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To all, whom, it may concert: 
Beit known that I, ANDREW KEISER, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Puzzles, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings. 
This invention relates in general to games 

and toys, and more particularly to that class 
known as puzzles,’ and has for its object to 
provide a simple, cheap, and easily - Con 
structed device that Will afford much amuse 
ment and at the same time Will be educational 
to the operator. 

In my invention I have constructed a puz 
zle more particularly designed for use at times 
of national conventions and elections, and in 
the accompanying drawings I have shown 
the puzzle adapted to be used for the national 
election of 1896, although any names of 
parties may be substituted as desired and 
used for any election or convention, as will 
be hereinafter more fully described. 
My invention has for its further object to 

construct a puzzle that will require consider 
able skill to manipulate to bring about the 
desired resulti-i. e., to nominate and elect a 
favorite candidate. 
With the above and other objects in View 

the invention finally consists in the novel 
construction, combination, and arrangement 
of parts, to be hereinafter more particularly 
described, and specifically pointed out in the 
claims. 
In describing the invention in detail refer 

ence is had to the accompanying dra Wings, 
forming a part of this specification, and 
wherein like figures of reference indicate simi 
lar parts throughout the different views, in 
which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my puz 

zle. Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the line XX 
of Fig. 5. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the 
triangular indicator. Fig. 4 is a top plan view 
of one of the gates. 
with the cover removed. 
tudinal sectional view. 
In the drawings, 1 indicates the box, which 

is provided with a partial cover 2, said cover 
having apertures 33333 and 3'3". 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view 
Fig. 6 is a longi 

The box 

1 is also provided With partitions 4 4 44, said 
partitions having pivotally hinged thereto 
gates 555 5. The box. 1 is also partitioned 
at 6, at its upper end, said partitions being 
provided with apertures 7777. The box i 
is also provided at its lower end with a tri 
angular-shaped indicator 8, pivoted at both 
ends and extending the entire width of the 
box. 1, and carries a handle 9 for operating 
the same. The partitions 4444 are also pro 
vided with apertures 10 10 1010 to allow the 
marbles to pass from One compartment to an 
other. The upper portion of the box 1 is also 
provided with a horizontal partition 7, form 
ing an upper and lower compartment, the 
said upper compartment having the cover 2, 
the other portion of the box remaining open 
to view. The apertures or holes 3' 3" in the 
cover 2 lead to the upper compartment, and 
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the lower compartment is provided with ap 
ertures or holes ll 11 11 11 11, which are in 
alignment with the holes 33333 in the cover 
2. A strip 12 extends transversely across the 
box, said strip having an inclined face ex 
tending from the upper side of the box or 
casing. The upper compartment is subdi 
vided by a series of transverse partitions 6, 
the back compartment not being connected 
with the others of the top series, but having 
openings 11, as above stated. The forward 
compartments above have various holes 11° 
leading to the lower compartments. The par 
ticular arrangement of these holes may be 
varied somewhat, as their exact locationisim 
material. 
To operate my puzzle it is the intention to 

use balls or marbles to represent the Repub 
lican, Democratic and doubtful States, and 
one ball or marble represents all of the Demo 
cratic States, one to represent all of the Re 
publican States, and one for each of the doubt 
ful States. The marble representing the 
Democratic States is deposited in such a man 
ner as to have it count (after being manipu 
lated) for the Democratic candidate, and the 
one representing the Republican States to do 
likewise for the Republican candidate. The 
remaining balls or marbles are to be deposited 
in the apertures or holes 3' 3", and it will be 
noted that the result as to the Successful can 
didate will be dependent upon the compart 
ment into which these marbles enter and the 
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manner in which the operator manipulates 
them. It will also be observed that when the 
marbles have been deposited in the compart 
ments and have passed from One into another 
compartment formed by the partitions in the 
box they can be manipulated to different 
compartments of the box by tilting the same, 
which action will cause the swinging gates to 
operate on their hinges and allow the marbles 
to pass through the openings 10 10 10 10 and 
from there to the credit of the particular can 
didate whose name appears in that compart 
ment. 
The marbles representing the sure votes of 

the Democratic and Republican candidates 
are of a larger size than those designed to rep 
resent the doubtful States to be manipulated 
within the box, and will therefore remain in 
their respective compartments and cannot be 
manipulated so as to be passed through the 
gates. 
On the same principle it will be noted that 

a convention could be conducted by having 
one marble represent a certain group of dele 
gates-i. e., from the Silver States or from 
the Solid South, &c. 
Although this puzzle is particularly de 

signed for the above purpose, yet it will be 
seen that the principle involved may be ap 
plied to various games. 

It will be noted that various changes may 
be made in the details of construction of my 
puzzle without departing from the general 
spirit of my invention. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a device of the character described, a 
box having at its upper end compartments 
divided by a horizontal partition, the upper 
compartment being further divided by trans 
verse partitions, an apertured cover arranged 
thereon, partitions in the box having passages 
gates controlling the passages, the various 
partitions being provided With openings to 
produce a circuitous passage from the aper 

tures of the lid to the indicator at the bottom 
of the box, as and for the purpose described. . 

2. In a device of the character described, a 
box provided with partitions forming com 
partments with passages through the parti 
tions double gates controlling the passages, 
upper and lower compartments at the end of 
the box and a cover over the compartments 
provided with apertures, as and for the pur 
pose described. 

3. In a device of the character described, a 
box having upper and lower communicating 
compartments at one end, an apertured cover 
over the compartments, partitions in the box 
having passages and double gates pivoted to 
the partitions to control the passages, for the 
purpose described. 

4. A puzzle consisting of a box having lon 
gitudinal partitions with the passages, double 
gates controlling the passages, a transverse 
strip having an inclined face, upper and lower 
compartments formed at the upper end of the 
box, the upper compartment being divided 
into transverse compartments an apertured 
cover on the upper compartment, the horizon 
tal partitions 7 having apertures connecting 
the various compartments as and for the pur 
pose described. 

5. A puzzle consisting of a box having ion 
gitudinal partitions with passages double 
gates controlling the passages, a transverse 
strip having an inclined face, the upper and 
lower compartments formed at the upper end 
of the box, the upper compartment being di 
vided into transverse compartments the back 
one of which is disconnected from the othel's, 
the floor of the upper compartments having 
apertures or passages as and for the purpose 
described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 

ANDREW RESER. 
Witnesses: 

ALFRED MI. WILSON, 
II. E. SEIBERT. 
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