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ABSTRACT

An airfoil assembly for a turbine engine comprising an outer
band, an inner band radially spaced inwardly from the outer
band to define an annular region, and multiple airfoils
circumferentially spaced within the annular region. Each
corresponding airfoil of the multiple airfoils can project
from a surface at a root and can further include an outer wall
defining a pressure side and a suction side. A projection can
extend upwardly from the surface on the pressure side and
a valley can extend into the surface on the suction side to
define a contour in the surface.
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1
TURBINE ENGINE WITH REDUCED CROSS
FLOW AIRFOILS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application takes priority to Italian Patent Applica-
tion Serial No. 102021000002240, filed Feb. 2, 2021, which
is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure generally relates to an airfoil for an engine,
and more specifically to airfoils configured to reduce cross
flow.

BACKGROUND

Turbine engines, and particularly gas or combustion tur-
bine engines, are rotary engines that extract energy from a
flow of combusted gases passing through the engine onto a
multitude of rotating turbine blades.

A turbine engine includes but is not limited to, in serial
flow arrangement, a forward fan assembly, an aft fan assem-
bly, a compressor for compressing air flowing through the
engine, a combustor for mixing fuel with the compressed air
such that the mixture can be ignited, and a turbine. The
compressor, combustor and turbine are sometimes collec-
tively referred to as the core engine.

Turbine engines include several components that utilize
airfoils. By way of a non-limiting example, the airfoils can
be located in the engine turbines, compressors, or fans.
Stationary airfoils are often referred to as vanes and rotating
airfoils are often referred to as blades.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

In one aspect, the disclosure relates to airfoil assembly for
a turbine engine comprising an outer band, an inner band
radially spaced inwardly from the outer band to define an
annular region therebetween, and having an upstream edge
and a downstream edge, with a surface extending therebe-
tween, and multiple airfoils circumferentially spaced in the
annular region wherein each corresponding airfoil of the
multiple airfoils includes an outer wall defining a pressure
side and a suction side extending between a leading edge and
a trailing edge to define a chord-wise direction and extend-
ing between a root and a tip to define a span-wise direction,
with the root abutting the surface, and a projection extending
upwardly from the surface on the pressure side and a valley
extending into the surface on the suction side to define a
contour to the surface, and the projection having an apex
located from the leading edge between —10% and 10% of a
normalized axial chord line for the corresponding airfoil.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1is a schematic cross-sectional diagram for a turbine
engine.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an airfoil assembly of
turbine engine of FIG. 1 having circumferentially spaced
airfoils, each with a pressure side and a suction side,
extending upwardly from an endwall having a projection on
the suction side, a valley formed in the endwall on the
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pressure side, a fence extending along the pressure side, and
a splitter located between the airfoils and extending from the
endwall.

FIG. 3 is a side view of the pressure side of an airfoil of
the airfoil assembly of FIG. 2 illustrating the location and
height of the projection and fence relative to the surface.

FIG. 4 is a side view of the suction side of an airfoil of the
airfoil assembly of FIG. 2 illustrating the location of the
valley on the suction side relative to the surface.

FIG. 5 is a side view of the pressure side of an airfoil of
the airfoil assembly of FIG. 2 illustrating the location of the
of splitter relative to the surface.

FIG. 6 is a radial view of the airfoil assembly of FIG. 2.

FIG. 7A is a top-down view of the airfoil assembly of
FIG. 2 illustrating the airfoils alone without the projection,
valley, fence and splitter of the crossflow retarding aerody-
namic structures and the accompanying pressure regions,
and airflow.

FIG. 7B is a top-down view of the airfoil assembly of
FIG. 2 including the fence, and the splitter of the crosstlow
retarding aerodynamic structures and the accompanying
pressure regions, and airflow.

FIG. 7C is a top-down view of the airfoil assembly of
FIG. 2 with the projection, valley, fence and splitter, of the
crossflow retarding aerodynamic structures and the accom-
panying pressure regions, and airflow.

FIG. 8A is a topographical map of an example airfoil
without the projection, valley, fence, and splitter of the
crossflow retarding aerodynamic structures of FIG. 2.

FIG. 8B is a topographical map of an airfoil of the nozzle
assembly with the projection, valley, fence and splitter of the
crossflow retarding aerodynamic structures of FIG. 2.

