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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN P. MoLITOR, of 

Vallejo, Solano county, State of California, 
have invented a Sheet-Music-Retaining At 
tachment for Pianos; and I do hereby de 
clare the following description and accompa 
nying drawings are sufficient to enable any 
person skilled in the art or science to which 
it most nearly appertains to make and use 
my said invention without further invention 
or experiment. 
My invention relates to an attachment for 

pianos, organs, melodeons, music stands or 
supporters, and other instruments, the object 
of which is to prevent the sheets or leaves of 
music-books and sheet-music from closing or 
sliding down from the music-rack when the 
music is opened in front of a performer for 
reading and execution. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device. 
Fig.2 shows the stop O. Fig. 3 is a longitudi 
nal section of the barrel e. Fig. 4 shows my 
device in a horizontal position. Fig. 5 shows 
the rod-connection. 

Let A represent a piano-rack or other in 
clined music-supporter. 
A rail or ledge, b, is usually constructed at 

a short distance from the foot of the rack, 
which is intended to serve as a stop or bar 
rier for the lower edge of a book to keep it 
from sliding or slipping down; but it does 
not prevent the leaves of a book from closing; 
neither does it prevent sheet-music from dou 
bling up and sliding down. 

I. My invention consists in attaching to the 
shelf C in front of the rack one or more plates 
or small stops, which are mounted on a spring 
shaft, so that they will close down when the 
main rack is closed, and be raised to a ver. 
tical position when the main rack is raised. 
In the present instance I have represented 

a small harp, D, the lower end of which is a 
barrel, e. A shaft, f, passes through this 
barrel, and has a foot, h, or other device at 
each end, which can be firmly fastened to the 
shelf, in order to fix the shaft in position. 
A spring, i, inside the barrel e has one end 

secured to the shaft f, while the other end is 

secured to the barrel. A stop-pin, o, on one 
of the end pieces of the shaft serves, by strik 
ing against a projection on the barrel, to stop 
it when the harp is thrown by the spring to 
a vertical position. 
The harp can be attached to any convenient 

part of the shelf c or ledge b in front of the 
rack A, or several can be attached at inter 
Vals apart, as desired. 
When two or more harps are used connect 

their upper ends by a rod or wire, so that 
they will all move together, as represented at 
Fig. 5. 
The upper end of the harp bends outward, 

S0 that when the rack A is dropped to a hori 
Zontal position it will press the upper end of 
the harp outward, and force it to a similar po 
sition by its weight, 
When the rack is raised the spring i also 

raises the harp. This harp extends upward 
far enough to prevent either the leaves of a 
book from turning or the leaves of sleet-mu 
sic from doubling down and slipping off the 
shelf. 
This attachment is very neat and orna 

mental. It is not in the way, and is operated 
by the ordinary adjustment of the rack, so 
that it is always ready for use. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

A music sheet retainer for pianos, con 
sisting of the harp D, with its barrel e, in 
combination with the fixed shaft f and stop 
pin i, substantially as and for the purpose 
described. 

2. In combination with the rack A of a mu 
sical instrument or music-stand, one or more 
stop attachments, D, which are held in a ver 
tical position by a spring or springs, and ar 
ranged to be pressed down by the closing of 
the rack A, substantially as and for the pur 
pose described. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand and seal. . 
JOHN P. MOLITOR. L. s. 

Witnesses: 
JAMESRONEY, 
GEO. W. LY FORD, 

ww. 


