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DISH DRAINER 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

0001. This application claims priority to and the benefit of 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 61/044,603 filed Apr. 14, 
2008, the contents of which are incorporated herein by refer 
CCC. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 This invention relates generally to dish drying racks 
used to contain wet dishes after their washing, and the drain 
trays typically used below such racks to collect drained off 
Water. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003 Dish racks, used adjacent to the kitchen sink, are 
commonly used for the collection of wet dishes subsequent to 
the manual washing of the dishes in the sink. Typically, dishes 
are washed, rinsed, and placed in specialized compartments 
in the rack, still wet. A series of apertures or holes extend 
through the bottom of the rack, through which water from the 
dishes is drained off by gravity. 
0004. A mat is sometimes used under the dish rack to 
absorb the water. Or, a tray, generally sold with the rack, is 
positioned beneath the rack and includes a tray floor, bounded 
by raised side walls, on which the rack is Supported. Drainage 
water from the racked dishes collects in the tray floor, out of 
contact with the dishes, accelerating drying. Many trays com 
prise an outlet lip at one end of the tray floor, which is draped 
over the sink, and from which collected water can be returned 
to the sink. This is commonly a gap in the raised side wall, 
at the centre of the edge of the tray which is placed closest to 
the sink. 
0005. Othertrays merely collect the water in the tray floor, 
for eventual disposition by way of evaporation. 
0006 Dish drying racks and trays are likely as old as 
dishes themselves; U.S. Pat. No. 1,406.773, patented in 1922, 
describes a dish drying rack with an adjustable Supporting 
means, allowing the tray to be placed at an angle to facilitate 
and expedite run-off of water into the sink. Various configu 
rations of dish drying racks and trays can be found in U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 1835,232, 2,936,898, 5,588,539. 
0007 Combinations of dish rack and tray in one unit dates 
back to 1958 and U.S. Pat. No. 2,954,875. Dish racks have 
been taught to be foldable (U.S. Pat. No. 6,170,676), expand 
able (U.S. Pat. No. 6,179,134), adjustable (U.S. Pat. Nos. 
6,364,130, 5,318,190), storable (U.S. Pat. No. 5,158,184), 
and of various shapes and sizes (U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,531,641, 
6,491,170, 7,325,695, 2007/0151937, D347,717, D353,921, 
D397.534, and D432,750). Even some of the problems faced 
when shipping or displaying dish rack and tray combinations 
have been explored (U.S. Pat. No. 5,385,261). 
0008. Other dish drainage apparatus are taught in U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 5,119,943, 4,221,299, 4,531,641, 4,969,560, and 4,756, 
582. 

0009. One problem with most known dish racks is that 
they take up a lot of countertop space. A dish rack is typically 
placed to the side of the sink, taking up “prime’ countertop 
real estate. The rack takes up most of the countertop, because 
the spout, outlet lip, or gap in the raised sidewall needs to be 
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placed over the sink, and this spout, outlet lip, or gap, either 
runs the entire width of the rack, or is located at the centre of 
the rack. 
0010. It would be desirable to have a dish rack that does 
not use up this “prime’ countertop real estate. In particular, it 
would be desirable to have a dish rack and tray that can be 
pushed to the back of the counter top, while still capable of 
draining into the sink. It would also be desirable if such a dish 
rack and tray is designed to be capable of being placed to 
either side of the sink, without the need for re-tooling or for a 
store to stock two different racks or trays. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0011. According to one aspect of the present invention is a 
dish tray comprising: a floor, having an underside, a topside, 
a right edge, a left edge, a front edge, and a back edge, and 
having a concave shape from said front edge to said back 
edge; a right endwall extending upwardly from said right 
edge; a left endwall extending upwardly from said left edge; 
said left endwall, right endwall, front edge and back edge 
forming a rim; a gap in said right endwall, forming a right 
outlet lip, said gap located more proximal to the front edge 
than to the back edge; a second gap in said left endwall, 
forming a left outlet lip, said gap located more proximal to the 
front edge than to the back edge; an elevation means, for 
elevating one edge of the floor relative to another edge of the 
floor, and having at least two, user selectable configurations; 
wherein in the first configuration, when the tray is placed on 
a horizontal surface, the left edge is higher than the rightedge: 
and wherein in the second configuration, when the tray is 
placed on a horizontal Surface, the right edge is higher than 
the left edge. 
0012. According to another aspect of the present invention 