FIG. 9 is an enlarged view of an exemplary airfoil
assembly of the turbine engine of FIG. 1 according to an
aspect of the disclosure herein.

FIG. 10 is an enlarged view of a root portion of the
exemplary airfoil assembly of FIG. 9, further including a
tunnel and trench according to another aspect of the disclo-
sure herein.

FIG. 11 is an isometric side view of the tunnel and trench
of FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is FIG. 3 again illustrating a method of containing
and guiding a flow.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Aspects of this description are broadly directed to an
airfoil for a turbine engine, where the airfoil can include
multiple crossflow retarding aerodynamic structures such as
end wall contouring (EWC) which can include a projection
and a valley, a fence, and a splitter. Collectively, they can
provide the airfoil with increased aerodynamic efficiency
and significantly reduce secondary loss and exit swirl varia-
tion when compared to airfoils without the crossflow retard-
ing aerodynamic structures.

As used herein, the term “upstream” refers to a direction
that is opposite the fluid flow direction, and the term
“downstream” refers to a direction that is in the same
direction as the fluid flow. The term “fore” or “forward”
means in front of something and “aft” or “rearward” means
behind something. For example, when used in terms of fluid
flow, fore/forward can mean upstream and aft/rearward can
mean downstream.

Additionally, as used herein, the terms “radial” or “radi-
ally” refer to a direction away from a common center. For
example, in the overall context of a turbine engine, radial
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refers to a direction along a ray extending between a center
longitudinal axis of the engine and an outer engine circum-
ference. Furthermore, as used herein, the term “set” or a
“set” of elements can be any number of elements, including
only one.

All directional references (e.g., radial, axial, proximal,
distal, upper, lower, upward, downward, left, right, lateral,
front, back, top, bottom, above, below, vertical, horizontal,
clockwise, counterclockwise, upstream, downstream, for-
ward, aft, etc.) are only used for identification purposes to
aid the reader’s understanding of the present disclosure, and
do not create limitations, particularly as to the position,
orientation, or use of aspects of the disclosure described
herein. Connection references (e.g., attached, coupled,
secured, fastened, connected, and joined) are to be construed
broadly and can include intermediate members between a
collection of elements and relative movement between ele-
ments unless otherwise indicated. As such, connection ref-
erences do not necessarily infer that two elements are
directly connected and in fixed relation to one another. The
exemplary drawings are for purposes of illustration only and
the dimensions, positions, order and relative sizes reflected
in the drawings attached hereto can vary.

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional diagram of a turbine
engine 10 for an aircraft. The turbine engine 10 has a
centerline or longitudinal axis 12 extending forward 14 to aft
16. The turbine engine 10 includes, in downstream serial
flow relationship, a fan section 18 including a fan 20, a
compressor section 22 including a booster or low-pressure
(LP) compressor 24 and a high-pressure (HP) compressor
26, a combustion section 28 including a combustor 30, a
turbine section 32 including a HP turbine 34, and a LP
turbine 36, and an exhaust section 38.

The fan section 18 includes a fan casing 40 surrounding
the fan 20. The fan 20 includes a plurality of fan blades 42
disposed radially about the longitudinal axis 12. The HP
compressor 26, the combustor 30, and the HP turbine 34
form an engine core 44, which generates combustion gases.
The engine core 44 is surrounded by core casing 46, which
can be coupled with the fan casing 40.

A HP shaft or spool 48 disposed coaxially about the
longitudinal axis 12 of the turbine engine 10 drivingly
connects the HP turbine 34 to the HP compressor 26. A LP
shaft or spool 50, which is disposed coaxially about the
longitudinal axis 12 of the turbine engine 10 within the
larger diameter annular HP spool 48, drivingly connects the
LP turbine 36 to the LP compressor 24 and fan 20. The
spools 48, 50 are rotatable about the engine centerline and
couple to a plurality of rotatable elements, which can
collectively define an inner rotor/stator 53. While illustrated
as a rotor, it is contemplated that the inner rotor/stator 53 can
be a stator.

