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FIG. 6

(57) Abstract: A charm keeper assembly that includes a first and a second clasp member disposed at respective free ends of a strand
member and a charm keeper body having a keeper body thickness and independently disposed adjacent to a clasp member and having a
spring-loaded charm retention member at least partially housed within the keeper body. The charm retention member includes a retention
surface spanning upwardly in a transverse direction away from an outer surface of the charm keeper body to a terminal end defining a
keeper offset length when the spring-loaded charm retention member is ina fully extended position along a retention member translation
path. The assembly also includes at least one charm member defining a lumen with a lumen diameter having a maximum length less
than the offset length and the keeper body thickness, combined, when the charm retention member is in the fully extended position.
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CHARM KEEPER ASSEMBLY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present tnvention relates generally 1o keepers used to retain charms and other jewelry from

unimentionally being removed from a bracelef, necklace, or other elongated cham member.

Maay users who use necklaces and bracelets also ntilize charms and/or beads that ave designed to be
inserted and removed through an end of a flexible chain or strand of said necklaces and bracelets.
These charms andfor beads are typically formed with a bore or aperture that spans therethrough (also
referred to as a “hamen™). The beads or charms may have spiritual, cultural, or have other personal or
financial value to a user, and many users desire to change their beads or charms depending on their
meed and/or desired expression.  To that end, many users desire 1o prevent the unintentional foss of
these charms and/or beads, as it would cause thew emotional pain or stress, while simultancously

being able to quickly and efficiently replace and/or exchange these charms.

Some known chains ot strains have a plurality of beads that ave retained by being strong and fastened
on the strand via the lomen in the bead andVor have a loop or tie i knot adjacent to the ends of said
bead. These beads, however, are very difficult to remove and insest onto the chain, making assembly

and disassembly a time-consuming and often arduous task.

There are also some known chains that include a male clasp member and a female clasp member,
whereby the male clasp is operable to engage and lock with the female clasp and act as a keeper to

prevent beads from exiting the chain. The male member includes two planar members, with one of
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the planar members of a spring material biased in an expanded position to prevent beads from existing
and, when 1 a compressed position, permits beads to be inserted onto the cham. One such example
can be seen in ULS, Pat. 4,362,704, issued to Benedek et al. This configuration, however, is prone to
fatlure over time as the spring planar member loses its elasticity and/or plastically deforms or breaks
at its fulerum, ez, through a bead passing in between the two planar members andior compressing
the spring member low enough for it 1o enter the fomale member. Additdonally, because the keeper
male end is also used to fasten the ends of the chain together, its faiture resulis in the mability to use

the chain for its intended purpose.

Additional known chains designed {0 retain beads thereon inclade one or more ends, or segments, of
said chains mcluding a threaded member operable to receive a bead with a threaded portion
gorresponding to the threaded member of the chain. These designs, however, are problematic in that
the threads degrade over timae after repeated use. Moreover, to insert and remove a bead, it generally

takes more time, which many nsers {ind undesirable.

Therefore, a need exists to overcome the problems with the prior art as discussed above.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The mventton provides # chatm keeper that overcomes the hereinafore-mentioned disadvantages of
the heretolore-known devices and methods of this general type and that effectively and efficiently
prevents beads, charms, andfor other jewelry from inadveriently leaving the confines of a bracelet,

neckiaces, or other elongated strand member.

With the foregoing and other objects i view, there is provided, in accordance with the invention, a

charm keeper assembly that mcludes an elongated and flexible strand member having a first free end

i
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and a second free end opposimg the first free end, wherein the strand member defines a strand member
digmeter. The assembly may also include a first clasp member disposed at the first free end of the
elongated strand member and a second clasp member disposed at the second free end of the elongated
strand member, wherein the first and secomd clasp members are operably configured to engage and
lock with one another to couple the first and second free ends together and form a cirendar shape, ¢,
to surround a user’s wrist or neck. The assembly also includes a charm keeper body with a keeper
body thickness and may be independently disposed adjacent {0 at least one of the first and second clasp
members and may have a spring-loaded charm retention member at least partially housed within the
keeper body and include a retention surface spanning upwardly in a transverse direction away from an
outer surface of the charm keeper body to a termunal end defining a keeper off-set length when the
spring-loaded charmo retention merber 13 in a fully extended posttion slong a retention member
transiation path. Additionally, the assembly may include at least one chanm member defining a lnmen
with a lumen diameter having a maxinmum length less than the off-set length and the keeper body
thickness, combined, when the charm retestion member 15 10 the fully extended position, and greater

than the sirand member diameter,

In accordance with another featore, an embodiment of the present invention mcludes the retention
member transiation path baving a coropressed position with the keeper off-set length and the keeper

body width, combined, less than the umen diameter.