is a dish tray comprising: a floor, having an underside, a 
topside, a right edge, a left edge, a front edge, and a back edge; 
a right endwall extending upwardly from said right edge; a 
left endwall extending upwardly from said left edge; a front 
sidewall extending upwardly from said front edge; a back 
sidewall extending upwardly from said back edge; said left 
endwall, right endwall, front sidewall and back sidewall 
forming a rim; a gap in said right endwall, forming a right 
outlet lip, said gap located more proximal to the front edge 
than to the back edge; a second gap in said left endwall, 
forming a left outlet lip, said gap located more proximal to the 
front edge than to the back edge; an elevation means, for 
elevating one edge of the floor relative to another edge of the 
floor, and having at least two, user selectable configurations; 
wherein in the first configuration, when the tray is placed on 
a horizontal Surface, the left edge is higher than the right edge; 
and wherein in the second configuration, when the tray is 
placed on a horizontal Surface, the right edge is higher than 
the left edge. 
0013. In one embodiment of the present invention, in 
either configuration, the angle of the floor to the Surface on 
which the floor is placed is between 4 and 5 degrees. 
0014. A further embodiment of the present invention is the 
dish tray wherein the elevation means is a wire Support 
attached to the underside of the floor and capable of rotating 
from a first position more proximal to the right edge to a 
second position more proximal to the left edge. 
0015 Inafurther embodiment of the present invention, the 
elevation means is at least one removable foot said foot 
capable of affixing to a right foot dock located on the under 
side of the floor and more proximal to the right edge than to 
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the left edge, and also capable of affixing to a left foot dock 
located on the underside of the floor and more proximal to the 
left edge than to the right edge. 
0016. In one embodiment, the at least one removable foot 
comprises two removable feet. 
0017. In a further embodiment, the dish tray further com 
prises at least one permanent right foot located on an under 
side of the floor and more proximal to the right edge than to 
the left edge, and at least one permanent left foot located on an 
underside of the floor and more proximal to the left edge than 
to the right edge. 
0018. In a further embodiment, the dish tray further com 
prises at least one permanent right foot located on the under 
side of the floor and more proximal to the right edge than to 
the left edge, and at least one permanent left foot located on 
the underside of the floor and more proximal to the left edge 
than to the right edge. 
0019. In yet a further embodiment, the elevation means 
has a base that is more distal to the floor thana distal end of the 
permanent right foot and a distal end of the permanent left 
foot. 
0020. In yet a further embodiment, the dish tray further 
comprises at least one permanent right foot located on the 
underside of the floor and more proximal to the right edge 
than to the left edge, and at least one permanent left foot 
located on the underside of the floor and more proximal to the 
left edge than to the right edge. 
0021. In a further embodiment, the removable foot has a 
base that is more distal to the floor than a distal end of the 
permanent right foot and a distal end of the permanent left 
foot. 
0022. Another aspect of the present invention is a dish 
drainer comprising the dish tray as previously described, and 
a rack element positioned on the topside of the dish tray. 
0023. In a further embodiment, the dish tray and the rack 
element are one piece. 
0024. In another embodiment, the dish tray and the rack 
element are two separate pieces. 
0025. In a further embodiment, the dish tray and the rack 
element are removably affixed to one another. 
0026. In a further embodiment, the rack element com 
prises: a rack element floor, a plurality of ribs extending in a 
generally perpendicular orientation to the floor; wherein said 
ribs allow the stacking of dishes in a generally vertical orien 
tation. 
0027. In a further embodiment, the dish drainer further 
comprises at least two drain hole in said rack element floor, 
configured such that, when a wet dish is stacked, water drains 
through at least one drain hole onto the topside of the dish tray 
floor. 
0028. In a further embodiment, the rack element floor and 
the dish tray floor are the same element. 
0029. In a further embodiment, the dish drainer further 
comprises at least one cutlery rack mount on the rack element, 
said cutlery rack mount capable of being affixed to a cutlery 
rack. 
0030) Inafurther embodiment, the at least one cutlery rack 
mount comprises a left cutlery rack mount, proximal to the 
left endwall, and a right cutlery rack mount, proximal to the 
right endwall. 
0031. In a further embodiment, the dish drainer further 
comprises a cutlery rack capable of affixing to the right cut 
lery rack mount, and, in an alternative configuration capable 
of affixing to the left cutlery rack mount, said cutlery rack 
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being capable of holding cutlery in a generally vertical ori 
entation, said cutlery rack having at least one cutlery drain 
hole configured such that, when wet cutlery is placed in said 
cutlery rack, water drains through the cutlery drain hole onto 
the topside of the dish tray floor. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES 

