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claims. This large number, the claim structure and alsc the wording of
the c¢laims render 1t difficult, if not impossible, to determine the
matter for which protection is sought. Hence, the present application
fails to comply with the clarity and conciseness requirements of PCT
Article 6 (see also PCT Rule 6.1(a}) to such an extent that a meaningful
search on the basis of the claims is impossible.

consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the
application which do appear to be clear and concise, namely the methods
dascribed in Examples 1-5 and, based on those methods, a generalisation
of their technical features to encompass a method for assembling a
polynucieotide construct having a predefined sequence comprising:

a) providing a pool of construction oligonucleotides having partially
overlapping sequences that define the sequence of the polynucleotide
construct and flanked by primer hybridization sites;

b) amplifying said construction oligonucleotides using said primers;

c) removing mismatched duplex products from the mixture; and

d) assembling the amplified oligonucleotides by means of ligation or
chain extension.

The appliicant’s attentlon i1s drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 1s advised that the EPD
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelinme C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) decTaration be
overcome.
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