v accordance with yet another feature, an embodiment of the present wmvention also includes the
spring-loaded charm retention member having an upper surface disposed outside of the keeper body,
when the charm retention member is in the fully extended position, wherein the upper surface of the

spring-loaded charm refention mewmber is of a curvilinear shape. Additionally, the sprmg-loaded

ik
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charm reteation member alse includes g height separating the upper surface of the spring-loaded charm
retention member and the outer surface of the charm keeper body, wherei, when the charm retention
member is in the fully extended position, the height tapers in a longitudinal direction toward the at

least one of the first and second clasp members adjacent to the charm keeper body.

In accordance with 8 further feature of the present invention, the first clasp member is of a male
configuration and the second clasp member is of a female configuration sized and shaped to veceive a
portion of the male configuration, wherein the first clasp member is disposed adjacent to the charm

keeper body.

In accordance with a further feature of the presemt invention, the first elasp member 5 of a nuale
configuration and the second clasp member 15 of & fomale configoration sized and shaped o receive g
portion of the male configuration, wherein the fivst clasp member disposed adjacent to the charm
keeper body. The charm keeper body may define an aperture sized and shaped to permit the spring-
loaded charm retention member to translate therethrough. The aperture may be a single aperiure

defined on the keeper body.

In accordance with an additional feature of the present invention, the keeper body 13 of a evlindrical
shape and has a maximum keeper body thickness, along with a maximum thickness of the male

configuration, that is less than a munimum length of the lumen diameter.

In accordance with an additional feature, an smwbodiment of the present invention also mcludes the
keeper body having a spring assembly housed therein and 1s operably configured to permit the spring-
loaded charm retention member to transiate through an aperture defined by the keeper body, wherein

the spring assembly biases the spring-loaded charm retention member in the fully extended position.
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In accordance with the present invention, a charmm keeper assembly is also disclosed that includes an
elongated and flexible strand member having a first free end and a second free end opposing the first
free end. The assembly may also include a fivst clasp member of a male configuration disposed at the
first free end of the elongated strand member and a second clasp member of a female configuration
disposed at the second free end of the clongated strand member, wherein the male and fomale
configurations are operably configured to engage and lock with one another 1o couple the first and
second free ends together and form a circular shape. The assembly may also include a charm keeper
body with a keeper body thickness and disposed adjacent 1o the first clasp member and having an outer
surface enclosing a spring assembly, the outer surface definmg an aperture thereon. The assembly
also includes a charm retention member at least partially hoosed and retained within the keeper body,
profruding from the aperture defived by the charmy keeper body, and including a8 retention surface
spanning upwardly in a transverse direction away from the outer surface of the charm keeper body to
a terminal end definung a keeper off-set length when the charm retention member is in a fully extended
position along a retention member translation path, wherein the spring assembly biasing the spring-
loaded charm retention member i the fully extended position. The assembly also includes at least
one charm member defining a hupen with a hunen diameter baving 2 maximum length less than the
off-set lenpth when the charm retention member 15 in the fully extended position and the keeper body

thickness, combined,

Although the ipvention is illustrated and described herein as embodied 1n a charm keeper assembly, it
1s, nevertheless, not intended to be imited to the details shown because vartous modifications and
stractural changes may be made therein without departing from the spirit of the yvention and wathin

the scope and range of equivalents of the claims. Additionally, well-known elements of exemplary
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ambodunents of the invention will not be described in detail or will be omitted so as not to obscure

the relevant deratls of the hnvention.