0032 FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a dish drainer 
that is one embodiment of the present invention. 
0033 FIG. 2 shows the topside of the dish tray of the dish 
drainer of FIG. 1. 
0034 FIG. 3 shows the underside of the dish tray of FIG. 
2, with the wire support proximal to the left endwall. 
0035 FIG. 4 shows the underside of the dish tray of FIG. 
2, with the wire support proximal to the right endwall. 
0036 FIG. 5 shows the wire support from FIGS. 3 and 4, 
in isolation. 
0037 FIG. 6 shows a side view of the dish drainer of FIG. 
1, in use, on the right side of a sink. 
0038 FIG. 7 shows a side view of the dish drainer of FIG. 
1, in use, on the left side of a sink. 
0039 FIG.8 shows the top view of the dish drainer of FIG. 
1, in use, on the right side of a sink. 
0040 FIG.9 shows the top view of the dish drainer of FIG. 
1, in use, on the left side of a sink. 
004.1 FIG. 10 shows the top view of the rack element of 
the dish drainer of FIG. 1. 
0042 FIG. 11 shows the bottom view of the rack element 
of the dish drainer of FIG. 1. 
0043 FIG. 12 shows the cutlery rack of the dish drainer of 
FIG. 1, in isolation. 
0044 FIG. 13 shows a perspective view of the rack ele 
ment of a dish drainer that is an alternative embodiment of the 
present invention. 
0045 FIG. 14 shows a perspective view of the rack ele 
ment of FIG. 13, affixed to a dish tray. 
0046 FIG. 15 shows the underside of the dish tray of FIG. 
14. 
0047 FIG. 16 shows a perspective view of an alternative 
embodiment of the dish drainer of the present invention, 
wherein the rack element and the dish tray are one piece. 
0048 FIG. 17 shows the dish drainer of FIG. 16 in use. 
0049 FIG. 18 is a top view of the dish drainer of FIG. 16. 
0050 FIG. 19 is a perspective view of the dish drainer of 
FIG. 16, in its operating environment, on the right side of a 
sink. 
0051 FIG. 20 is the top view of FIG. 19. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

