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To all, whom it may concern: pockets or folds constituted in and by the ma-. 
Be it known that I, CATHARINE A. GRIs. terial of the corset-body, and which inclose 

WOLD, of the city, county, and State of New 
York, and a citizen of the United States, have 
invented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Corsets, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, W 
My invention relates to corsets; and it con 

sists in a corset provided with steels, bones, 
Or equivalent stiffeners, each of which is curved 
longitudinally edgewise, seated or incorpo 
rated in correspondingly-curved pockets or 
folds, constituted by and in the material of 
the corset-body and extending in series along 
and from the top or bottom edge of said body 
Substantially to and with their apices at the 
waist-line of the corset, and with the extremi 
ties of each of said curved steels terminating at 
One and the same edge of the said corset-body, 
Substantially as hereinafter described, as and 
for the purpose specified. 

Figure 1 is a front view of a corset contain 
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a side and par 
tial rear view of a corset containing the in 
Vention. Figs. 3, 4, 5, and 6 show separated 
in Outline and detail the several pieces or 
blanks which when joined at their edges con 
stitute one side or half of the corset. 
is a cross-section of the corset on the line aca, 
Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is a front view of a differ. 
ently-constituted corset containing my inven 
tion. Fig. 9 is a side and partial rear view 
of the same; and Fig. 10 is a plan of the two 
blanks or thicknesses of cloth laid open and 
separate, and shown composed each of several 
pieces sewed together, the said blanks, when 
imposed flatWise on each other and secured 
at coincident edges, constituting one side or 
half of the corset shown in Figs. 9 and 10. 
Fig. 11 is a plan of a curved corset-steel, such 
as I employ in carrying out my invention. 

In constructing a corset in accordance with 
my present invention I take strips of spring 
steel, or bone, wood, or other suitable and 
equivalent stiffening material, which is bent 
or curved along or on its length edgewise 
such, for example, as that shown in plan in 
Fig. 11-and I seat or incorporate the same 
in the corset-body in correspondingly-curved 

Fig. 7 

and cover the said stiffeners, and which are 
so formed and arranged that when the stiffen 
ers are seated therein they extend in a series 
along and from the top or bottom edge (one 
or both) of said corset-body to the waist-line 
of the corset, and with their apices at or near 
said waist-line, and the extremities of each 
stiffener terminating at one and the same edge 
of the corset-body. 
The corset-body is shown at A in Figs. 1 

and 2, and the places where the edgewise 
curved stiffeners are seated are indicated at B, 
the apices b of each being substantially at the 
waist-line of the corset-body, and the extremi 
ties b' of each terminating on one and the same 
edge of said body, as hereinbefore specified. 

It is my intention, and it will be found de 
sirable, to construct a corset with a series of 

60 

these curved stiffeners extending toward the 
waist-line from both the top and bottom edges of 
the corset, as shown in the drawings, one being 
seated in the material of the corset-body around 
and under the breast-swells, one or two under 
the arm, and one in the back extending down. 
wardly to the waist-line from the top edge of 
the corset, and several extending upwardly 

75 

over the hip, front and rear, from the lower 8o 
edge to the waist-line, with the adjacent apices 
of the members of each series located opposedly 
to each other on opposite sides of the waist 
line. The number of curved stays constitut 
ing each series may be varied and the location 
of the apices of the members of the series 
relatively to each other at the waist-line may 
be changed, so that such apices are located 
otherwise than opposedly to the apices of the 
other series without material variation from 
the essential features of my invention. 

