
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
63

4 
50

7
A

1
��&������������

(11) EP 1 634 507 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
15.03.2006 Bulletin 2006/11

(21) Application number: 04255544.1

(22) Date of filing: 14.09.2004

(51) Int Cl.: �
A43B 23/24 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IT LI LU MC NL PL PT RO SE SI SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL HR LT LV MK

(71) Applicant: Liu, Kun-Chung
Hou-Li Hsiang, Taichung Hsien (TW)�

(72) Inventor: Liu, Kun-Chung
Hou-Li Hsiang, Taichung Hsien (TW)�

(74) Representative: Skone James, Robert Edmund
Gill Jennings & Every LLP 
Broadgate House 
7 Eldon Street
London EC2M 7LH (GB)�

(54) Method for fixing  a logo label to an upper of an article of footwear

(57) A method for fixing a logo label (20) to an upper
(10) of an article of footwear is provided. The upper (10)
has a protective skin (11) formed thereon. The method
includes the steps of: (a) forming a cavity (12) in the pro-

tective skin (11) of the upper (10) by using a laser beam;
(b) filling the cavity (12) in the protective skin (11) with
an adhesive; and (c) adhering the logo label (20) to the
upper (10) through the adhesive in the cavity (12) in the
protective skin (11).
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Description

�[0001] This invention relates to a method for fixing a
logo label to an article, more particularly to a method for
fixing a logo label to an upper of an article of footwear.
�[0002] Generally, an article of footwear bears a logo
label on an upper thereof for showing a trademark or for
ornamentation purposes. The upper of the article of foot-
wear is normally coated with a protective skin. Since this
protective skin is smooth, the logo label, such as logo
labels made fromplastic, rubber or clothmaterials, is dif-
ficult to be adhered to the upper of the article of footwear
through an adhesive, and is normally attached to the up-
per through stitching techniques, which is laborious and
time-consuming.
�[0003] Therefore, the object of the present invention
is to provide a method for fixing a logo label to an upper
of an article of footwear that is clear of the aforesaid draw-
back of the prior art.
�[0004] According to this invention, there is provided a
method for fixing a logo label to an upper of an article of
footwear. The upper has a protective skin formed there-
on. The method includes the steps of: (a) forming a cavity
in the protective skin of the upper by using a laser beam;
(b) filling the cavity in the protective skin with an adhesive;
and (c) adhering the logo label to the upper through the
adhesive in the cavity in the protective skin.
�[0005] Other features and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent in the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiment of this invention,
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:�

Fig. 1 is a flow diagram to illustrate consecutive steps
of the preferred embodiment of a method for fixing
a logo label to an upper of an article of footwear ac-
cording to this invention;
Fig. 2 is a schematic view to illustrate preparation of
a logo label and an upper of an article of footwear
used in the method according to this invention;
Fig. 3 is a schematic view to illustrate how a cavity
in a protective skin of the upper is formed by using
a laser beam;
Fig. 4 is a schematic view to illustrate the step of
filling the cavity in the protective skin with an adhe-
sive; and
Fig. 5 is a schematic view to illustrate consecutive
steps of removing the cover layer from the protective
skin and subsequently adhering the logo label to the
upper of the article.

�[0006] Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the preferred em-
bodiment of a method for fixing a logo label to an upper
of an article of footwear involves preparation of a logo
label 20 and an upper 10 of an article of footwear. The
upper 10 of the article of footwear is coated with a pro-
tective skin 11 that can be colored. In this preferred em-
bodiment, the protective skin 11 is preferably coated with
a releasable cover layer 30.

�[0007] Referring to Figs. 1 and 3, a portion of the re-
leasable cover layer 30 and a portion of the protective
skin 11 coated on the upper 10 of the article of footwear
are removed by a laser beam from a laser device 100,
so as to form a cavity 12 in the protective skin 11 and a
hole in the cover layer 30. The hole in the cover layer 30
is registered with and conforms to the cavity 12 in the
protective skin 11. The laser device 100 may be a laser
engraving machine. The frequency, current, power, mov-
ing speed and trace of light spots of the laser beam can
be adjusted so as to form the hole in the cover layer 30
and the cavity 12 in the protective skin 11 that have a
desired shape corresponding to that of the logo label.
�[0008] As shown in Figs. 1 and 4, before removal of
the cover layer 30, an adhesive 40 is filled in the hole in
the cover layer 30 and the cavity 12 in the protective skin
12.
�[0009] As shown in Figs. 1 and 5, the cover layer 30
is removed from the protective skin 11, and the logo label
20 is adhered to the upper 10 of the article of footwear
through the adhesive 40 in the cavity 12 in the protective
skin 11.
�[0010] With the cover layer 30 attached to the protec-
tive skin 11, filling operation of the adhesive 40 as shown
in Fig. 4 is facilitated, and undesired application of the
adhesive 40 to a periphery of the cavity 12 or the upper
10 is prevented.
�[0011] As compared to the stitching operation in the
conventional method, the use of the laser device 100 and
the adhesive 40 in this invention simplifies the method
for fixing the logo label to the upper of the article of foot-
wear and thus, the cost of the method can be decreased.

Claims

1. A method for fixing a logo label (20) to an upper (10)
of an article of footwear, the upper (10) having a pro-
tective skin (11) formed thereon, characterized by
the steps of: �

(a) forming a cavity (12) in the protective skin
(11) of the upper (10) by using a laser beam;
(b) filling the cavity (12) in the protective skin
(11) with an adhesive; and
(c) adhering the logo label (20) to the upper (10)
through the adhesive in the cavity (12) in the
protective skin (11).

2. The method of claim 1, characterized in that the
method further comprises attaching a releasable
cover layer (30) to the protective skin (11) prior to
the formation of the cavity (12) in the protective skin
(11), the cover layer (30) being formed with a hole
by the laser beam during step (a), the hole in the
cover layer (30) being registered with and conform-
ing to the cavity (12) in the protective skin (11) so as
to prevent undesired application of the adhesive to
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a periphery of the cavity (12) during step (b).
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