0.052 The present invention is a dish tray that can be 
pushed to the back of a countertop, while still capable of 
draining into a sink. With a small, user-selectable change in 
conformation, the dish tray can be configured to sit on either 
side of a sink, with no requirement for additional re-tooling, 
or for two different trays to be made. 
0053 Referring initially to FIG. 1, the Dish Draineris seen 
to comprise a tray 20 and a rack 22. In certain embodiments 
(shown and described below with reference to FIGS. 16-18), 
the tray 20 and rack 22 elements may be made from one piece 
of plastic or metal. However, in the embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 1-15, the Dish Drainer comprises two separate pieces, 
one for the tray 20 and one for the rack 22. The rack 22 is 
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removably affixed to the tray 20 by means of the rack-receiv 
ing elements 32, shown in this embodiment as holes within 
the tray extension 30 of the tray 20, which receive the tray 
fasteners 48, which are shown as protruding elements extend 
ing inwardly from the sidewall extension 50 of the rack 22. 
0054) The Tray 20 is shown in detail in FIGS. 2-5. The tray 
20 is defined by sidewalls 36, endwalls 26, and a central tray 
floor 34. The tray floor 34 as shown is concave, allowing 
water dripping into the tray to pool away from the two side 
walls 36, though the tray floor could also be of any other shape 
that allows the water to pool away from the sidewalls (not 
shown). The endwalls 26 each comprise at least one upwardly 
turned wall 52 portion, and a left outlet lip 24 or a right outlet 
lip 25. In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-4, the wall 52 
extends from one sidewall 36 to approximately the midpoint 
of the tray 20, and the left outlet lip 24 extends from the other 
sidewall 36 to the lip 52, i.e. approximately the midpoint of 
the tray 20. However, as can be clearly envisioned, the left 
outlet lip 24 may be of virtually any length, and may be 
located anywhere along the endwall 26, so long as it is off 
centre (as described further below), and surrounded by wall 
52. Each endwall 26 comprises at least one wall 52 and an 
outlet lip (either a left outlet lip 24 or a right outlet lip 25), as 
described above. The left outlet lip 24 and right outlet lip 25 
are both off-centre, and located on the same side of the tray 20 
(i.e. both left outlet lip 24 and right outlet lip 25 are closer to 
the front sidewall 54 and more distal to the back sidewall 56). 
0055. The tray 20 as shown also comprises lip extension 
28, which is shown in further detail in FIG. 18, described 
further below. 
0056. The tray 20 has an underside 58, shown in further 
detail in FIGS. 3-4. The underside comprises left feet 38. 
located on the same side as left outlet lip 24, and right feet 39. 
located on the same side as right outlet lip 25. As shown, the 
underside 58 has four feet 38, 39, though more feet could be 
utilized. Alternatively, two, long feet, each extending longi 
tudinally between sidewalls 36 could be used. 
0057. Only two of the four feet 38 shown are actually used 
when the tray 20 is in use, as explained further below. Spe 
cifically, when the left outlet lip 24 is placed in the sink 60, the 
left feet 38 are used to stabilize the tray 20. When the right 
spout 25 is placed in the sink 60, the right feet 39 are used to 
stabilize the tray 20. The feet 38, 39 may have pads 37 made 
of rubber or other material that will prevent the tray 20 from 
slipping or moving when in use. 
0058. The underside 58 also comprises a wire support 40, 
attaching to the tray 20 by hinge 44. The wire support 40 
comprises a left base 42 and a right base 46. As shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4, the wire support 40 can rotate from one side of 
the underside 58 to the other. Shown in FIG. 3, the wire 
support 40 is on one side of the underside 58, with left base 42 
contacting the underside 58, and left base 46 extending out. In 
FIG. 4, the wire support 40 is shown on the other side of the 
underside 58, with left base 46 contacting the underside and 
right base 42 extending out. The portion of the wire Support 
40 that extends out extends further than feet 38,39. The wire 
support 40 is shown in isolation in FIG. 5. 
0059. When in use, the tray 20 is placed on a countertop 
with its underside 58 facing down. The tray 20 rests either on 
right feet 39 and right base 46 (when in the configuration 
shown in FIG. 3), or on the left feet 38 and left base 42 (when 
in the configuration shown in FIG. 4). As shown (though not 
necessarily in all embodiments), the tray 20 also rests on tray 
extension 30, in either configuration. 
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0060. The Dish Drainer can be seen in use in FIGS. 6 and 
7. In FIG. 6, the Dish Drainer is placed on the right hand side 
of sink 60. The dish drainer is placed with left outlet lip 24 
extending into the sink, with lip extension 28 hanging in a 
generally vertical direction into the sink 60. The tray 20 rests 
on left feet 38, tray extension 30, and the left base 42 of wire 
support 40. This configuration allows for the dish drainer to 
be angled, preferably at an angle of between 4 and 5 degrees, 
relative to the countertop 62 on which it rests. As would be 
evident to a person skilled in the art, the angle is determined, 
in part, by the length of the extension of left base 42, relative 
to the length of the extension of left feet 38. 
0061. In FIG.7, the dish drainer is placed on the left hand 
side of sink 60. In this configuration, the wire support 40 is 
flipped and in the opposite configuration to that shown in FIG. 
6 (i.e. it is placed in the configuration shown in FIG.3). Thus, 
right outlet lip 25 extends into the sink, with lip extension 28 
hanging in a generally vertical direction into the sink 60. The 
tray 20 rests on right feet 39, tray extension 30, and the right 
base 46 of wire support 40. This configuration allows for the 
dish drainer to be angled, preferably at an angle of between 4 
and 5 degrees, relative to the countertop 62 on which it rests. 
0062. As would be evident to a person skilled in the art, the 
dual configuration allows the dish drainer to be used on either 
side of a sink, as shown. In either configuration, the dish dryer 
can be “pushed to the back of the countertop 62, allowing the 
user to use the front of the countertop 62 for other things, due 
to the asymmetrical nature of the outlet lips, as shown in the 
top plan views of FIGS. 8 and 9. 
0063. As shown in FIG.1, and in isolation in FIGS. 10 and 
11, the dish dryer also comprises a rack 22 element, designed 
for holding dishes, cutlery, pots, pans, glasses, and other 
items wishing to be dried. The rack 22 comprises a plurality 
of ribs 62 extending in a generally perpendicular orientation 
to the rack floor 68. The ribs 62 allow stacking of dishes in a 
generally vertical orientation when the dish dryer is in use. 
Water on the dishes drip down onto the rack floor 68, through 
drain holes 64 and onto the tray floor 34, where it moves 
towards the lowest point on the tray floor 34, and out through 
the spout 24, 25. The spout 24, 25 to which the water drains 
out depends on the configuration of the tray 20, as described 
above. The rack 22 may also have vertical wall 66 extending 
from its end walls, both as structural support for dishes placed 
within it, and to prevent water from dripping out of the rack 22 
in a manner that would circumvent tray 20. Tray fasteners 32 
protrude from rack extension 70 and mate with rack receiving 
elements 32 to removably affix the rack 22 to the tray 20. 
0064. The rack 20 may further comprise a cutlery rack 78: 
the cutlery rack 78 may be a part of the rack moulding, or it 
may be removably affixed, as shown. FIG. 12 shows the 
cutlery rack 78 in isolation; by having a removably affixed 
cutlery rack 78, it permits the user to change the endwall 26 to 
which the cutlery rack 78 is affixed; in this manner, the cutlery 
rack 78 can be oriented in a manner that is desirable depend 
ing on whether the dish dryer is positioned to the left or to the 
right hand side of a sink 60. The cutlery rack 78 features 
protrusions 72 that affix the cutlery rack 78 to an opening 74 
in the rack. 

