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ENo. 748,347. Patented December 29, 1903. 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JOSEPH ALDINE CHARLTON, OF HINTON, WEST VIRGINIA, ASSIGNOR OF 
ONE-HALF TO B. B. BURKS, OF HINTON, WEST VIRGINIA. 

CURTAN OR AWNNG. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 748,847, dated December 29, 1903. 
Application filed September 3, 1903, Serial No, i71,772, (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOSEPHALDINE CHARL 

TON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Hinton, in the county of Summers and State 
of West Virginia, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Curtains or Awn 
ings; and I do declare, the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
My invention relates generally to new and 

useful improvements in curtains, shades,awn 
ings, and the like, and more particularly to 
a curtain for closing the open rear end of a 
locomotive-cab. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

curtain of this character which will be simple 
in construction, durable in use, efficient in 
Operation, and comparatively inexpensive to 
manufacture. M 

With this and other objects in view the in 
vention consists of certain novel features of 
construction, combination, and arrangement 
of parts, as will be more fully described, and 
particularly pointed out in the appended 
claim. . 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
an elevation of the rear end of a locomotive 
cab, showing the application of one embodi 
ment of my invention which is in the form of 
a drop-curtain. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of 
the same. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view 
taken on the line 33 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a de 
tailhorizontal sectional view taken on the line 
4 4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a front elevation of 
another embodiment of my invention, the 
same being in the form of an awning. Fig. 
6 is an end elevation of the same. 

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1 to 4 
of the drawings, the numeral 1 denotes the 
rear end of an engine or locomotive cab, and 
2 the opening or door in the same, which is 
adapted to be closed by my improved curtain 
3. Said curtain 3, which may be of any suit 
able flexible material, has one end secured to 
and rolled upon a roller 4, having trunnions 
5 at each end, which are journaled in brack 
ets 6, Secured on the rear end of the cab at 
each side of the opening 2 and above the top 
of the same, as shown in Fig. 1. The lower 

or free end of the curtain is provided with a 
transverse stick or rod 7, which is of sufficient 
weight to cause the curtain to drop or unroll 
when the roller is released, as hereinafter ex-55 
plained. 
In order to raise the curtain, an operating 

cord or other flexible connection 8 has one 
end secured to said roller adjacent to one of 
its ends and is then Wound about said roller 6o 
in the reverse direction to that in which the 
curtain is wound. The other or free end of 
said cord 8 passes through an opening 9 in 
the end of the cab and hangs within conven 
ient reach of the engineer or occupant of the 65 
cab. It will be seen that when the curtain 
is down the cord will be wound upon the 
roller, so that by simply pulling the cord to 
unwind the same the roller will be rotated to 
roll up the curtain. 
In order to hold the curtain in its raised or 

lowered position or at any intermediate point, 
the roller is provided near one end with a 
ratchet-wheel 10, the teeth of which are en 
gaged by a pawl 11, pivoted at 12 between 75 
lugs 13, formed on one of the brackets 6. 
The point of said pawl is preferably faced 
with rubber or other material, as at 14, and 
is held in engagement with said ratchet 
teeth by a flat spring 15, which is secured to 8o 
said bracket and which bears against the 
rear of said pawl, The end of the pawl op 
posite that on which the point is formed is 
provided with a hand or fingerpiece 16, which 
when depressed will move the point of the 85 
pawl out of engagement with the ratchet 
wheel, and thereby release the roller, which 
will immediately rotate to unwind the cur 
tain, owing to the weighted stick 7, carried 
by the latter. 
In order to operate the pawl 11 from within 

the cab, a loop or bail 17 passes through an 
opening in said hand-piece 16 and thro(ugh 
openings 18 in the rear end of the cab, as 
shown in Fig. 4. By pushing said bail out 
wardly from the inside of the cab the pawl 
will be disengaged to lower the curtain, as 
previously described. 

In Figs. 5 and 6 I have shown the free end 
of the curtain carried by supporting or Ioo 
stretching arms 20, to thus form an awning 
3 instead of a curtain. Said arms have their 
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upper ends formed with eyes 21, which en 
gage the weighted stick or rod 7, and their 
lower ends are pivoted, as at 22, to the lower 
portion of the frame 1, surrounding the open 
ing 29, which is protected by the awning 3. 
In order to start or assist the awning in drop 
ping when its roller is released, coil-springs 
23 are provided to exert their energy to force 
the arms downwardly. One end of each of 
said springs is secured to the frame 1 and 
the other end to one of the arms 20, as shown. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
the construction and operation of the inven 
tion will be readily understood without re 
quiring a more extended explanation. 
While I have shown and described my in 

vention as applied to a locomotive-cab, it will 
be understood that the same may be used at 
any desired place and for any purpose. Va 
rious changes in the form, proportion, and 
minor details of construction may also be 
made without departing from the principle or 
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sacrificing any of the advantages of this in 
vention. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
In a curtain, awning or the like, the com 

25 

bination with a frame having an opening, of 3o 
a roller journaled on one side of said frame 
above said opening, a flexible covering rolled 
on said roller, a ratchet-wheel carried by said 
roller, a spring-actuated pawl mounted on 
one side of said frame and adapted to engage 
said ratchet-wheel to lock said roller against 
rotation, and an operating device projecting 
through said frame and engaged with said 
pawl, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
10SS eS. 

JOSEPH ALDINE CHARLTON. 
Witnesses: 

T. N. READ, 
C. L. PARKER. 
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