Other features that are considered as characteristic for the invention are set forth n the appended
claims, As required, detailed embodiments of the present rovention gre disclosed herein; however, it
is to be undersiood that the disclosed embodiments ave merely exemplary of the invention, which can
bre embodied in various forms. Therefore, specifie structural and functional details disclosed herein
are pot 1o be interpreted as Hmiting, but merely as g basts for the claims and as a representative basis
for teaching one of ordinary skall in the art o variously employ the present mmvention in virtually aay
appropriately detaded structure. Further, the terms and phrases used herein are not intended to be
Hmiting; but rather, to provide an understandable description of the wvention. While the specification
concludes with claims defining the features of the nvention that are regarded as novel, it s believed
that the invention will be betier wnderstood from a coustderation of the following description in
conjunction with the drawing fgures, in which like reference numerals are camied forward. The

figures of the drawings are not drawn to scale.

Before the present mvention is disclosed and desertbed, It 13 1o be understood that the termunology
used herein is for the purpose of describing particular embodiments only and 15 not intended to be
hmiting. The terms “a” or “an,” as used herein, are defined as one or more than ene. The term
“plurality,” as used herein, 1 defined as two or more than two. The tevm “another,” as used herem, 18
defined as at least a second or move. The terms “including™ and/or “having,” as used herein, are
defined as comprising {iLe., open language). The term “coupled,” as used herein, is defined as

connected, although not necessarily directly, and not necessarily mechanically. The tenm “providing™

is defined herein m its broadest sense, e g, bringing/coming into physical existence, making available,
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and/or supplying to someone or something, in whole or in multiple parts at once or over a period of

fime.

As uysed herein, the terms “abowt” or “approximately” apply to all numeric values, whether or not
explicitly indicated, These terms generally refer 1o a range of numbers that one of skill in the art would
consider equdvalent {o the rectied values (e, baving the same function or result). In many mstances,
these terms may mclude pumbers that are rounded to the neavest significant figure. In this document,
the term “longitudingl” should be understood to mean in g direction corresponding to an elongated

direction of the strand member spanning o and from its opposing ends.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying figures, where hike reference numerals refer to identical or funchionally sumilar
elements throughout the separate views and which together with the detailed description below are
incorporated in and form part of the specification, serve to further Hlustrate various embodiments and

explain various principles and advantages all 1 sccordance with the present invention.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of g charm keeper assembly in accordance with one embodiment of the

present invention;
FIG. 2 is ancther perspective view of the chanm keeper assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 15 a close-up perspective view of & charm keeper body, a charm retention member, and a firs

clasp member m accordance with one embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 4 1s a close-up perspective view of a second clasp member in accordance with one embodiment

of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a close-up perspective front view of g second clasp member in accordance with one

embodiment of the present invention;

FI(G. 6 is an elevational side view of the first and second clasp mmembers in a coupling configuration

in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present mvention;

FIG. 7 is anclevational side view of an exemplary charm disposed on the strand member and prevented
from exiting the strand member via the charm retention member, in accordance with one embodiment

of the present invention;

FIG. § is an elevational, partially wansparent; view of the charm retention member in a fully extended

position along a retention member translation path i accordance with the preseat invention; and

FIG. 9 is an elevational, partially transparent, view of the charm retention member in a compressed

position along the refention membey translation path m accordance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

While the specification concludes with claims defining the features of the vention that are reparded
as novel, it is bebieved that the mvention will be better understood from g consideration of the
following description in conjunction with the drawing fhigures, in which like reforence numerals are
carried forward. It 1s to be understood that the disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the

myention, which can be embodied in various forms.
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The present mvention provides a novel and efficient charm keeper assembly emploved, for example,
on a flexible stand member commeonly embodied in the form of a braceley, necklace, or the hike.
Embodiments of the invention provide a qoick and effective way to insert and remove one oy more
pieces of jewelry onto the strand member, while simultaneously providing a user the ability to retain

said one or more pieees of jowelry on the strand member when the opposing eads of the strand member

o

are pncoupled from one another.