0065. An alternative embodiment of the rack 22 is shown 
in FIG. 13. This rack 22 comprises ribs 62, a cutlery rack 78. 
and drain holes 64. However, the rack 22 is affixed to the tray 
20 in a different manner utilizing clips 76 which attach to 
sidewalls 36. This embodiment of rack 22 is shown affixed to 
a tray 20 in FIG. 14. 
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0.066. A further alternative embodiment is shown in FIG. 
15. Here, wire support 40 can be moved from one (left) 
position to another (right) position by removing it in its 
entirety and placing it in a different hinge 44 position. 
0067. An alternative embodiment of the dish dryer can be 
seen in FIGS. 16 to 20. In this embodiment, the key elements 
of both the tray 20 and the rack 22 are moulded or fabricated 
out of one piece of metal or plastic. In this design, the tray 
floor 34 is also the rack floor, and, as such, the rack floor does 
not require drain holes. This embodiment of the dish dryer 
still comprises a left outlet lip 24, a right outlet lip 25, two end 
walls 26, a wall 52, ribs 62, and a tray extension 30, but all 
components are built onto one structure, rather than two. Note 
that, because of this, this embodiment also does not require 
rack receiving elements 32 ortray fasteners 48. FIG.16 shows 
the dish dryer in use holding a dish between two ribs 62. 
FIG. 17 shows atop view of this embodiment, while FIGS. 18 
and 19 show the embodiment in the context of a sink 60. 
0068 While the above describes several embodiments, the 
invention so described is not to be so restricted. Other 
embodiments which utilize the teachings herein set forth are 
intended to be within the scope and spirit of the subject 
invention. 

1. A dish tray comprising: 
a.a floor, having an underside, a topside, a right edge, a left 

edge, a front edge, and a back edge, and having a con 
cave shape from said front edge to said back edge; 

b. a right endwall extending upwardly from said right edge; 
c. a left endwall extending upwardly from said left edge; 
d. Said left endwall, right endwall, front edge and back edge 

forming a rim; 
e. a gap in said right endwall, forming a right outlet lip, said 

gap located more proximal to the front edge than to the 
back edge; 

f a second gap in said left endwall, forming a left outlet lip, 
said gap located more proximal to the front edge than to 
the back edge; 

g. an elevation means, for elevating one edge of the floor 
relative to another edge of the floor, and having at least 
two, user selectable configurations; 

h. wherein in the first configuration, when the tray is placed 
on a horizontal Surface, the left edge is higher than the 
right edge; 

i. and wherein in the second configuration, when the tray is 
placed on a horizontal Surface, the right edge is higher 
than the left edge. 

