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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE W. LAKE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Monti 
cello, in the county of Jones and State of Iowa, 
have invented a new and useful Door or Win 
dow Clamp, of which the following is a speci 
fication. . 
My invention relates to a device for tem 

porarily supporting in an upright position a 
-door, window-sash, plank or board so as to 
permit the carpenter or other artisan to plane 
off or operate upon the upper edge of the arti 
cle thus supported. 
The objects of my invention are to provide 

a simple, effective and inexpensive contri 
vance which is capable of engaging a vertical 
edge of the article to be supported in order 
that the lower edge of such article may rest 
upon the floor, bench or other support; and, 
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furthermore, to provide a device of the class 
named which will engage without marring the 
article supported. 

Further objects and advantages of my in 
vention will appear in the following descrip 
tion, and the novel features thereof will be 
particularly pointed out in the claims. 
In the drawings-Figurel is a perspective 

view of the clamp embodying my invention, 
applied in the operative position to a door. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the clamp, showing 
the jaws extended or expanded in full lines, 
and in their clamped positions in dotted lines. 
Fig. 3 is a plan view in section. 
Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 

responding parts in all the figures of the draw 
IngS. 

1 and 2 represent, respectively, parallel 
spaced side springs or plates, between the 
rear ends of which is arranged a space-block 
3 to which the rear ends of the side springs 
or plates are firmly secured. Extending trans 
versely through the space-block and register 
ing perforations in the side springs or plates 
is a rivet pin 4, whose ends extend through 
washer plates 5 arranged upon the outer sur 
faces of the side springs or plates and are 
headed, and in addition to this securing de 
vice, screws 6 are employed at the rear ex 
tremities of the springs or plates. 
The front ends of the side springs or plates 

are beveled, as shown clearly in Fig. 2 of the 

inner edges being connected pivotally 

drawings, and to the outer surface of said 
beveled ends are secured hinges 7 which form 
the connection between the front ends of the 
side springs or plates and intermediate points 
of the triangular jaws 8. These jaws are pro 
vided with bases 9 which are in alignment 
with each other and are respectively perpen 
dicular to the inner edges of the jaws, such 

to 
gether by means of hinges 10 which are so 
disposed as to form, when the jaws are in 
transverse alignment, an interval into which 
the edge of the door, or window-sash, or other 
article is adapted to fit. Secured to and flush 
at their inner edges with the vertical edges 
of the jaws are cleats 11 thereby increasing 
the surface of the clamping portions of the 
JaWS. 
The strengthening bar or check 12 is ar 

ranged between the side springs or plates ad 
jacent to their front ends and secured at one 
end rigidly to one of said springs or plates, 
the other end being free from the twin spring 
or plate. The advantage derived from this 
construction is that the springs or plates are 
enabled to separate at their front ends to per 
mit of the adjustment of the jaws to fit the 
article to be clamped. The side springs or 
plates are concaved or hollowed at their outer 
faces near their rear ends in order to enhance 
the spring action of such parts. 
From the above description it will be un 

derstood that the tendency of the sidesprings 
or plates is toward each other, thereby hold 
ing the jaws either in the open position, 
shown in full lines in Fig. 2, in which posi 
tion the free ends of the springs or plates are 
in contact with the ends of the checkbar, or 
in the position shown in dotted lines of said 
Fig. 2 in which the inner edges of the jaws 
are in contact, and the free ends of the springs 
or plates, as in the other position, are in con 
tact with the ends of the check. Thus, the 
parts being in the position shown in full lines 
in Fig. 2 and resting upon the floor or bench, 
it is necessary, to operate the clamp, merely 
to insert the vertical edge of a door, or window 
sash between the edges and press said verti 
cal edge against the hinge connections by 
which said jaws are united, to cause said jaws 
to approach each other and by the force of 
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the springs or plates clamp the edge of the 
door or window-sash and hold the latter in the 
desired position. 
The arrangement by which the lower edge 

of the door or window-sash is allowed, while 
supported, to rest upon the floor or bench, 
enables the carpenter or other artisan to main 
tain the article in a horizontal position and 
in more convenient position for treatment. 

It will be understood that the bases of the 
jaws are in the plane of the lower edges of 
the side springs or plates, and the space 
block, check, and cleats all terminate at their 
lower ends flush with said lower edges of the 
jaws and springs or plates. 
Changes in the form, proportion, and minor 

details of construction may be resorted to 
without departing from the spirit or sacrific 
ing any of the advantages of my invention. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim is 

1. In a clamping device, the combination 
with spaced parallel springs or plates and per 
manent connections between their rear ends, 
of jaws hinged together and to the front ends 
of said springs or plates and adapted to be 
held in their closed and open positions by said 
Springs or plates, substantially as specified. 

2. In a clamping device, the combination 
With spaced parallel springs or plates and per 
manent means for connecting their rear ends, 
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of jaws hinged together and to the front ends 
of said springs or plates and having their 
bases or lower edges in the plane of the lower 
edges of said springs or plates, substantially 35 
as specified. 

3. In a clamping device, the combination 
of side springs or plates, permanent connec 
tions between their rear ends, and a check 
bar between their free front ends, of jaws 
hinged together and to the front ends of said 
Springs or plates, the inner or adjacent edges 
of said jaws being separated, substantially as 
specified. 

4. In a clamping device, the combination 
of twin parallel side springs or plates, a per 
manent connection between their rear ends 
and capable of lateral vibration at their front 
ends, jaws having bases perpendicular to their 
clamping edges, and connections between said 
jaws and the front ends of said side springs 
or plates whereby the jaws are held normally 
in their clamping positions by the springs or 
plates, substantially as specified. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE W. LAKE. 
Witnesses: 

W. H. Hugh Es, 
CHARLES II. RASTEDE. 
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