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This invention relates to a food preserver
wherein receptacles are provided to receive
and store food under substantially sealed
conditions, with the receptacles supported in

8 a carrier which may be conveniently placed
in “an ordinary ice box:or refrigerator, or
otherwise stored as a unit until the conténts
of a particular receptacle is desired for use.

The invention'is particularly designed. for

10 providing a carrier unit in which an appro-
priate number of containers are remoyvably
held, the carrier being provided with indi-

vidual covers for the respective receptacles

with means for holding-each. ¢over in closed

18 position to thereby fix the receptacle in the

carrier and at the same time seal the open
mouth of the receptacle. _
The carrier, as a whole, is open at the bot-
tom .so that when the carrier is placed in a
refrigerator or light compartment,, the in-
dependent recepticles are open to direet con-
tact with the cooled air, thereby .maintain-

20

ing the contents of the receptacles at the de-

sired: temperature for their preservation.,

The invention is directly concerncd with
the storage and preservation of food stuffs of
this character which may be thus separately

20

confined, for example in a refrigerator, in
order to prevent the odor of one affecting the

others and to maintain each food stuff wholly,
independent. both as to its storage and with-
drawal for use. _
The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which :—
36 Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the pre-
ferred form of the carrier.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the same.
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Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view, show-.

ing particularly the means for sealing the
containers. ‘

Fig. 4 is a sectional view through the top
plate showing particularly the corrugations
therein between the container openings.

Fig. 5 is a broken perspective view of a
modified form.

The improved carrier is of a box-like form
having a front and a rear wall 1 and side
walls 2, the carrier being fully open at the
bottom. A plate 3 forms the permanent up-
per surface of the carrier and its edges are
shaped to provide depending flanges 4 to be
secured to the side walls and front and rear
walls and thereby maintain the carrier ag a
unit. The top plate 3 is formed with & se-

[

(=3

4

=

50

ries of openings 5, each of which is adaptéd'-65
to receive a container or jar 6 of wide open*
mouth and having a length somewhat less
than the height of the carrier.” The contain-
ers 5 have annular flanges 7 near the upper’
edges, and these flanges rest upon’ the top 60
plate 3 to support the jars removably in .

-place from said top plate. A cover 8 is pro--

vided for‘each jar, these ¢overs being hinged. -
at 9, preferably on' the transverse inedian
line of the top plate, as shown. The covers'6s
are designed to be secured in ¢losed position

by spring catches 10, one for each cover plate
secured to the depending flange 4 of the'top
plate and cooperating with the free edge*
of the particuldr cover to hold the same in ‘70
lowered or closed position.” The catches 10
have finger extensions 11 whereby they may

be conveniently operated to release the cover
plates. Each cover plate has an annular pro-
jection 12 on the lower surface, designed 75
when the cover plates is closed to cooperate’
with a sealing ring or gasket 13 resting upon' "
the container flangeé 7, with the result that
said cover plate will seal the particular con-~
tainer when the cover plate is closed as well 80
as -hold said container against independent
movement in the top plate 3. It'is to be un--
derstood that the walls of the carrier shown

in the preferred form are of hard wood. and
that the carrier as a whole is constructed in 8s
the form of a drawer. ,

In Fig. 5, I have shown a slightly modified
form in which the carrier as'a whole is con-
structed of metal, that is to say, the front
and rear walls 14 and side walls 15 are of 90
metal plate integral with or directly secured
to the top plate 16. In this form, the walls
are formed with openings 17 for the admis-
sion of cooled air to the containers, and the’
side walls 15 are connected by brace strips 95
18 to provide more rigid ¢onstruction and to
in a measure protect the lower ends of the
containers. Aside from the details noted:
the construction of the form shown in Fig.
5 is similar to that of the preferred form.