Referring now to FIGS. 1-2, one embodiment of the present mvention is shown i multiple perspective
vigws, FIGS. 1-2, along with the other figures, show several advaatageous features of the present
mnvention, but, as will be described below, the invention can be provided in several shapes, sizes,
combinations of features and components, and varying numbers and functions of the components. The
first example of a charm keeper assembly 100, as shown in FIG. 1, inclodes an elongated and flexible
strand member 102, a charm keeper body 104, a charm retention member 100, a first clasp member
108 disposed ai a first end 110 of the member 102, and a second clasp member 112 disposed at a
second end 114 of the member 102, As best seen m FIG. 7, the charm keeper assembly 100
beneficially prevents undesired or unintentional release of one or more charms, beads, or other jewelry
pieces {e.g., charm 700} from the flexible strand member 102 when the ends 110, 112 are uncoupled

from one another.

Referving to FIGS, 1-2, as those of skill in the art will appreciate, the strand member 102 13 “flexible.”
in that it i1s capable of repeated bendmg and Hlexing without plastic deformation of the matenal of
which the strand member 102 is composed, e.g., fabric, metal, a polvmeric material, a ceramic, or
other material. In one embodiment, the strand member 102 is of a stainless-steel material having a

total strand member length 200 of approximately 6-8 inches {(designed for a bracelet) and a

Q
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substantially uniform diameter of approximately 0.1-0.25 inches. In other embodiments, other
dimensions may be employed based on design constraints and/or the particular apphication (e.g., 16~
24 inches foraneckiace). As those of skill m the avt will also appreciate, the ends of the strand wember

102 are “free,” in that they have the ability to move freely and are not permanently and structurally

attached to another object.

As such, a first clasp member 108, disposed at the first free end 110, and a second clasp member 112,
disposed at the second free end 114, are operably configared to engage and lock with one another fo
couple the first and second free ends 110, 114 logether and form a circular shape {e.g., to enclose g
user’s wrist or neck). In one exemplary embodiment, the first and second clasp members are 108, 112
are of a cylindrical fhiction-snap assembly. Specifically, as best shown in FIGS. 3-6, the second clasp
member 112 is of a feruale configuration 400, the hrst clasp member 108 is of a miale configuration
300, whereby the male configoration 300 iz inserted into the fomale configuration 400, Thereafter, a
cover portion 402 of the second clasp member 112, having a friction-engaging member 404, is rotated
and closed on the lower portion 406 o engage with and lock there onto.  As such, the male
configuration 300 s prevented from being removed (ransversely or longitudinally) from the fomale
configuration 400 without separating the cover portion 402 from the lower portion 406, thereby

disengaging the friction-engaging member with the lower portion 406,

et

Said another way, the first and second clasp members 108, 112 are operably configored to engage with
one another to prevent (without user intervention) the clasp members 108, 112 (and ends 1106, 114}
from separating or wncoupling. While one exemplary type of clasp member is depicted in the figures,
other clasp members may be employed. For example, other exemplary clasp members, such as add-

a-bead clasps, adjustable clasps, ball-and-joint clasps, bar-and-ring clasps, barrel clasps, bead clasps,

1@
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box clasps, button togple clasps, crimping clasps, Iobster claw clasps, springing clasps, may be

ptilized.

With reference to FIGS, 3 and 6, the charm keeper body 104 niay be independently disposed adjacent
to the first clasp member 108, Said another way, the charm keeper body 104 15 a strocture that is not
used to fasten or couple the strand member 102 together, Le., 1t would be the clasps members 108, 112
that function to fasten or couple the strand member 102, Said even further, the charm keeper body

104 15 independent of fastening, as best seen in FIG. 6.

With reference to FIGS. 7-9, the charm keeper body 104 may beneficially melude the spring-loaded
charm retention member 1006 at least partially housed within the keeper body 104, The spring-loaded
chanmn retention member 106 operates to retain one or more charms 700 housed on the strand member
102, thereby inhibiting inadvertent or undesired remuoval of said charms 700 from ong or more ends
of the strand member 102 while the strand member ends 108, 112 are uncoupled to one another. To
effectuate the same, the charm retention member 106 includes a retention surface 702 spanning
apwardly at least partially in g transverse direction {represented with arrow 704) away from an outer
surface 706 of the charm keeper body to a terminal end 708, In one embodiment, the retention surface
702 inchudes a substantially planar side surface that extends upwardly until it reaches the terminal end.
The substantially planar side surface acts as a barrier or wall or prevent the chanm 700 from passing
thereby. Inanother embodiment, as shown 1n FIG. 7, the retention surface 702 includes a substantially
planar side swrface that extends npwardly to a curvilinear upper surface that includes the terminal end

708, In further embodiments, the side surface of the retention surface 702 is curvilinear.