The LP compressor 24 and the HP compressor 26 respec-
tively include a plurality of compressor stages 52, 54, in
which a set of compressor blades 56, 58 rotate relative to a
corresponding set of static compressor vanes 60, 62 (also
called a nozzle assembly) to compress or pressurize the
stream of fluid passing through the stage. In a single
compressor stage 52, 54, multiple compressor blades 56, 58
can be provided in a ring and can extend radially outwardly
relative to the longitudinal axis 12, from a blade platform to
a blade tip, while the corresponding static compressor vanes
60, 62 are positioned downstream of and adjacent to the
rotating compressor blades 56, 58. It is noted that the
number of blades, vanes, and compressor stages shown in
FIG. 1 were selected for illustrative purposes only, and that
other numbers are possible.
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The compressor blades 56, 58 for a stage of the compres-
sor can be mounted to a disk 61, which is mounted to the
corresponding one of the HP and L.P spools 48, 50, with each
stage having its own disk 61. The static vanes 60, 62 for a
stage of the compressor can be mounted to the core casing
46 in a circumferential arrangement.

The HP turbine 34 and the LP turbine 36 respectively
include a plurality of turbine stages 64, 66, in which a set of
turbine blades 68, 70 are rotated relative to a corresponding
set of static turbine vanes 72, 74 (also called a nozzle
assembly) to extract energy from the stream of fluid passing
through the stage. In a single turbine stage 64, 66, multiple
turbine blades 68, 70 can be provided in a ring and can
extend radially outwardly relative to the longitudinal axis
12, from a blade platform to a blade tip, while the corre-
sponding static turbine vanes 72, 74 are positioned upstream
of'and adjacent to the rotating blades 68, 70. It is noted that
the number of blades, vanes, and turbine stages shown in
FIG. 1 were selected for illustrative purposes only, and that
other numbers are possible.

The blades 68, 70 for a stage of the turbine can be
mounted to a disk 71, which is mounted to the corresponding
one of the HP and LP spools 48, 50, with each stage having
a dedicated disk 71. The static turbine vanes 72, 74 for a
stage of the compressor can be mounted to the core casing
46 in a circumferential arrangement.

Complementary to the rotor portion, the stationary por-
tions of the turbine engine 10, such as the static compressor
and turbine vanes 60, 62, 72, 74 among the compressor and
turbine section 22, 32 are also referred to individually or
collectively as an outer rotor/stator 63. As illustrated, the
outer rotor/stator 63 can refer to the combination of non-
rotating elements throughout the turbine engine 10. Alter-
natively, the outer rotor/stator 63 that circumscribes at least
a portion of the inner rotor/stator 53, can be designed to
rotate.

In operation, the airflow exiting the fan section 18 is split
such that a portion of the airflow is channeled into the LP
compressor 24, which then supplies pressurized airflow 76
to the HP compressor 26, which further pressurizes the air.
The pressurized airflow 76 from the HP compressor 26 is
mixed with fuel in the combustor 30 and ignited, thereby
generating combustion gases. Some work is extracted from
these gases by the HP turbine 34, which drives the HP
compressor 26. The combustion gases are discharged into
the LP turbine 36, which extracts additional work to drive
the LP compressor 24, and the exhaust gas is ultimately
discharged from the turbine engine 10 via the exhaust
section 38. The driving of the LP turbine 36 drives the LP
spool 50 to rotate the fan 20 and the LP compressor 24.

A portion of the pressurized airflow 76 can be drawn from
the compressor section 22 as bleed air 77. The bleed air 77
can be drawn from the pressurized airflow 76 and provided
to engine components requiring cooling. The temperature of
pressurized airflow 76 entering the combustor 30 is signifi-
cantly increased. As such, cooling provided by the bleed air
77 is necessary for operating of such engine components in
the heightened temperature environments.

