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Tt is the object of my invention to produce

a garter or hose supporter adapted to be used

to support men’s half-hose, which garter will

not bind the leg of the wearer or produce dis-
5 comfort, which can be produced economically
in association with an undergarment, and
which can readily be removed from the under-
garment when desired.
. TIaccomplish the above objects by providing
0 on the undergarment, desirably slightly below
the knee and on the inside of the leg, a loop
through which there passes an elastic strap
the ends of which may carry the usual button
. and eye for attachment to the hose.
5 The accompanying drawings illustrate my
invention: Fig. 1 is a perspective view illus-
trating the garter in use; and Fig. 2 is a
perspective view showing the elastic strap
removed from the undergarment.

As shown in Fig. 1, I provide on the under-
garment 10 a loop 11 through which there
passes a strap 12 of elastic material. To one
end of the strap 12 is secured a button 13 and
. to the other end is secured an eye 14 adapted
= to co-operate with the button to grip the up-

per end of the hose 15.

Desirably, in the vicinity of the loop 11 the
undergarment is provided with a reinforcing

__ band 16. This reinforcing band may be pro-
** duced in the knitting of the underwear. It
is desirably loosely woven or knitted in order
that it may conform to the shape of the gar-
ment and the leg of the wearer. By reason

. of the fact that the band is really a part of
= the undergarment, it need not grip the leg as
the ordinary elastic garter-band does; for it
is supported by reason of its attachment to
the undergarment. With my garter, the hose

. aresupported from the shoulders of the wear-
* er, and no uncomfortable gripping of the leg

1s needed. ,

Instead of forming the reinforcing band

16 during the knitting of the undergarment,
.. it may be formed as a separate band which
= is attached to the outside of the leg of the
undergarment. If this is done, the band is
desirably woven or knitted so that it will have
a measure of elasticity in order that it may
grip the leg slightly to aid in supporting the
hose.
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Instead of forming the band 16 in the knit-
ting of the undergarment, or instead of seeur-
ing it to the outside of the undergarment, the
leg of the undergarment may be formed of
two parts one of which extends down to and
is secured at its lower end to the band and the
other of which is secured to the band and
extends downwardly therefrom. These three
methods of forming the reinforcing band are
set forth merely as examples, as my invention
is not-concerned with any particular form or
widsh of reinforcing band. ,

Desirably, the loop 11 is formed as a part
of the reinforcing band 16 in order that the
strain placed upon the loop may be distrib-
uted around the leg of ‘the undergarment
through the reinforcing band.

In use, the wearer draws one end of the .
elastic strap 12 through the loop 11 and then

secures the strap to the hose by engagement 70
of the button 13 and eye 14. - The reinforcing
band 16 prevents the ends of the loop 11 from
Leing torn from the undergarment, distrib-
utes around the leg of the undergarment the
sttain incident to supporting the hose, and
also possibly aids directly in supporting the
hose by fitting snugly against the leg of the
wearer. 'This snug fit is not-and need not be
such a tight and uncomfortable gripping of
the leg as is produced in the usual elastic
garter, for the hose is supported primarily
by reason of its attachment to the leg of the
undergarment 10. '

When it is desired to replace the elastic
strap 12 or when it is desired to have the
undergarment laundered, the strap 12 can be
readily withdrawn from the loop after it has
been disengaged from the hose.

I claim as my invention:

1. Hose supporting means, comprising in
combination with an undergarment having
legs, a reinforcing band associated with each
of said legs below the knee and above the
lower end thereof, a loop secured to each of
said bands and extending generally circum-
ferentially of said leg, and an elastic tape
passing through said loop and being pro-
vided at its ends with means for securing it
to the hose. S

9. Hose supporting means, comprising in

[~

0

5

[=]

75

[+]

0

w0

5

©

5

108



10

15

30

G

2 1,844,166

combination with an undergarment having
legs, a reinforcing band interwoven with each
of said legs below the knee and above the
lower end thereof, a loop secured to each of
said reinforcing bands and extending gener-
ally circumferentially of said leg, and an
elastic tape passing through said loop and
being provided at its ends with means for
securing it to the hose. ;

3. In an undergarment having legs, a re-
inforcing band associated with each of said
legs below the knee and above the lower end
thereof, said band being interwoven with its
associated leg circumferentially thereof but
being free therefrom over a portion adapted
to lie at the inside of the wearer’s leg, the
free portion of said band forming a loop
adapted to support a stocking by means of
an elastic tape. .

4, In an undergarment having legs, a re-
inforcing band associated with each of said
legs below the knee and above the lower end
thereof, said band being secured to.its asso-
ciated leg circumferentially thereof but being-

5 free therefrom over a portion adapted to lie

at the inside of the wearer’s leg, the free por-
tion of said band forming a loop adapted to
support a stocking by means of an elastic
tape.

5. Hose supporting means, comprising in
combination with an undergarment having
legs, a reinforcing band associated with each
of said legs below the knee and above the
lower end thereof, said band being interwoven

- with ‘its associated leg circumferentially

hereof but being free therefrom over a por-
tion, the free portion of said band forming
a circumferentially extending loop, -and an
elastic tape adapted to be secured to said

- loop and provided with means for securing

it to the hose.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 29th
day of October, A. D. one thousand nine hun-
dred and twenty-nine.

THOMAS J. KELLY.