It is of course to be understood that the
carrier may be formed for the reception of
any desired number of containers 6, there
being of course an individual cover plate for
each container. The carrier, as a whole, may 105
be readily inserted into, or withdrawn from
an appropriate compartment in a refrigera-
toi or ice box and W]}jien so ariangéd the eon-

100



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

2.

tents of the respective containers are duectl y
subjected’ to"the temperature of stch refrigs;

erator, whilé at the saine time the contents ot

the respective containers are maintained en-
tirely separated from each other and from
the other contents of the refrigerator.and are .
sealed against the admission of air or escape
of odors. Thusa large variety of food stuffs-
may be kept in a refrigerator_without the
liability of contamination of siéh food stuffs-

_by. the odors of other food stuffs, by expo-
sure to the air, or' insects. '

The contajners 6 are plefelably in the
form of open -mojith glass jars,
to be understood that any. form or s‘u.pe of -

.containér, may be ‘used so 10n0 as Jquore ot

less solid food_ stuffs may be read‘ly intio-’
duced “into ‘ot withdrawn ‘froth. the m outh
thereof, ' and ‘also that the nntemal from
whi¢h the contamers are made’is unimport:
ant so ‘Iong -as'it may be’ I‘e‘ldll) mamtamOd
in a clean” condition.

In the use of the carrier’in a refu«eratox,
it is of course apparent that the’ entlre length

of containers below. the top -plate is freely'

exposed to the circulating refrigerant, so that’
the contents of these contamers is_readily
subjected to the full cooling. influence of the
refrigerant. When the contents of any con-’
tainer is desired for. use, the carrier, as a
whole, may be thhdrawn from the refriger-

ator, the ‘cover plate of the particular con-.

tainer opened, and the desired quantity of:
the food stuff thhdrawn, this_ operation

in no wise affecting any of the other con-’

tamers or the food stuffs therein.

It 1s of course to be understood that the
carrier m either form inay be. constructed
in any size and may he.of gieater length
than width or of greater width than lf\ncrth
and that it is preferred that the lnp phfn
be suitably corrugated at varigus points, as

indicated ‘at 18, in order to «ho.wthcn the”

plate; particularly between the openings 5.

While parti¢ularly useful in stoving vari-
ous kinds of food stufls in a lefrlgel.tlm it
is of course apparent that the food preserver
is not limited to this use hut is well adapted
for the storage of foods, or the like, which
do not necessarily require. a low temper-

ature, but_which it is highly important to-

maintain free of possible contamination or
deterioration from exposure to the air or
insects. , ,

‘though it is-
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Having thus detuxbed the inventicn, what
is claimed as new, is:—

1. A féod preserver compvsmv a carrier
of box-like form open at the bottom and ir-
cluding a top plate formed with a series of
container Tecelving openings, a cover plate
for each opening, said cover plates being
hinged to- the top plate, a spring catch to
engage with the free edge of each cover plate
to hold the same in closed position, and a
sealing rib on each cover plate.

9. A carrier of hox~ ]1lxe‘*0vm'.n(xudm"
side walls and a ‘top plate, the catriér bemcY

‘wholly open at the bottom and the top plate'

formed with openings to receive und du')po
a plur‘.hty of .containers, and ‘a cover for

60
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‘each container hinged t¢’ the top plate and:

“designed ;to close the! container
‘the same Lelatue to the top plate.
" 3. A carrier of box’ like form iric! l.(lm« a
top plate formed with container veceiving

" openings, the carrier being fully. op"n at the
bottom, a _cover hinged’ to the top plate to.

cooperate with each opening and means car-
ried by the top plate for securing the cover
in operative. position. - ’

4. A carrier of box like form including u
_top plate formed with container receiving
openings, the carrier being. fully open at the
botuom, a series of covers hm"edl\ mounted
‘on a line transverse the top plage and inov-
able to, cooperate with the container or con-
tainers in $aid openings, and a catch for each
cover operating to secure the cover in posi-
tion. to close the container in p'utlculdx
opening and prevent said container from he-
Ing separated from the carrier.

5. A carrier of box like forin including a
{op plate Torived with container recciving
openm s, l,h(' carrler bcuw fully open at (he

l\otiom, a series of covers hingedly ncunted
on a line transverse the top p‘fxlv and maov-
able to cooperate with the confainer or con-

tainers of said openings, and a catel for
each cover uperaling to secure the cover in
pOthOll ‘to close the container in a particu-
lar opening and prevent said centainer {rom
being separated from the cavrier. the heighi
of the carrier being slightly greater thaa the
length of the Lontdinél helow the tap plate
when said container is in a fop plate apen-
ing.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

LOUIE AUGUSTA ROBERTS. [s. s

and clamp

80

00

4h

100

105



