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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, ARNOLD SELIGSBERG,
of New York, in the county and State of New
York, have invented an Improvement in Port-
able Bath-Tubs; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the same. .

My invention relates to abath-tub, of novel,
cheap, and durable construction, which may
be readily adjusted for use, and as readily
folded and packed in a small space, so as to
be carried by hand like an ordinary carpet-
bag or satchel, and, when desired, so arranged
as to constitute a receptacle for clothing and
other articles, and thus serve as a substitute

for such carpet-bag or satchel, and constitute
what may be termed a “carpet-bag bath-tub.”

The bath-tub is made of any light and flex-’

ible water-proof material, such as sheet-rub-
ber or rubber-coated fabrie, which will enable
the tub to hold water when arranged for use,
and allow it to be folded and packed so as to
occupy small space, and be readily and easily
carriedin one hand. Itisprovided with braces,
which preserve the proper outline of the up-
"per edge of the tub when arranged for use,
but which may be inclosed in the tub when it
is folded and packed. . It isalso provided with
detachable vertical props for supporting it in
proper shape and position when in use, cer-
tain of said props being furnished with means
for connecting them directly to the braces,
thus forming one continuous line of bracing.
The tub may be provided with a waste-pipe
or tube for conducting off the water, and may
also be furnished with an air cushion or pil-
low for supporting the head of the occupant.
When not in use, the tub is folded, and
packed in a small compass, and may have ap-
plied to it an ordinary shawl-strap, by means
of which it may be easily carried in the hand.
Figure 1 in the accompanying drawing rep-
resents the tub folded, and provided with a
strap, such as is commonly known as a “shawl-
strap,” and used for carrying packages by
‘hand. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the tub
in position for use. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal
vertical section of the same. Figs. 4, 5, and
6 are detail views. '
The tub A is made of light flexible water-
proof material of any suitable description.

The shape of the tub when expanded is- simi-

lar to that of the ordinary bath-tub, and its di-

meusions may be suitable either for children

exclusively or for adults.

- For holding the upper edge of the tub in

proper shape I employ bow-shaped or curved

braces B B, sufficiently strong ‘and stiff to

preserve the proper outline. These braces

may be made of rubber, gutta-percha, metal,

or other suitable material, and may be at-

tached to the tub A in any suitable manner.

One of the braces extends from the head of
the tub toward the middle of each side, and

the other brace extends in like manner from

the foot of the tub, so that the ends of one

brace do not meet the ends of the other one.

The braces may be either solid or tubular;

but if solid for the greater part of their length,

their extreme ends are tubular, or provided

with sockets for facilitating the connection

therewith of the vertical side props or sup-

porting devices, each of which consists of a
rigid post, G, and a cross-head, C?, which may
be connected to said posts by a flexible con-.
nection, which, as shown herein, may consist
of tubing, bent over toward the inside of the
tub in the shape of a goose-neck, c. When in

. use the posts C are held in place by means of

loops, keepers, or pockets d on the flexible
tub, and their connections with the braces B
are made by providing either the cross-head
C? or the braces with terminal sockets for the
reception of the ends of the other. The eross-
head C? and the braces B B thus combine to
form one eontinuous line of bracing.

‘When not in use, the flexible connection al-
lows the prop to be bent so as to be packed
inside the tub when folded. : >

The post and cross-head may be of wood,
metal, rubber, or any other material which
will serve the desired purpose. :

For supporting the head of the tub I may .
employ a removable upright prop, E, consist-
ing of a rigid bar or strip, of any snitable ma-
terial, held in place by loops or keepers or
pockets e on the flexible tub. o

A similar prop may be applied to the. fout
of the tub, if found necessary.

A waste pipe or tube, F, is provided for
conducting the water away after use, and this
tube is furnished with a stopper, £ An air
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cushion or pillow; G, may be provided: for'stip-
porting the head of the occupant, béing: at--
tached to the tub in any suitable manner.

A bath-tub - constructed ‘and arranged as

herein described posesses many advantages. |

" Tt is light, cheap, and durable. - It is readily
set up and piaced in' position ‘for ‘use; and as
readily folded and packed, so that it may be

carried by hand or placed out of the way when:};

not in use. It may be conveniently carried
by travelers with the same facility as other-
light portable baggage or packages, and it af-

fords ready means for bathing at any timé |

in any place where water can be obtained i
any manner. It may be used in a sick-room,:

and removed after use, and may be easily car--
ried from one-room to anotber.  Itis particu- |
larly advantageous'to travélers and  tourists; |
and ’

What I claim as new, and ‘desire to’ sectre |
by Letters Patent, is— :

1.-The ‘combination, with- a. flexible bath-
tab, of bow-shaped or-carved-head 'and foot
braces B B, the posts or props C C, and cross-
heads C? C?, substantially as herein described.

2. The combination, with the posts or props
© C and cross-heads (% C?, of the flexible con-
mections” ¢; as”shown and’ described, for the
purpose set forth.
© 8. The combination; with the flexible fold-
ing tub A and ‘its bow-shaped head-brace B,
of the head-prop E, arranged as shown and
deseribed, for the purpose specified. ,
4. The combination, with the flexible fold-
ing tub A and its head-brace B, of the air
cushion or pillow G, substantially as herein
deseribed. :

ARNOLD ‘SELIGSBERG.
Witnesses:
HENRY T. BROWN,
BiNjAMIN W, HOFFMAN.-



