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Thls invention relates ‘to merchandise packages and
containers therefor, and moré particularly, to'such pack-

dise can be individually dispensed.
Heretofo;-e, V_arious‘ articles’ of “manufacture such as
paper napkins, tissues and towels, for example, have been

‘Packaged in relatively stiff cardboard boxes  which were
_torn-or broken to open.. In many cases, the merchandise

was then transferred froin the original container. into a
separate dispenser from which the units could be ‘drawn

. one at a time for use,

By my present invention, I provide ah'impfoved mer-

-chandise package ‘including a- containér constructed of .-

2

A specific embodiment of the invention has been chosen
for purposes of illustration and description, and is shown
in" the accompanying drawings forming a part of the
specification, wherein:

- FIG. 1 is an elevational view, partly broken away, of
a merchandise container in accordance with the present

invention;
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flexible material which is readily useable as a dispenser.

As a feature of the invention, I provide a container
having a closed' gusset end and . an open ‘opposite  end

_adapted to be closed after filling, a flap extending out-
wardly beyond the guesset end along the rear side of the

container and provided with' an opening for hanging the
container when filled.

The container is constructed from flexible material and
the gusset end may be provided with a readily severable

tear line zone extending in a direction “across its width. ..

In its preferred embodiment, the container is formed from
a single strip of flexible thermoplastic material such. as
polyethylene which is transparent and may readily be heat
sealed where seams are necessary. .

As ‘a further feature of the invention, the Container
is formed of a strip of material which -extends continuously
to provide the rear wall and hang flap, the gusset end,

secured together as by heat sealing along its opposite edges
throughout the length of the container body to provide
side seams which include the side edges of the gusset.
Adfter the container is filled with merchandise through the
open end opposite the gusset end, this open end is-closed
as by heat sealing. - As a further aspect of this feature of
the invention, the hang flap is formed by exteriding the
material beyond the back wall of the container and then
folding it over upon itself so that the hang flap is formed
of two plies of material; and these plies are secured to-
gether along a seam extending between the side seams and
disposed slightly abeve the gusset end. The opening in

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines

22 of FIG. 1;

ages including containers’ from which wunits of mérchan- .1.0

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines
3-—3 of FIG. 1; and )

FIG. 4 is a_ perspéctive view of a merchandise package
illustrating the container of FIG. 1, when filled, and broken
away to illustrate a portion of the contents thereof.

Referring now to the drawings and more particularly
to-FIGS. 1 and 2 thereof, there is shown a container 10
constructed of a single strip of flexible thermoplastic
material such as polyethylene film, for example.

From one end, the strip eéxtends upwardly to provide
a rear wall 11 of the container. - This portion of the strip
extends upwardly beyond the upper end of the rear
wall to provide a rear ply 12 of a hang flap 14. The $trip -
is then folded over as-at 15 to define the top of the flap

- -and extends downwardly to provide a front ply 16 of the
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The folded ‘strip is
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the hang flap may of course be reinforced with a-grommet °

“or the like. :

Actually, the severable ‘tear line zone referred to here-

- inbefore is preferably provided in the closed gusset end of

the container and extends along the full width thereof.
There has thus been outlined rather broadly the more
important features of the invéntion in order that the de-

55

tailed description thereof that follows may be beiter under- -

stood, and in order that the present. contribution to the

art may be better appreciated. ‘There are, of course, ad--

ditional features of the invention that will be described
hereinafter and which will form the subject of the claims
appended hereto. . Those skilled in the art will appreciate
that the conception upon which this disclosure is based
may readily be wutilized as a basis for the designing of

other structures for -carrying out the several purposes.

of ‘the invention. It is important, therefore, that the
claims be regarded as including such equivalent construc-
tions-as do not ‘depart from: the spirit and scope of. the
invention, in -order to-prevent the appropriation of the
invention by those skilled in the art.
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flap. . :
The gusset end of the container is formed by extending
the strip downwardly as at 17 in front of the rear wall
11 and below the hang flap 14 to form the rear fold of
the -gusset. The strip is then folded as at 18 to provide
the lower edge of the gusset, and is continued upwardly
from the fold 18 to provide the front fold 19 of the gusset.
The gusset is terminated by a fold line 2¢ defining the
upper front edge of the container.. As shown in FIG. 1,
the front fold 19 of the gusset is provided with a line of
perforations 21 extending from side to side thereof for
a purpose to be later.described.