2. A dish tray comprising: 
a.a floor, having an underside, a topside, a right edge, a left 

edge, a front edge, and a back edge; 
b. a right endwall extending upwardly from said right edge; 
c. a left endwall extending upwardly from said left edge; 
d. a front sidewall extending upwardly from said front 

edge; 
e. a back sidewall extending upwardly from said backedge; 
f, said left endwall, right endwall, front sidewall and back 

sidewall forming a rim; 
g. a gap in said right endwall, forming a right outlet lip, said 

gap located more proximal to the front edge than to the 
back edge; 

h. a second gap in said left endwall, forming a left outlet lip, 
said gap located more proximal to the front edge than to 
the back edge; 
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i. an elevation means, for elevating one edge of the floor 
relative to another edge of the floor, and having at least 
two, user selectable configurations; 

j. wherein in the first configuration, when the tray is placed 
on a horizontal Surface, the left edge is higher than the 
right edge; 

k.and wherein in the second configuration, when the tray is 
placed on a horizontal Surface, the right edge is higher 
than the left edge. 

3. The dish tray of claim 1, wherein, in either configuration, 
the angle of the floor to the surface on which the floor is placed 
is between 4 and 5 degrees. 

4. The dish tray of claim 1 wherein the elevation means is 
a wire support attached to the underside of the floor and 
capable of rotating from a first position more proximal to the 
right edge to a second position more proximal to the left edge. 

5. The dish tray of claim 1 wherein the elevation means is 
at least one removable foot said foot capable of affixing to a 
right foot dock located on the underside of the floor and more 
proximal to the right edge than to the left edge, and also 
capable of affixing to a left foot dock located on the underside 
of the floor and more proximal to the left edge than to the right 
edge. 

6. The dish tray of claim 5 wherein the at least one remov 
able foot comprises two removable feet. 

7. The dish tray of claim 1 further comprising at least one 
permanent right foot located on an underside of the floor and 
more proximal to the right edge than to the left edge, and at 
least one permanent left foot located on an underside of the 
floor and more proximal to the left edge than to the right edge. 

8. The dish tray of claim 4 further comprising at least one 
permanent right foot located on the underside of the floor and 
more proximal to the right edge than to the left edge, and at 
least one permanent left foot located on the underside of the 
floor and more proximal to the left edge than to the right edge. 

9. The dish tray of claim 8 wherein the elevation means has 
a base that is more distal to the floor than a distal end of the 
permanent right foot and a distal end of the permanent left 
foot. 

10. The dish tray of claim 5 further comprising at least one 
permanent right foot located on the underside of the floor and 
more proximal to the right edge than to the left edge, and at 
least one permanent left foot located on the underside of the 
floor and more proximal to the left edge than to the right edge. 

11. The dish tray of claim 10 wherein the removable foot 
has a base that is more distal to the floor thana distalend of the 
permanent right foot and a distal end of the permanent left 
foot. 

12. A dish drainer comprising: 
a. the dish tray of claim 1: 
b. a rack element positioned on the topside of the dish tray: 
13. The dish drainer of claim 12 wherein the dish tray and 

the rack element are one piece. 
14. The dish drainer of claim 12 wherein the dish tray and 

the rack element are two separate pieces. 
15. The dish drainer of claim 14 wherein the dish tray and 

the rack element are removably affixed to one another. 
16. The dish drainer of claim 12 wherein the rack element 

comprises: 
a. a rack element floor; 
b. a plurality of ribs extending in a generally perpendicular 

orientation to the floor; 
wherein said ribs allow the stacking of dishes in a generally 

Vertical orientation. 
17. The dish drainer of claim 16 further comprising at least 

two drain hole in said rack element floor, configured such that, 
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when a wet dish is stacked, water drains through at least 
one drain hole onto the topside of the dish tray floor. 

18. The dish drainer of claim 16 wherein the rack element 
floor and the dish tray floor are the same element. 

19. The dish drainer of claim 12 further comprising at least 
one cutlery rack mount on the rack element, said cutlery rack 
mount capable of being affixed to a cutlery rack. 

20. The dish drainer of claim 19 wherein the at least one 
cutlery rack mount comprises a left cutlery rack mount, proxi 
mal to the left endwall, and a right cutlery rack mount, proxi 
mal to the right endwall. 
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21. The dish drainer of claim 20 further comprising a 
cutlery rack capable of affixing to the right cutlery rack 
mount, and, in an alternative configuration capable of affixing 
to the left cutlery rack mount, said cutlery rack being capable 
of holding cutlery in a generally vertical orientation, said 
cutlery rack having at least one cutlery drain hole configured 
Such that, when wet cutlery is placed in said cutlery rack, 
water drains through the cutlery drain hole onto the topside of 
the dish tray floor. 


