former of which is aligned
with the standard B and has rising from its
top the shaft d, upon which are journaled the
pulleys d’ d? provided with grooved periph-
eries.

F is a horizontal shaft having its inner end
journaled in the standard E near the top
thereof, and having the pulley e, with a
grooved periphery, secured upon and rotating
with it. The said pulley forms the hub of a
wheel, G, that has the outwardly-curving wire
arms ¢ g, at the ends of which the wooden
blocks H H are attached, which blocks rest
between theloops I 1 on the wire arms.

J J are cross-wires that connect the loops I
of opposite arms, and are provided with the
outstanding loops j at suitable points, there
being a central loop on one wire that the op-
posite wire J passes through.

If desired, the base-board A may be dis-
pensed with and the standards B, D, and K
bhave their lower ends inserted in the ground.

In operation the wires J, and, if desired,
the blocks and arms, have rags tied to them,
and said rags and blocks are then saturated
with oil. The rags are then set on fire and
the wheel G rotated by a cord or band, K,
over the drive-pulley C, the pulley e forming
the hub of the wheel G, and around the pul-

leys d’ & as shown in the drawings. The
light and flame caunse the insects in the vi-
cinity to fly thereto, and the rotation of the
wheel causes the rags and blocks to burn more
regularly and evenly and also faster, as the
movement makes a draft toward the wheel.

The machine, Dbesides the described use,
may be employed as a fire-work frame, the
charge or combustible of the fire-work being
secured to the wires J or between the said
wires and arms.

The drive-pulley C may be placed as far as
desired from the wheel G, that has the burn-
ing rags secured to it, so that the operator will
incur no risk of being burned.

Having deseribed my invention, I claim—

1. A rotary wheel composed of a hub, out-
standing arms, and wires connecting the ends
of said arms and provided with loops in which
to tie rags saturated with oil, the hub of said
wheel constituting a pulley, and being con-
nected with a suitable drive-pulley by a band
or belt, substantially as specified.

2. The rotary wheel G, provided with the
radial curved arms g g, the blocks H I, af-
fixed to the outer ends of the said arms, and
the cross-wires J J, intersecting each other at
their centers and provided at intermediate
points with outstanding loops 4, in combina-
tion with the drive-wheel C, provided with a
crank, and the belt or band passing around
the drive-wheel and the hub of the wheel G,
substantially as specified.

3. The combination of the drive-pulley C,
having the crank-arm ¢, the horizontal pul-
leys d’ &?, the shaft F, standing horizontally
from the standard E, the wheel G, composed
of the pulley e, the arms g, the blocks H, and
cross-wires J, connecting the ends of oppo-
site arms and provided with loops 7, and the
band or belt K, substantially as specified.

4. The rotary wheel provided with a weight-
ed periphery and having a series of radial
arms provided with loops, whereby rags satu-
rated with a combustible material may be at-
tached, in combination with means to rotate
the said wheel, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM NEEF.

Witnesses:

JOHN S. FALCONER,
JouN J. KOHLER.
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