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This invention relates to a humidor for tobacco and
is adapted for the storage and humidifying of tobacco
in its three smoking forms; namely, cigars, cigarettes and

pipe mixtures,

It is an object of the invention-to provide a humidor
in which stored tobacco may be supplied with moisture in
desired amounts.

It is a further object of the invention to provide a
humidor in which the stored cigars, cigarettes or smoking
tobacco may- be readily removed therefrom. without dis-
turbing the humidifying element of the humidor.

Briefly, the humidor comprises an open receptacle, a
tobacco container which fits therein, a lid for the recep-
tacle ‘and sponge -means which provide the moisture.
The receptacle has an inwardly extending lip with open-
ings therein. Within the receptacle and below the open-
ings in the lip-is the sponge -means capable of giving off
water vapor or -moisture.  The lip supports the tobacco
container and the- lid, the latter having notches therein
which may be aligned with the lip openings. When so
aligned, moisture from the sponge passes through the lip
openings and the notches in the flange of the lid into
the interior of the tobacco container. The lid may be
rotated to disalign the notches in the flange and the open-
ings in the lip-and thereby close off the moisture supply
to the tobacco- container. -In this manner, the instant
humidor supplies controlled amounts of moisture to the
tobacco.

The invention, both as to its organization and method
of operation, taken with further objects and advantages
thereof, will best be understood by reference to the fol-
lowing description taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 represents a cross-sectional view of the
humidor of the instant invention;

FIGURE 2 is a top view of the humidor shown in
FIGURE 1 taken along lines A—A; and

FIGURE 3 represents a partial cross-sectional view
of a modification of the instant humidor.

Referring now to FIGURES 1 and 2, the humidor con-
tains an open, cylindrical receptacle 1 having an inwardly
extending annular lip 2 with diametrically disposed open-
ings 11 therein. An annular flange 3 extends upwardly
from the lip 2. - Below the annular lip 2 and extending
around the internal periphery of the receptacle 1 is a
sponge 4 held in place by a wire or screen means 5. The
sponge 4 may be a piece of sheet sponge which has been
rolled into an annular shape prior to being placed into
the humidor.

A tobacco container 6, which is cylindrically shaped
in the instant embodiment, is insertable into the recep-
tacle 1. The tobacco container 6 contains a flange 7
which rests upon the annular flange 3 to support the con-
tainer 6 in the receptacle 1. . )

The humidor 8 contains a finger knob or handle 9
and a downwardly depending annular flange 10 which
is"adapted to rest upon the lip 2 when the lid 8 is placed
on the receptacle 1. The flange 10 of the lid 8 has dia-
metrically disposed notches or openings 12 therein which
may be aligned with the openings 11 in the lip 2 for rea-
sons more apparent hereinafter. The notches 12 in the
flange 10 have a vertical dimension sufficiently large
that they extend above the flange 7 when the lid is placed
upon the lip 2 of the receptacle 1. The Iid 8 may be
rotated upon the lip 2 to effect alignment or disalign-
ment. of the notches 12 with the openings 11 as desired.
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The tobacco, cigarettes or cigars to be stored in the
instant humidor are placed in the tobacco container 6.
Water is poured into the open receptacle 1 or, if the
container 6 has been placed in the receptacle as shown
in FIGURE 1, it may be poured into the humidor through
the openings 11 in the annular lip 2. Water in excess of
that which will be absorbed by the sponge 4 may be
placed in the receptacle. In fact, excess. water 13 is
desirable for it replenishes the sponge 4, which is losing
water in vapor form to humidify the tobacco. ~With the
tobacco’ container 6 in place upon the flange. 3, .the lid

.8 is then placed on the annular lip 2 and the lid 8 ro-

tated upon the lip 2 until the notches 12 and the openings
11 are aligned. The lid and receptacle may have marks
on the outside thereof which indicate the position of the
notches 12 and the openings 11, respectively, to aid in
their alignment. .

When the notches 12-and the openings 11 are aligned
the tobacco in the container 6 will receive moisture in the
form of water vapor from the water in the sponge “4.
The water vapor or moisture passes from sponge 4 through
the openings 11 and the notches 12 into the container 6.
The -water lost from sponge 4 by vaporization. of the
water therein is replenished by the excess water in the
receptacle which is in contact with sponge 4.

