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To all whom it may concern.:

Beit known that I, THEODORE W. SCHMIDT,
of New York, in the county and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Clothes-Driers, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Myinvention consistsof an improved clothes
drierand relates to that class which is adapted
to besupported from the ceiling in removable
adjustment. )

The objectistoprovidea clothesdrier which
may be adjusted to several different heights
and which may becompactly folded and easily
removed from or secured to the support upon
the ceiling.

A practical embodiment of my invention is
represented in the accompanying drawings,
in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my invention,

showing the clothes supporting arms in their

folded position, the whole being supported
from the ceiling. Fig. 2is a view partially in
section and partially in side elevation, show-
ing the arms in their unfolded or extended
position in full lines in their lowermost posi-
tion and in dotted lines in their highest posi-
tion and about midway between the highest
and lowest position. Fig. 3 is a top plan view
of the upper portion of the clothes drier. Fig.
4 is atop plan view of the arm supporting hub,
showing three of the arms in their extended
position, the other arms being removed. This
hub is shown partially broken away to show
the manner of pivoting the inner ends of the
clothes supporting arms, and Fig. 5 is an en-
larged detail view of a portion of the raising
and lowering cords, showing the manner of
binding them together.

A designates a vertical hollow shaft, to the

“upper end of which I rigidly secure a hollow

tube B and, to the lower end of the shaft A,
I secure a hollow knob C.

D designates a serew bolt which is adapted
to serew into the ceiling. It is provided with

a lateral pin d which engages the tube B for
the purpose of supporting the clothes drier.
As shown in the accompanying drawings,
the tube B is provided with a vertically elon-
gated opening, extending from its top a short
distance downwardly and then extending lat-
erally and upwardly, as shown at b, so that

when the pin d is seated within the opening’
b, the tube B is locked against rotation nupon
the serew D. ‘

The tube B has mounted therein two.puil-
leys b’, b% over which the raising and lower-
ing. eords E, E’ run, as will be hereinafter
more fully described. ‘ .

I designates the arm supporting hub and
it is preferably made in two sections f, 7.

The arms are designated by G and are pref-
erably provided at their ends with reduced
portions g, having laterally extended lugs ¢’,
g® which engage corresponding openings in
the upper section f of the hub F, so that the
arms have a swinging movement between a
horizontal and a vertical position. There may
be a greater or less number of arms G, as is
desired.

The two sections f, f/ of the hub T are re-
movably secured together by meansof a sleeve
H which embraces the hollow shaft A and a
nut J which secrews upon thelower end of the
sleeve H. = The upper portion of the sleeve I1
is provided with two laterally extending arms
h, B’ to which are fastened the corresponding
ends of the cords E, E’. The cords E, E’ ex-
tend from the hub' F upwardly and over the
pulleys b, b* and then downwardly through
the hollow shaft A and are secured to a suit-
able handle K just below the hollow knob C.

It will be seen that when the hub with its
clothes supporting arms is in its lower posi-
tion, and the handle K is drawn downwardly
the hub is slid upwardly along the hollow
shaft A.

The cords E, E’ are secured together at sev-
eral different points, by binding pieces as
shown at %, k', &e., for the purpose of sup-
porting the hub I at several different heights
along the shaft A." These binding pieces %,
I’ are preferably screws which are serewed
through one of the cords and into the other,
thereby holding them snugly together.

The means I have shown for holding the
arms at different heights consist of a two
armed lever L, pivoted to the hollow knob C
in such a position that one arm of the lever
extends between the cords E, E’ and across
the opening in the knob C and is adapted to
engage the binding pieces %, &/, &c. The le-
ver L is yieldingly held in position by means
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of a spring I secured to the opposite arm of
the lever from the one just deseribed and
presses against the knob C.

For the purpose of holding thehub Fagainst
rotation when the arms are in their folded ad-
justment and the hub is in its lowermost po-
sition, I secure a spring 4 to the nut J, which
spring engages an opening c in the knob C.

For holding the arms G in their vertical or
folded adjustment, I secure a circular disk or
plate M to the hollow tube B, just over the
cord pulleys b’,b% This plate M is provided
with semi-¢ircular recesses m one for each of
thearms G. Corresponding with each of these
semi-circular openings m, I secure spring
clasps N which are adapted to yieldingly hold
the arms G in their closed position within the
recesses m. The plate M is preferably lo-
cated in close proximity to the upper portions
of the pulleys 0’,0%s0 as to prevent the cords
E, E’ from slipping off the said pulleys as tha
hub F is rotated around the hollow shaft A.

Proceeding to describe the operation of my
device, supposing the same to be in its folded
position and secured to the screw bolt D,
the arms G are released from their notches
N and allowed to fall to a horizontal position.
The clothes to be dried may then be hung
upon the arms and, if it is desired to raise
them to a greater or less degree so as to get
them out of the way, the handle K is drawn
downwardly until the ecatch lever L engages
the binding piece upon the cords E, E’ which
is desired.

It will be seen that, except when the spring
7 is in engagement with the knob C, the arms
may be rotated around the hollow shaft A,
thereby bringing any particular arm toward
the person.

It isobvious that slight changes in the form
and arrangement of the several parts herein
described might be resorted to withont de-

parting from the spirit and seope of my inven-
iion. Hence I do not wish to limit myself
strietly to the structure herein set forth, but

What I claim is—

1. In. combination, a hollow shaft, means
for supporting it,a clothes supporting device
sliding on the shaft, adjusting cords secured
to the device and extending upwardly and
then downwardly within the shaft, binding
pieces on the cords, and a locking device on
the shaft in position to engage the binding
pieces for adjusting the clothes supporting
device at different heights along the shaft,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination with a supporting de-
vice, of a shaft, means for securing the shaft
to the supporting device against rofation, a
knob secured to the lower end of the shaft
said knob bavinganopeningtherein,a clothes
supporting device sliding upon the shaft, and
a spring catch on the clothes supporting de-
vice adapted to enter the opening in the knob
for locking thesaid clothessupporting device
against rotation when in its lowermost posi-
tion, substantially as set forth.

3. In combination, a hollow shaft, means
for supporting the shaft at its upper end, a
hollow knob secured to the shaft at itslower
end, a clothes supporting device sliding on
the shaft, cords secured to the clothes sup-
porting device and extending upwardly then
downwardly through the hollow shaft and
knob, binding pieces upon the cords, and a
spring actuated locking lever secured to the
hollow knob in position to engage the bind-
ing pieces as the cords are raised and lowered,
thereby locking the clothes supporting device
at different heights, substantially as set forth.

THEODORE W. SCHMIDT.

Witnesses:

FREDK. HAYNES,
GEORGE BARRY.
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