A remaining portion of the airflow 78 bypasses the LP
compressor 24 and the engine core 44 and exits the turbine
engine 10 through a stationary vane row, and more particu-
larly an outlet guide vane assembly 80, comprising a plu-
rality of airfoil guide vanes 82, at the fan exhaust side 84.
More specifically, a circumferential row of radially extend-
ing airfoil guide vanes 82 are utilized adjacent the fan
section 18 to exert some directional control of the airflow 78.
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Some of the air supplied by the fan 20 can bypass the
engine core 44 and be used for cooling of portions, espe-
cially hot portions, of the turbine engine 10, or used to cool
or power other aspects of the aircraft. In the context of a
turbine engine, the hot portions of the engine are normally
downstream of the combustor 30, especially the turbine
section 32, with the HP turbine 34 being the hottest portion
as it is directly downstream of the combustion section 28.
Other sources of cooling fluid can be, but are not limited to,
fluid discharged from the LP compressor 24 or the HP
compressor 26.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an airfoil assembly 100 of
the turbine engine 10 of FIG. 1 that includes multiple,
spaced airfoils, specifically, a first airfoil 102 and a second
airfoil 103 extending from an endwall defined by a platform
or a surface 140. A variety of aerodynamic structures are
provided to retard crossflow between the first and second
airfoils 102, 103. The crossflow retarding aerodynamic
structures include: a projection 142 and a valley 146 in the
surface 140, and a splitter 120 located between the first and
second airfoils 102, 103 and extending upwardly from the
surface. The projection 142 and valley 146 help define a
contour to the surface 140 and can be referred to as endwall
contouring (EWC) of the airfoil assembly 100.

Each of the first and second airfoils 102, 103 has a leading
edge 104, a trailing edge 106, a tip 108, a root 110 and an
exterior wall 112. An axial direction extending generally
from the leading edge 104 to the trailing edge can be called
a chord-wise direction. Similar, a radial direction extending
generally from the root to the tip can be referred to as a
span-wise direction.

Each of the airfoils can be coupled to an inner band 96
which can be formed by a number of different components
of the engine. For example, regardless of whether the airfoil
is a stationary vane or a rotating blade, the inner band 96 can
be what is referred to as the inner band of either rotor 53 or
rotor/stator 63. Although not illustrated, an outer band can
be provided radially displaced from the inner band 96 such
that the inner band 96 is radially displaced inwardly from the
outer band. In such a case, the outer band can form or
otherwise be coupled to at least a portion of the rotor/stator
63, while the inner band 96 can be coupled to or otherwise
form at least a portion of the rotor/stator 53. Alternatively,
the inner band 96 can be defined as a first band and the outer
band can be defined as a second band radially displaced from
the first band. The first band can form or otherwise be
coupled to at least a portion of the either rotor 53 or the
rotor/stator 63, while the second band can form or otherwise
be coupled to at least a portion of the radially opposite rotor
53 or the rotor/stator 63 to where the first band is located. As
a non-limiting example, the first band could form or be
coupled to at least a portion of the rotor/stator 63, while the
second band could form or be coupled to at least a portion
of the rotor/stator 53. In either case, the space between the
inner band 96 and the outer band can define an annular
region where the airfoils 102, 103 are spaced within. The
inner band 96 can be defined by an upstream edge and a
downstream edge with respect to the engine centerline 12.
The surface 140 can extend between the upstream edge and
the downstream edge.

The inner band 96 and the outer band can be formed by
multiple circumferential segments, with each segment hav-
ing a single airfoil and mounted to a disk by a dovetail. The
inner band 96 or the outer band can be a continuous,
unbroken surface. Alternatively, there can be holes, chan-
nels, ducts, cracks, troughs, or any other known feature
placed throughout the inner band 96 or outer band. These
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various exemplarity features of the platform can be used for
various reasons to improve overall engine efficiency. These
features can be used as dust escape, cooling holes, or
aerodynamic efficiency boosters.

The splitter 120 can be positioned between the first and
second airfoils 102, 103 of the airfoil assembly 100 such that
one side 121 of the splitter 120 can face a pressure side 114
of'the first airfoil 102, while the other side 123 of the splitter
120 can face a suction side 116 of the second airfoil 103. The
location of the splitter 120 can be shifted more toward one
airfoil than another and moved in the chord-wise direction to
obtain the desired aerodynamic effect in helping to retard
cross flow. The splitter 120 can extend from the surface 140
as illustrated to a radially outer portion of the splitter to
define a through-channel 176 between the one side 121 of
the splitter and the exterior wall 112 of the corresponding
first or second airfoil 102, 203.

