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UNITED STATES
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- CHARLES W. LAUBIN, OF MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letter: Patent No. 488,657, dated December 27, 1892,
Application filed Angust 29,1892, Serial No, 444,498, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.: ’

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. LAUBIN, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Me-
ridian, in the county of Lauderdale and State
of Mississippi, have invented a new and use-
fal Finger-Nail Cleaner, of which the follow-
ing is a specifieation. )

My invention relates to a device to be used
as a finger nail cleaner, in lien of the ordi-
nary nail-blades such as are attached to pock-
et-knives, the object in view being to provide
a simple and compact article which may be
carried in the vest pocket and which is pro-
vided with means to loosen or soften the ac-
cumnlation beneath the finger-nails so as to
facilitate its removal.

Further objects and advantages will appear
hereinafter and the novel features will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a side view
of a device embodying my invention, with the
caps shown detached; Fig. 2 is a central lon-
gitndinal sectional view of the same, with the
caps in place; Fig. 8 is a transverse sectional
view of the blade.

Arepresentsahollow tube or reservoir, form-
ing the body of the nail cleaner,and provided
atone end with a projecting blade, B, and at
the opposite end with a brush, ¢. The ends
of the body-portion or reservoir are slightly
rabbeted, as shown at d d, to receive the caps,
D D, which are removable, as shown in Fig. 1.

- The blade is tapered toward its outer end and

35

40

is coneavo-convex in shape, being provided
at its axial line, as shown at E, with a shal-
low groove which communicates at the base
of the blade with a microscopic perforation,
T, formed in the adjacent head of the reser-
voir or handle, whereby when the blade is in
use to remove accumulations from the finger-
nails, a liquid (water or any other liquid pre-
ferred) which is contained in the reservoir is
fed slowly to the blade and flows down -the

central groove thereof to the tip or point,
thereby aiding in loosening said accumula-
tions. The brush which is attached to the
opposite end of the reservoir or handle con-
sists of a central stem, G, bearing the bristles,
G’, of any approved material, as rubber, &ec.
The caps which are provided to cover the ends
of the handle and conceal the blade and brush
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when not in use are held in place by frictional .

contact, the body of the device as well as said
caps being preferably made of vulcanized
rubber or similar material.

Having thus deseribed my invention what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is:

1. A finger-nail cleaner comprising a hollow
handle or reservoir bearing the nail-cleaning
blade and means to feed the liquid contained
in the reservoir to the blade daring use, sub-
stantially as specified.

2. A finger-nail cleaner having a hollow han-
dle or reservoir, and a blade attached to one
end of the handle and provided with agroove
to receive the liquid contained in the handle
or reservoir and convey it to the tip or point
of the blade, substantially as specified.

3. A finger-nailcleaner having a hollow han-
dle or reservoir, a blade attached to one end
of the handle, adjacent to a feed perforation
therein and a brush attached to the opposite
end, substantially as specified.

4. A finger-nail cleaner having a hollow han-
dle or reservoir, and-a concavo-convex ta-
pered blade attached to one end of the han-
dle or reservoir in proximity to a feed perfo-
ration in the end of the latter, substantially
as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES W. LAUBIN.

Witnesses: :

B. J. CARTER,
L. D. BEEK.
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