In constructing my improved corset I take 
the double thickness of cloth which consti 
tutes each of the several pieces or blanks, 
Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6, of which one side or half of the 
corset is to be composed, and before these 
several blanks are sewed together at their ad 
jacent edges ct, I form a pocket, C, in each by 
placing rows of stitching in parallel lines and 
having a general curve to correspond to the 
shape or curve of the stiffeners to be inserted, 
said stitching passing through both thick 
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half of the corset-body. 
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nesses of the cloth and the lines of stitching edges, as described, to the waist-line, with their 
extending from the end of the blank to a point apices located opposedly at the waist-line, fully 
at or about, but not beyond, the waist-line of supporting and sustaining the form of the 55 
the completed corset-body. Into each of these wearer and keeping the corset-body in shape, 
pockets I then pass a stiffener, as at D, or the while at the same time the movement of body of 
stiffeners may be laid between the thicknesses the wearer at the waist is left entirely free, and 
of cloth, and then the rows of stitching, as at the liability to fracture the bones or springs at 
c, may be made along and just beyond the side the waist is entirely avoided. Go 
edges of the curved stiffeners. The blanks I do not claim herein a corset provided with 
thus formed may now be stitched together at “re-enforcing strips' secured upon the outside 
their side edges, a, to constitute one-half the of the corset-body and extending from the top 
corset-body, and the top and bottom edges of or bottom edge of said body in more or less of a 
such half may then be inclosed by a binding, curve over and upon said body and toward, but 65 
e, which will cover the extremities of the not beyond, said waist-line of the corset, and 
stiffeners at the same time that it gives a with both extremities of said “strip’ terminat 
finish to the corset. ing at one and the same edge of said corset-body, 

Instead of stitching a pocket in each blank as a corset thus constructed forms the subject 
which enters into the construction of one-half matter of an application for Letters Patent by ic 
the corset, the pockets may be formed and the me, Serial No. 165,789, filed May 18, 1885, in 
stiffeners inserted as shown in Figs. S, 9, and the United States Patent Office. My claim 
10. The single thicknesses of cloth-blanks herein is for a different structure-namely, a 
(shown at a', (t", a', a ', and a) may be sewed to- corset provided with longitudinally edgewise 
gether at their side edges, thus constituting curved stiffeners or stays incorporated in the 75 
one thickness of the cloth which forms the half material of the corset-body itself, being seated 
of the corset, and a similarly-constituted and inclosed in correspondingly-curved pock 
piece, E, may then be laid over and upon the ets or folds constituted by the material of the 
first-described piece flatwise, with the margins corset-body, and extending in series along and 
or edges corresponding or coinciding, and then from the top or bottom edge of said body up- So 
the pockets may bestitched through the double wardly or downwardly of said body substan 
thicknesses thus formed, extending from the tially to the waist-line, with the extremities of 
top or bottom edge, or both, to the waist-line each stiffener terminating on one and the same 
and adapted to receive and hold the curved edge of the corset body. 
stiffeners. By this means the stiffeners may What I claim as my invention, and desire to 85 
be caused to run across the edge seams, e, of secure by Lette's Patent, is 
the Several pieces which constitute the one- A corset provided with longitudinally edge 

wise-curved stiffeners or stays incorporated 
It would be inconvenient and costly, if not and inclosed in correspondingly-curved pock 

wholly impracticable, to sew the several blanks ets or folds constituted in and by the material of go 
a", a', (t", (t", and (t” of double thickness together the corset-body, and extending in series along 
at their side edges by seams at e' to constitute the top or bottom edges, or both, of the corset 
the half of the corset, leaving spaces or breaks body, through said body from said edges to sub 
in the Seams at Such places as are to be crossed stantially the waist-line of the corset, and with 
by the inserted stiffeners. Where such seams their apices located at said waist-line, and with 95 
are to be crossed by the stiffeners, the mode of both extremities of each said curved stiffeners 
construction described will be found expedi- or stays terminating at one and the same edge of 

the corset-body, substantially as and for the 
By means of my invention as described Ian purpose set forth. 

enabled to construct a corset in which bones or T 
steels extending from top to bottom across the CATH ARINE A. GIRISWOLD. 
waist-line may be wholly dispensed with, the Witnesses: 
series of edgewise-curved stiffeners extending A. S. FITCH, 
in the corset-body from the top and bottom HENRY EICHLING. 


