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Application filed February 2, 1920. Seriai No. 355,844, 
To all thom, it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, RAYMOND. B. GIL 

CHRIST, a citizen of the United States, and 
a resident of Newark, in the county of Es 
sex and State of New Jersey, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Straw Dispensers, of which the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description. 
The invention relates to straw dispensers 

of the type in which the straws are auto 
matically spread when the cover is raised. 

In devices of this class, it is desirable that 
the container should be transparent to ex 
hibit the contents so that patrons can readi 
ly see its contents. Heretofore, it has been 
customary to make the containers of mould 

The irregularity in the internal 
diameter and periphery of these containe's 
is so great when so made that considerable 
carriage and the glass. This results in de 
ficient operation and in liklihood of the 
straws being caught between the carrier and 
the container. A further object of the in 
which, in its normal operation, is adapted to 
remain on a table or counter, but which, 
when desired, can be lifted to the patron, the 
body of the container remaining on the ta 
ble. - 

A still further object of the invention is 
to provide an improved dispenser for the 
straws and the like. 
The invention consists in the several novel 

features hereinafter set forth and more par 
ticularly defined by claims at the conclusion 
hereof. 

in the drawings: Fig. 1 is a side elevation 
of a straw dispenser embodying the inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical section, the straws 
being shown partially lifted to assume a 
spread position. Fig. 3 is a section showing 
the carrier and transparent portion of the 
container lifted away from the body. 
The improved dispenser comprises a cy 

lindrical body 4 expanded at its lower end, 
as at 5, to form a base for the container. 
This body and base are formed of metal 
which can be spun with accuracy or to true 
cylindrical form, so that a carrier 6 will fit 
therein without excessive play or clearance. 
An upper annular or cylindrical section 7 
formed of glass is shouldered at its lower 
end to seat upon the upper edge of the 

body 4 and an inwardly and downwardly 
inclined flange 8 adapted to guide the sec 
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tion into and to hold said section against 
latei'al hovement relatively to the body. A 
cover 9 is adapted to close the upper end of 
the section 7 and is provided with a handle 
rod 11 connects the cover and the carrier 6 
So that when the cover is raised, the carrier 
will be lifted to automatically lift the straws 
12. The carrier 6 is provided with a flange 
13 to retain the straws thereon. 

In operation, the handle 10 is usually 

(3) 
10 whereby it may be raised and lowered. A 

given a sharp jerk or twist to cause the 
straws to assume a spiral position in the con 
tainer. Normaliy, when the cover 9 is 
down, the container will be closed to protect 
the straws and keep them in a sanitary con 
dition. When the cover 9 is raised, the car 
rier 6 will be lifted with it through the rod 
11 and the straws 12 will be lifted out of the 
container and will automatically spread, as 
shown in Fig. 2. For the sake of clearness, 
Only two straws are shown, but it will be 
understood that these devices are usually 
Operated with a considerable number of 
straws. The carrier 13 is flared upwardly 
So that it will pass under and around the 
flange 8 of the transparent section 7, so 
that when the carrier reaches said section, 
the latter will offer some resistance to the 
further movement of the carrier. When 
the device is operated by a patron serving 
himself, it will be operated in this manner. 
When the handle is released, the cover will 
drop and immediately close the container. 
If, however, it should be desired to pass the 
Straws around to a number of patrons, the 
dispenser can further lift the handle 10 so 
that the carrier 6 will lift the transparent 
Section 7 out of and away from the con 
tainer, as shown in Fig. 3. After use, the 
carrier is placed in the upper end of the 
body 4 and when the carrier is lowered, the 
transparent section 7 will be automatically 
arrested by the upper end of the body 4 
while the cover is being lowered to close the 
container. 
The invention exemplifies an improved 

straw dispenser in which the carrier operates 
in a straw container or receptacle having a 
Section formed of metal and a transparent 
Section through which the straws will be 
visible. Also one in which an upper sec 
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tion is removable from the body and is 
adapted to cooperate with the carrier in 
holding the straws. - - 
The invention is not to be understood a 

restricted to the details set forth, since 
these may be modified within the scope of 
the appended claims, without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secule by 
Letters Patent, is: 

1. In a dispenser, the combination of a 
container comprising a lower metallic Sec 
tion and an upper transparent section, a 
cover, a handle, and means operable by the 
handle for lifting the upper section. 

2. In a dispenser, the combination of a 
container comprising a metallic lower sec 
tion and an upper transparent Section, a 
cover, a handle connected to the cover, and 
means operable by the handle for conjointly 
lifting said section and the cover. - 

3. In a dispenser, the combination of a 
container comprising a plurality of Super 
imposed sections, a cover, and means for 
conjointly lifting articles in the container 
and one of the sections. . . . 

4. In a dispenser, the combination of a 
container comprising a plurality of super 
imposed sections, a cover, a carrier for the 
articles liftable with the cover and provided 
with means for engaging. One section and 
lifting it with the articles. 

5. In a dispenser, the combination of a con 
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tainer comprising a plurality of Superimposed 
sections, a cover, a handle on the cover, a 
arrier for the articles operatively connected 
to the handle and provided with means for 
engaging and for lifting one section with 
the articles. 

6. In a dispenser, the combination of a 
container comprising a plurality of super 
imposed sections, one of which is provided 
with a flange for holding it on the other, a 
cover adapted to close the upper section, a 
carrier movable with the cover and provided 
with means to engage and lift the flanged 
section. 

7. In a dispenser, the combination of a 
container comprising a lower metallic Sec 
tion and an upper transparent section seated 
on the lowei' section and provided with an 
internal flange, a cover adapted to close the 
upper section, a carrier provided with means 
to engage the flange and lift the transpai'ent 
section. 

- S. In a dispenser, the combination of a 
container comprising a metallic lower sec 
tion and an upper transparent section re 
lnovably seated on the lower section and 
provided with a flange for holding it on the 
body, a cover adapted to close the upper 
section, a handle, a carrier operatively con 
nected to the handle and provided with 
means to engage the flange and lift the 
transparent section. 
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