Separating the termunal end 708 and point on the outer surface 700 where the charm retention member

100 protrudes, is a keeper off-set length 800. When the charm retention member 106 15 in a fully

i1
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extended position along a retention member translation path (represented as a hinear path depicted in
FIG. § with arrow 802}, the keeper offset length R00 and diameter/length 804, also generally referred
to herein as “thickness,” of the keeper body 102, combined, is greater than a maximum length of a
diamater of the charm member 700. For example, when the charm retention member 106 is in the
fully extended position {e.g., depicted n FIG. 8), it may have a length of approximately 0.25 inches.
In combination with the keeper body thickness 804, e.g., 0.5 inches, the total combined thickness may
be 0.75. The one or more charm members 700 defining a lamen with a lamen diameter may have a
maxirmum length of said diameter being approxinwately 0.6 inches, whereby the combined length, or
thickness of the keeper body 102 and keeper off-set length 800, is greater than saxd maximum lumen
diameter, thereby preventing the charm member 700 from being inadvertently removed or even
passing to the clasp member disposed adjacent thereto.  As those of skill in the art will appreciate, the
lumen diameter is greater than the diameter of the strand member 102 to permit the charm member

F00 10 be inserted andfor shd thereon.

When the one or more charm members 700 are desired by the user o be removed fom the strand
member 102, g user will apply a force to the charm retention member 106 to translate #t to a compressed
position {e.g.. depicted in FIG. 9) along the retention member translation path 802, When in the
compressed position, the keeper offisat length 300 and the keeper body width 804, combined, are less
than the lumen diameter, including the maxmmum lumen diameter, thereby permitting the charm
member 700 to enter and egress from the sirand member 102 and clasp disposed adjacent thereto, e.g.,

the first clasp member 108

shaped to permit a portion of the charm retention member 106 to protrude therefrom, as depicted in
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the figures. Inone embodiment, the aperture 202 may be a single aperture defined on the keeper body
104, Additionally, the keeper body 104 may enclose a spring assembly 806 that supphies a biasing
force in @ transverse direction, e.g., divection 704, Said another way, the spring assembly 806 may
alse be at least partially housed within the keeper body 104 and is operably configured to permit the
charm retention member 106 to translate through said sperture 202, Said differently, the chamm
retention member 106 may be “spring-loaded” and the spring assembly 806 higses the spring-loaded
charm retention member 106 in the fully extended position (e.g., depicted in FIG. §). 1n one example,

the force needed to overcome the spring constant of the spring employed in the spring assembly 806

may be 1-21b

The spring assembly 806 may include one end 808 of the spring divectly coupled to a lower inner
surface of the keeper body 104 and another end 810 directly coupled to a lower surface 812 of the
charm retention merber 106, Additionally, the spring assembly 806 may be housed within opposing
walls to resist against lateral or longitedingl movement. The keeper body 104 may alse include
miernal structures, walls, and/or surfaces to prevent the charm retention member 106 from fully exiting
the keeper body 104 and/or aperture 202, The charm retention member 106 and keeper body 104 may
be of a substantially rigid material, e.g., PVC (Shore D 30-80) andfor stainless steel. The charm
retention member 106 may be retamed within the keeper body 104 by snapping two halves of the
keeper body 104 together. In another embodiment, the charm retention member 106 may be retained
within the keeper body 104 my inserting 1t and the spring assembly 806 inte an end, e.g., end 814, of

the keeper body 104 and then soldering or welding the strand member end within the keeper body 104,