A set of fences 130 can be formed as part of the exterior
walls 112 of the first or second airfoils 102, 103. The set of
fences 130 can be one or multiple undulations along the
exterior wall 112 and positioned near the root 110 of the
corresponding airfoil (e.g., the first airfoil 102 or the second
airfoil 103). The set of fences 130 can be formed to extend
around an entirety of the exterior wall 112 on the pressure
side 114 of the airfoils 102, 103, as illustrated. Alternatively,
the set of fences 130 can start and terminate at various
locations along any portion of the exterior wall 112 as
discussed herein. The set of fences 130 can be positioned
near the root 110 of the first or second airfoils 102, 103. The
set of fences 130 can be further defined to be formed
integrally with the exterior wall 112. As such, the set of
fences 130 can form a bump from the exterior wall 112. At
the points where the set of fences 130 start or terminate, the
set of fences 130 can taper toward or from the exterior wall
112 such that that the termination or starting points of the set
of fences 130 are integral with the exterior wall 112.

The surface 140 can be formed as part of the inner band
96. The EWC can include various features such as, for
example, the projection 142, and the valley 146. The pro-
jection 142 can be formed on the pressure side 114 of the
airfoil, while the valley 146 can be formed on the suction
side 116 of the first or second airfoils 102, 103 between the
exterior wall 112 and the splitter 120.

FIG. 3 is a side view of the pressure side 114 of the first
airfoil 102 of the airfoil assembly 100 of FIG. 2, illustrating
the shape and location of the projection 142, its impact on
the contour of the surface 140 of the inner band 96, and the
relationship of the set of fences 130 with the projection 142.
Although illustrated as the first airfoil 102, it will be
appreciated that what is described herein can be attributed to
the second airfoil 103 or any other airfoil in the airfoil
assembly 100.

The projection 142 of the surface 140 can project from a
surface baseline 98 defined to be a constant radial distance
from the longitudinal axis 12 of the turbine engine 10. The
surface baseline 98 can be further defined as a projection of
the surface 140 that does not follow the contour formed
through the EWC.

A portion of the surface 140 can diverge from the surface
baseline 98 near the leading edge 104 of the first airfoil 102
toward the tip 108 to an apex 144, and then converge back
to the surface baseline 98 to define the projection 142. The
apex 144 of the projection 142 can extend from the surface
baseline 98 at a height 150. The height 150 can be between
0.5% and 2.5% of a span of the first airfoil 102. As used
herein, the span can be defined as the distance from the root
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110 to the tip 108 of the first airfoil 102, with 100% of the
span being the tip 108 and 0% being the root 110.

It is contemplated that the set of fences 130 can include
a lower fence 134 and an upper fence 132 which can follow
the contour of the surface 140 such that the radial height
from the surface 140 and the upper and lower fences 132,
134, respectively, remains constant at all locations long the
exterior wall 112 where the upper and lower fences 132,134
are present. As such, each fence 130 can be located a
predetermined height above a local contour of the surface
140. As used herein, the local contour can be defined as the
radial height of the surface 140 at a specific axial position
along the first airfoil 102. Although illustrated as the upper
and lower fences 132, 134, it will be appreciated that the set
of fences 130 can include any number of one or more fences.
Each fence 130 can be radially positioned from the surface
baseline 98 at differing radial heights. The predetermined
height of each fence 130 can be a constant height measured
from the surface 140. Alternatively, the predetermined
height of each fence 130 can increase or decrease linearly or
non-linearly from the leading edge 104 to the trailing edge
106 of the first airfoil 102.

Specifically, the predetermined height of the set of fences
130 can be between 0% and 20% of the span of the first
airfoil 102 as measured from the root 110. The set of fences
130 can include multiple fences, each being spaced from an
adjacent fence in the span-wise direction. For example, the
upper fence 132 and the lower fence 134 can each be further
defined as adjacent fences of the set of fences 130 spaced
apart from one another in the span-wise direction.

The set of fences 130 can include a thickness 151. The
thickness 151 of the set of fences 130 can be defined as the
radial distance the set of fences 130 extend along the
span-wise direction of the corresponding airfoil. Specifi-
cally, the thickness 151 can be between 2% and 10% of the
axial chord 154. The axial chord 154 can be defined as can
be defined as the normal distance between the leading edge
104 and the trailing edge 106 of the corresponding airfoil
(e.g., the first airfoil 102) in the axial direction.