When the stored tobacco, cigarettes or cigars do not
require any additional moisture, the humidifying capacity
of the humidor is terminated by rotating the lid 8 with
the finger knob or handle 9 to disalign the notches 12
and openings 11 and thereby closing off the openings 11.
In this manner the instant humidor provides means for
supplying controlled amounts of moisture to tobacco, cig-
arettes or cigars which are stored in the container 6. Of
course, the tobacco may be removed from or additional
tobacco placed in the humidor by merely removing the
lid 8 to afford access to the tobacco container 6.

FIGURE 3 illustrates a modification of the humidor
hereinbefore described with respect to FIGURES 1 and
2. The modified humidor contains an L-shaped flange
14 which extends downwardly from the annular lip 2.
The upper portion of the horizontally disposed free leg
of the L-shaped flange 14 is the seat upon which the
flange 7 of the container 6 rests to support the tobacco
container 6. The advantage of this modified humidor is
that the notch 12 of the lid 8 need not be as large as the
notches 12 in the humidor of FIGURES 1 and 2, since
the former notches do not have to extend above the
flanges 3 and 7 as in FIGURE 1. . In all other respects
the operation and structure of the modified humidor is
the same as that of the humidor described in FIGURES
1 and 2.

It will be understood that though lid 8 has been illus-
trated as a hollow member, it may, of course, be a solid
wooden member or the like. If'it is a solid member the
communication between the openmings 11 and the con-
tainer 6 may be provided by notches or passageways in
the flange 10 similar to those already discussed.

It will be further understood that though the illustrated
humidors are cylindrically shaped, other shapes would
be suitable to effect the same results. For example, the
receptacle, lip, lid and container may have square; hori-
zontal cross-sections. In such a modification the lip 2

“and flange 10 have the openings and notches, respectively,

on two opposed sides thereof. Alignment of the open-
ings in the lip 2 with the notches in the flange 10 may
be effected by properly positioning the lid on the lip 2.
Disalignment or closing of .the openings in the lip ‘is
achieved from ‘the aligned position by removing the lid,
rotating it through a 90° angle, and placing it back on
lip 2.

It will be further understood that in any of the modi-
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fications. discussed the sponge need not extend around
the entire internal periphery of the receptacle of the hu-
midor. It is only necessary that the strip of sponge be
sufficiently large enough to supply the desired amount of
moisture to the tobacco container. .It is preferred that
the sponge exiend to the bottom of the receptacle so that
it will be in contact with any excess water which may be
in the bottom of the receptacle.

While several embodiments described herein are at
present considered to be preferred, it is understood that
various modifications. and improvements may be made
therein, and it is intended to cover in the appended claims
all such modifications and improvements as fall within
the true scope and spirit of the invention.

What is desired to be claimed and secured by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. A humidor for tobacco or. the like comprising a pair
of cylindrical containers, one smaller than the other, the
smaller thereof - being . removably mounted within the
larger and being adapted to hold tobacco or the like, an
inwardly extending annular lip within said’ larger con-
tainer for mounting the smaller container in such position
that an annular space is provided between the side walls
Of said: containers ‘and the bottom of the small container
is spaced above the bottom of the:larger container, said
larger container holding water in the space in the bottom
thereof, moisture absorbing means mounted in said annu-
lar space and in submerged relationship to any water con-
tained in said larger container, passage means comprising
an opening in said annular lip for the passage of moisture
from said moisture absorbing means into said smaller con-
tainer, and a-lid for said containers having an annular
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flange extending downwardly therefrom and seating loose-

ly upon said annular lip thereby covering by its own
weight said opening in said annular lip, said lid when
resting upon said annular lip closing said container from
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the atmosphere, said annuiar fiange further having a
notch which may be aligned with respect to said opening
in said annular lip by rotation of said lid to provide, or
prevent, respectively, communication between said smaller
and larger containers, whereby the introduction of mois-
ture into the smaller container may be controlled by
changing the position of said movable lid.

2. The humidor of claim 1 wherein said annular lip
has an annular upwardly extending flange and said smaller
container has an annular, horizontally disposed flange
which is adapted to rest upon said upwardly extending
flange to support said smaller container.

3. The humidor of claim 1 wherein said amnular lip
has an annular, downwardly exténding, substantially L.-
shaped flange having an inwardly extending free leg
and said smaller container has a horizontally disposed
flange which is adapted to rest upon the free leg of said
I.-shaped flange to support said smaller container.
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