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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, TENRY A. WAHLERT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Louis, in the State of Missouri, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Pa-
per-Files; and I hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to the accom-
pbanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1is an elevation of a newspaper-file
embodying my invention, the handle thereof
in section and the file closed. Fig. 2is a per-
spective view thereof, the handle having been
removed and the file opened. TFig. 3is a de-
tail view showing the handle in section at a
right angle to Fig. 1, with means for locking
the file and handle together.

Like symbols refer to like parts wherever
they occur.

My invention relates to that class of de-
vices commonly termed “paper-files,” in-
tended for the temporary filing of newspapers,
periodicals, or pamphlets for ready reference
in workshop, office, or reading - rooms, and
has for its several objects, first, the produc-
tion of a cheap and inexpensive file in which

the paperor pamphlet can be readily inserted-

and as readily removed, and, second, the pro-
vision of means to hinder the unauthorized
withdrawal or removal of the paper from said
file.

The invention belongs, generally, to that
form of newspaper-file wherein the paper or
periodical is clamped between two or more
parallel bars or rods, the free ends of which
are secured after the insertion of the news-

- paper or periodical, and has for its first or
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main feature the combination, with parallel
spring file-bars, of a detachable sleeve or

slip-handle adapted to confine the free ends |

of the parallel spring-bars and means for
confining the detachable slip-handle on the
file-bars, and for a subordinate feature the
provision of projections on the file-bars and
an eye on thefree ends of the parallel spring
file-bars for the reception of the hasp or bow
of a padlock or its equivalent to prevent the
unauthorized removal of the sleeve-handle
from the file-bars. ' »

There are other minor features of inven-
tion, all as will hereinafter more fully appear.
I will now proceed to describe my inven-
tion more fully, so that others skilled in the
art to whichit appertains may apply the same.
In the drawings, 1 and 2 indicate the par-
allel file-bars united or connected at their up-
perends soas to form in conjunction a clamp
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for holding a newspapér or its equivalent

when inserted between said bars, as indicated
at Ain Fig. 2. Said bars1 and 2 are prefer-
ably formed from a single metal rod, which
may be folded so as to bring its free ends to-
gether, and said rod may be tempered to
cause a spring aetion, or may be bent at mid-
length-to form an eye 3 at one end of the file.
The formation of the eye 3is to be preferred,
as it not only affords means of hanging up
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the file-holder or for attaching a chain to -

permanently secure the file-holder, but it in-
sures a proper spring action in the parallel
file-bars 1 and 2, which cause them to yield
for theaccommodation of various thicknesses
of newspapers, &c., to bind in the sleeve or
slip-handle which confines -their free ends,
and also to spring apart and release the news-
paper when the sleeve or slip-handle is re-
moved. The lower or free ends of said file-
bars 1 and 2 are curved, as at 4, to form con-
jointly an eye 6 for the reception of the hasp
or bow of a lock or other suitable means for
preventing the accidental displacement or
removal of the sleeve. or slip-handle 7.

Instead of forming a half-eye on the end of
each file-bar, a complete eye may be formed
on the end of each bar, as indicated in dotted
lines, Fig. 2; but the latter construction is
not so desirable, as it necessitates a larger
bore for the sleeve or slip-handle 7.

At a suitable distance from the free end of
each flle-bar, preferably at a distance slightly
less than the length of the sleeve or slip-han-
dle, is formed a curve, bend, swell, or projec-
tion 8, which eonjointly withits fellow forms
stops to limit the movement of the sleeve or
slip-handle 7 on the file-bars 1 2. '

7 indicates a sleeve or slip-handle having a
narrow bore 9, adapted to permit the pas-
sage of the free ends of the parallel file-bars
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1 and 2, said handle cupped at one end, as at
10, to receive the swells or projections 8 8 of
the file-bars and cut away at the other end,
as at 11, to permit the passage of the hasp or
bow of a suitable padlock 12.

If a lock is not deemed necessary, a cotter
or split pin may be used instead thereof, and
said pin is secured to the handle 7 to prevent
ig)ss,substantially as indicated in dotted lines,

ig. 1

In orderto insert the newspaper or periodi-
cal between-the file-bars 1 and 2, the lock or
pinis first removed from the eye 6, the sleeve
or slip-handle 7 is withdrawn, whereupon the
free endsof the file-bars spring apart and the
newspaper or pamphlet may be inserted, as
indicated in Fig. 2, after which the free ends
of the file-bars 1 and 2 are brought together,
the slip-handle 7 replaced, as shown in Fig.
1, and the lock-bow or its equivalent passed
through the eye 6 at the end of the file-bars
1 and 2.

Among the advantages of my invention are
simplicity and cheapness of construction, ef-
fectiveness asanewspaper-file, readiness with
which the paper or pamphlet can be inserted
or removed, and the security with which the
paper is held after its insertion and the lock-
ing up of the holder.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— .

1. In a newspaper - file, the combination,
with parallel spring-file bars, of a detachable
sleeve or slip-handle for confining the free
ends thereof and means for confining the slip-

handle on the file-bars, substantially as and
for the purposes specified.

2. A newspaper-filehaving parallel spring-
bars composed of a single piece folded upon
itself and having an eye at the line of fold,
and a detachable slip-handle adapted to con-
fine the free ends of the parallel file-bars, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes specified.

3. A newspaper-file having two parallel file-

bars provided at their free ends with an eye.

or eyes, and a detachablesleeve or slip-handle
adapted to confine the free ends of the par-
allel bars, substantially as and for the pur-
poses specified.

4. In a newspaper-file, the combination,
with parallel file-bars having an eye or eyes
at their free ends and swells or projections
just above said eyes, of a sleeve or slip-han-
dle, substantially as and. for the purposes
specified. '

5. In a newspaper-file, the combination of
parallel file-bars composed of a single bar
with an eye at the line of fold and one at the
free ends of said bars, and swells or projec-
tions just above said free ends, and a sleeve
or slip-handleadapted toreceive the free ends
of the file-bars, substantially as and for the
purposes specified.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature,in
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presence of two witnesses, this 28th day of -

July, 1891.
HENRY A. WAHLERT.

Witnesses:
C. C. ZIEGLER,
A. J. THOMAS.