The set of fences 130 can extend around at least a portion
of the exterior wall 112 on the pressure side 114 of the first
airfoil 102. As illustrated, the set of fences 130 can terminate
along a portion of the exterior wall 112. Specifically, the set
of fences 130 can terminate between 60% to 90% of the
axial chord 154 on the pressure side 114 of the first airfoil
102. It will be further appreciated that at least a portion of
the set of fences 130 can extend beyond the leading edge 104
of the first airfoil 102. Alternatively, the set of fences 130
can start begin at a portion of the first airfoil 102 located
downstream the leading edge. As such, the set of fences 130
can include an upstream portion or otherwise be defined to
start between —20% and 30% of the axial chord 154. As used
herein, 0% of the axial chord 154 can be the leading edge
104 of the first airfoil 102 and 100% of the normalized axial
chord 154 can be the trailing edge 106.

The set of fences 130 can be further defined to form a
portion of the exterior wall 112. It is further contemplated
that the set of fences 130 can smoothly taper into or out of
the exterior wall 112 at the start or termination, respectively,
of'the set of fences 130. As such, each fence 130 can project
outward from the exterior wall 112 of the first airfoil 102 a
distance at the leading edge 104. The distance the set of
fences 130 projects can reduce from the leading edge 104
toward the trailing edge 106. The distance the set of fences
130 project can vary linearly or non-linearly from the
leading edge 104 to the trailing edge 106. It will be appre-
ciated that the distance the set of fences 130 extend form the
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8

exterior wall 112 can further be defined as a width of the set
of fences 130. The width of the set of fences 130 can be
non-constant about the exterior wall 112.

FIG. 4 is a side view of the suction side 116 of one of first
airfoil 102 of the airfoil assembly 100 of FIG. 2, illustrating
a portion of the set of fences 130, and the contour of the
valley 146 on the suction side 116 of the first airfoil 102.
Although illustrated as the first airfoil 102, it will be
appreciated that what is described herein can be attributed to
the second airfoil 103 or any other airfoil in the airfoil
assembly 100.

The valley 146 can be defined as a portion of the surface
140 of the inner band 96 which diverges from the surface
baseline 98 away from the tip 108 of the first airfoil 102 to
a minimum 148. The minimum can extend into the surface
140 a depth 152 to define a maximum depth of the valley
146. The depth 152 can be between 0.15% and 1.5% of the
span of the first airfoil 102. It is further contemplated that the
valley 146 can be defined by a ratio of 3 between the
maximum height of the projection 142 and the minimum or
maximum depth of the valley 146.

As illustrated, the valley 146 can extend along at least a
rear portion of the first airfoil 102 along the suction side 116.
It will be appreciated that the valley 146, however, can
extend along any portion of the first airfoil 102 along the
suction side 116. For example, the valley 146 can extend
from the leading edge 104 to the trailing edge 106 of the first
airfoil 102. Alternatively, the valley 146 can extend beyond
one or more of the leading edge 104 or the trailing edge 106.
The valley 146 can further be defined by an upstream edge
and a downstream edge, with the upstream edge located at
or in front of (e.g., upstream stream of) the leading edge 104
of the corresponding airfoil 102, 103.

The valley 146 can further include a width. The width of
the valley 146 can be defined as the total distance the valley
extends along in the circumferential direction from the
suction side 116 of the first airfoil 102. For example, the
width of the valley 146 can have a circumferential width
maximum width of 20% of the pitch from the first airfoil 102
to the second airfoil 103 (e.g., the valley 146 can extend
along the surface 140 in the circumferential direction a
maximum of 20% of the circumferential space between the
first airfoil 102 and the second airfoil 103). As used herein,
the pitch can be defined as the circumferential distance
between the leading edges 104 of the first and second airfoils
102, 103. The pitch can be measured from the pressure side
114 of the first airfoil 102 to the suction side 116 of the
second airfoil 103.

As illustrated, the set of fences 130, specifically the upper
fence 132 and the lower fence 134, can terminate axially
prior to the valley 146. As such, the set of fences 130 extend
horizontally across the first airfoil 102 and do have a
variance in the radial height from the surface 140 along the
suction side 116. It is contemplated, however, that the at
least a portion of the set of fences 130 can extend axially
over a portion of the valley 146. As such, a portion of the set
of fences 130 can follow the contour of the valley 146 and
maintain a constant radial height from the surface 140. It is
contemplated, that a portion of the set of fences 130 can
extend radially inward from the surface baseline 98.