Referring now to FIG 3 in connection with FIGS. 7-9, the spring-loaded charm retention member 106

may include an upper surface 110 disposed owtside of the keeper body 104 when the charm retention
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member 106 i3 m the fully extended position. The upper surface 106 of the charm retention member
106 may be of g carvilinear shape to facilitate in supplying a downward force by a charm member 700
that is inserted, via the lumen, through the male configuration 300, The curvilinear shape also enables
the user to apply the compression force on the spring in 8 more comfortable manner by sliding his or

her finger on the upper surface 106 of the charm retention mentber 106,

Additionally, the charm retention member 106 may also include a height separating the upper surface
106 of the charm retention member 106 and the outer surtace 706 of the charm keeper body 104, when
the charm refention member is in the fully extended position. The beight, or height profile, of the
apper surface 106 with respect to the owter sarface 706, may taper in the longitudinal direction toward
the clasp member, e.g., first clasp member 108, disposed adjacent {o the keeper body 104. This again
effectuates in the supplying of & downward force by a chann member 700 that s mserted, via the
tumen, through the male configuration 300, In one embodiment, a visual end 302 of the charm
retention member 106 13 ot least substantially flash or level with the outer surface 706 of the keeper
body 104, Thizx configuration facilitates in transferving the charm member 700 over the chanm
retention memnber 106 and, when continually shiding the charm member 700 longitudinally across the
charm retention member 106, compressing the charm retention member 106 to permit the charm
member 708 to enter the strand member 12, When an end, e.g., end 710, of the charm member 700
passes a proximal end, e.g., end 712, of the charm retention memmber 106, the charm retention member
106, which may be birsed by the spring assembly 800, i placed in the fully extended position, In
other embodiments, the user may physically franslate, and lock, the charm retention wember 106 in
the folly extended position and compressed position using, for example, a vertically disposed tongue-

and-groove andfor notch and recess conBguration.
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As those of skill in the art will appreciate, the charm keeper bodv 104 may define an aperture 202
sized and shaped to permit the charm retention member 106 to translate therethrough. The keeper
body 104, hamen, charm member 700, strand member 102, first clasp member/male configoration 108,
300 may be of a cylindrical shape to facilitate in further guick and efficient removal or placement of
one or more charm members 700, Other shapes, however, e.g., rectangular or triangular, may be
utilized. Moreover, as those of skall in the art will also appreciate, the keeper body 104 may include
a maximnum keeper body thickness 804, along with a maximum thickness of the male configuration,
.., thickness 714, that is less than a nunimum length of the lumen diameter to facilitate in permutting

efficient and effective entry and egress of the charm member 700,

A charm keeper assembly has been disclosed that effectuates quick and easy removal of a charmona
strand member, sucl as g bracelet, necklace, or other strand member. Beneficiglly, the charm keeper
assemnbly also employs the use of g charm retention member, generally independent of any clasps on

said strand member, {0 retain said one or more pieces of jewelry on the strand member when the

opposing ends of the strand member are uncoupled from one another.

S
LA
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CLAIMS

What is claimed i
i A charm keeper assembly comprising:

an elongated and flexible strand member baving a first free end and a second free end opposing

the first free end, the strand member defining ¢ strand member diameter;

a first clasp member disposed at the first free end of the elongated strand member and a second
clasp member disposed at the second free end of the elongated strand member, the first and second
clasp members operably configured to engage and lock with one another o couple the first and second

free ends together and form a circalar shape;

a charm keeper body with a keeper body thickness and independently disposed adjacent to at
jeast one of the first and second clasp members and having a spring-loaded charm retention member
at least partially housed withun the keeper body and incloding a retention surface spaming upwardly
in a transverse direction away from an outer surface of the chanm keeper body to a terminal end
defining a keeper off-set length when the spring-loaded charm retention member is in g fully extended

position along a refention meraber transtation path; and

at feast one charm member defining g lomen with a lumen diameter having 8 maxinnm length
less than the off-set length and the keeper body thickness, combined, when the charm retention

member is in the fully extended position, and greater than the strand member digmeter,

2. The charm keeper assembly according to claim 1, wherein the retention member translation

path further comprizes:

a compressed position with the keeper off-set length and the keeper body width, combined,

less than the lumen diameter.
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3. The charm keeper assembly according to claim 2, wherein the spring-loaded charm retention

member further comprises:

an upper surface disposed ountside of the kegper body, when the charm retention member is 1n
the fully extended position, wherein the upper surface of the spring-loaded charm retention member

is of a curvihinesr shape,

4. The charm keeper assembly according to claim 3, wherein the spring-foaded charm retention

member further comprises:

a height separating the upper surface of the spring-loaded charm retention member and the
outer surface of the charm keeper body, wherein, when the charm retention member is in the fully
extended position, the height tapers 1 a longitudinal direction toward the at least one of the first and

second clasp members adjacent to the chanm keeper body.