After the gusset end of the container is formed, the strip
is further continued downwardly from the fold line Z0
to provide a front wall 22. ’

The side edges 24 and 25 of the strip, are secured to-
gether ‘as by heat sealing along the full length of the
container, including ‘the hang flap 14; and the plies
of the hang flap 14 are also secured as by heat sealing
along a seam 26 slightly above the gusset end of the con-
tainer. In sealing the side edges 24 and 28, it will be
noted that the side edges -of the extension or rear gusset
fold 17 and front gusset fold 19 are also sealed in the
seam thus formed, as shown in FIG. 3.

The hang flap ‘14 is provided with a central opening 27
which may be reinforced by a metal grommet 29.

To fill the container 16 with merchandise, the front
and rear walls 11 and 22 are separated at their free ends
and the merchandise,; such as the paper napkins 3¢ illus-
trated in FIG. 4, is inserted therethrough. The container
may, of course, be inverted for this purpose, placing the
open-end thereof at the top. As the napkins 3¢ reach the
gusset end of the container, the gusset rear fold 17 and
front fold 19 are drawn apart and ultimately assume a
substantially coplanar disposition to form an upper wall
31 (FIG. 4). -Since the side edges of the rear fold 17 and
frount fold 19 are sealed to the side edges 24 and 25 of the
rear and front walls 1 and 22, the areas of the rear fold
17 and front fold 19 adjacent these side edges are auto-
matically folded into triangular tucks 32 (only one being
shown) as in FIG. 4, located under the seamed side edges
24 and 25.  The thickness of the napkins of course causes
the rear and front walls, and thus the hang flap as well,
to fold around the vertical corners thereof and the upper
wall 31 ‘merges into the front wall 22 at the horizontal
fold line 20. - The free edges of the rear and front walls
may then be- brought together-and closed as by a heat
sealed seam, the end of which is shown at 34 in FIG. 4.
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Thus, the merchandise is completely sealed within the con-
tainer and is ready for shipment as a merchandise package.
The hang flap may of course be folded down against the
top wall 31 prior to use of the container as a dispenser.

When it is desired to wtilize the merchandise package
as a dispenser, the same may be suspended by the rein-
forced hole 27 in the hang flap and the top wall 31 may
be easily opened along the line of perforations 21, thus
exposing the napkins for individual or plural removal as
needed. )

From the foregoing description, it will be seen that I
have contributed a merchandise container constructed of
flexible material which is readily useable as a dispenser.
It will also be appreciated that the container of the
present invention may be constructed of a single sheet of
such material and includes a closed gusset end, an open
opposite end and a hang flap extending outwardly beyond
the gusset end along the rear side of the container.

I believe that the construction and operation of my
novel merchandise container will now be understood, and
that the advantages of my invention will be fully appre-
ciated by those persons skilled in the art.

I now claim: )

1. A merchandise container comprising a body portion
having a gusset closed upper end, an open lower end
and a multi-ply hang flap extending upwardly beyond said
closed end, said container being constructed from a single
strip of material extending upwardly to provide a rear

wall of the container body and therebeyond to provide a .

rear ply of the hang flap, then folded over to define the
top of the flap and downwardly to provide a front ply
of said flap and therebeyond in front of the rear wall to
form a rear fold of the gusset, then folded to provide the
lower edge of the gusset, thence upwardly to provide a
front fold of the gusset, then folded over to define the
upper front edge of the container and then downwardly
throughout the length of the front wall of the container
body, said gusset extending the width of said container and
being positioned between said front and rear walls within
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said container, the folded strip being secured together along
its opposite side edges throughout the length of the con-
tainer body to provide side seams which include the side
edges of the gusset.

2. A merchandise container as set forth in claim 1 in
which the side edges of the folded strip are secured to-
gether the full length of the contajner including the hang
flap and in which the plies of the hang flap are further
secured together along a seam extending between the side
seams and disposed slightly above the gusset top of the
container body and the hang flap is provided with a
reinforced opening therethrough.

3. A merchandise container comprising a front wall
and an opposed rear wall attached together along the
lengths of respective opposite side edges thereof to form
respective side seams of said container, spreadable gusset
means folded between said front and rear walls extending
the width’ of said container between said side seams
and forming a closed upper end of said container, the
respective opposite side edges of said gusset means being
attached to the respective of said side seams, an open
opposite end adapted to be closed after filling of said con-
tainer, and a flap extending outwardly beyond said upper
end substantially within the plane of said rear wall

4. A merchandise container as set forth in claim 3,
in which said closed end is provided with 2 readily sever-
able tear line zone extending across the container width
substantially adjacent said front wall.
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