5. The charm keeper assembly according to claim 4, whersin:

the first clasp member is of a male configiwation and the second clasp member is of a female
configuration sized and shaped to receive g portion of the male configuration, the first clasp member

disposed adjacent to the charm keeper body.

6. The charm keeper assembly according to olaim 1, wherem

the first clasp member 1s of 8 male configuration and the second clasp member is of a fomale
configuration sized and shaped to receive a portion of the male configuration, the first clasp mamber
disposed adjacent to the charm keeper body, the charm keeper body defining an aperture sized and

shaped to permit the spring-loaded charm refention member to translate therethrough,

.l
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7. The charm keeper assembly according to claim 6, wherein

the keeper body is of a cylindiical shape and has a maxumnum keeper body thickness, along

with a maximum thickness of the male configuration, is less than a muintmum length of the lumen

diameter,
8. The charm keeper assembly according to claim 1, wherein the keeper body further comprises:

@ spring assembly housed thergin and operably configured to permit the spring-loaded charm
refention member fo translate through an aperture defined by the keeper body, the spring assembly

biasing the spring-loaded charm reteation mentber in the fully extended position.

& A charm keeper assembly comprising:

an elongated and flexible strand member having a first free end and a second free end opposing

the first free end;

a first clasp member of a male configuration disposed at the first free end of the elongated
strand member and a second clasp member of a fomale configuration disposed at the second free end
of the elongated strand member, the male and female configurations operably configured to engage

and lock with one another to couple the first and second free ends together and form a cirealar shape;

a charm Keeper body with a keeper body thickness and disposed adjacent to the frst clasp
member and having an outer swrface enclosing a spring assembly, the outer surface defining an

aperture thereon;

a charm refention member at least partially housed and retained within the keeper body,
profrading from the aperture defined by the charm keeper body, and including 8 retention surface
spanning upwardly n g transverse direction away from the outer surface of the charm keeper body to

a terminat end defining a keeper off-set lengtlh when the charm retention member i in a fully extended

18
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position along a retention member wranslation path, the spring assembly biasing the spring-loaded

charm retention member i the fully extended position; and

at {east one charm member defining a lumen with 4 lumen dipmeter having a maximum length
lesy than the off-set length when the chanm retention member 1s in the fully extended position and the

keeper body thickness, combined.

10, The charm keeper assembly according to claim 9, wherein:

the outer surface defines a single apertare thereon,

11, The charm keeper assembly according to clamn 9, wherein the strand member fusther

COMPIiSes:

a strand member diameter defined by the strand mewber, wherein the maximum length of the

lumen diameter is greater than the strand member diameter.

12, The charm keeper assembly according to claim 9, wherein the retention member translation

path further comprises:

o~

a compressed position with the keeper off-set length and the keeper body thickness, combined,

less than the lumen diameter,

13, The charm keeper assembly according to claim 12, wheretn the charm retention member

forther comprises:
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an upper surface disposed outside of the keeper body, when the charm retention member is in
the fully extended position, wherein the upper surface of the spring-loaded charm retention member

is of a curvilinear shape.

14, The charm keeper assembly according to claim 13, wherein the charm retention member

further comprises:

a height separating the upper surface of the chann retention member and the outer surface of
the charm keeper body, wherein, when the charm retention mewmber is in the fully extended position,

the height tapers m a longitadinal direction toward the first clasp member,

153, The chanm keeper assembly according to claim 14, wherem:

the first clasp member is of 3 male confipuration and the second clasp member 15 of a female
configuration sized and shaped to receive a portion of the male configuration, the first clasp member

disposed adjacent to the charm keeper body.

16,  The charm keeper assembly according to clanm 8, wherein:

the keeper body is of a cylindrical shape and bas a maximum thickness that, along with a

maximum width of the male configuration, i less than a manimum length of the humen diameter.

17 The charm keeper assembly according to clain 9, wherein:

the charm keeper bady s independently disposed adjacent to the first clasp member.
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