FIG. 5 illustrates the splitter 120 of the airfoil assembly
100 of FIG. 2 without the EWC of the surface 140, or the
fence 130. The splitter 120 can include a leading edge 122,
a trailing edge 124, and an inclined edge 126. The inclined
edge 126 can be defined as the edge of the splitter radially
farthest from the surface 140. Although illustrated as the first
airfoil 102, it will be appreciated that what is described
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herein can be attributed to the second airfoil 103 or any other
airfoil in the airfoil assembly 100.

The splitter 120 can be defined by a maximum radial
height of the trailing edge 124. The maximum radial height
of' the trailing edge 124 of the splitter 120 can be 15% of the
span of the first airfoil 102. The splitter 120 can be further
defined by the inclined edge 126. The inclined edge 126 can
be defined as a sloped edge which increases in height from
the leading edge 122 to the trailing edge 124 of the splitter
120. The inclined edge 122 can extend linearly from the
leading edge 122 to the trailing edge 124. Alternatively, the
inclined edge 122 can extend non-linearly from the leading
edge 122 to the trailing edge 124.

The leading edge 122 of the splitter 120 can be positioned
a distance 168 from the leading edge 104 of the first airfoil
102. The distance 168 can defined to be along the axial chord
154 described herein. The distance 168 can be between
-0.1% and 0.2% of the axial chord 154.

FIG. 6 is a radial view of the airfoil assembly 100 of FIG.
2 illustrating the axial, and circumferential placements of the
splitter 120 and the EWC of the surface 140. As illustrated
herein, the first and second airfoil 102, 103 are shown by a
first and second mean camber lines 172, 174 respectively. It
will be appreciated that the first and second mean camber
lines 172, 174, and hence the first and second airfoils 102,
103, can take any form to include the leading edge 104, and
a trailing edge 106.

As FIG. 6 illustrates the location of the projection 142,
splitter 120, and the valley 146 relative to the first and
second airfoils 102, 103, it will be helpful to define certain
dimensional references. One of these references is the pitch
160, which is the circumferential distance between adjacent
airfoils (e.g., the first and second airfoils 102, 103). Another
dimensional reference is the axial chord 154, which is the
projection of the airfoil chord onto the rotational axis of the
engine. The airfoil chord is a line extending between the
leading edge and the trailing edge. With these references,
dimensions and/or locations for the projection 142, valley
146, and splitter 120 will be discussed herein.

The apex 144 of the projection 142 can be a distance 156
between —10% and 10% of the axial chord 154 from the
leading edge 104 and the trailing edge 106 of the second
airfoil 103. The apex 144 of the projection 142 can be a
distance 162 of between 0% and 10% of the pitch 160 where
0% is the leading edge 104 of the second airfoil 103.

The minimum 148 of the valley 146 can be a distance 158
between 40% and 70% of the axial chord 154 from the
leading edge 104 and the trailing edge of the second airfoil
103. The minimum 148 of the valley 146 can be a distance
164 between 0% and 20% of the distance from the leading
edge 104 of the second airfoil 103 and the leading edge 122
of the splitter 120, where 0% is the leading edge 104 of the
second airfoil 103.

The leading edge 122 of the splitter 120 can be a distance
166 between 30% and 70% of the pitch 160 from the leading
edge 104 of the second airfoil 103. The splitter 120 can
include an axial chord from the leading edge 122 to the
trailing edge 124. The axial chord of the splitter 120 can be
projected as a normalized axial chord 170 which can be
defined as the normal distance between the leading edge 122
and the trailing edge 124 of the splitter 120 in the axial
direction. The normalized axial chord 170 can have a length
between 30% and 70% of the normalized axial chord 154
first or second airfoils 102, 103.

FIGS. 7A-7C illustrate the impact of the crossflow retard-
ing aerodynamic structures on a cross flow. As used herein,
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the cross flow can be defined a transfer or crossing over of
a fluid flow from one airfoil to another adjacent airfoil or
structure.

As a first non-limiting example, FIG. 7A illustrates a
top-down view of the airfoil assembly 100 including the first
airfoil 102 defined by the first mean camber line 172 and the
second airfoil 103 defined by the second mean camber line
174 of FIG. 2 without the crossflow retarding acrodynamic
structures and illustrating a fluid flow 710 as it flows around
the airfoil assembly 100.

As shown, the fluid flow 710 can impinge the leading
edge 104 of the first and second airfoils 102, 103. The fluid
flow 710 is drawn from the pressure side 114 of the second
airfoil 103, toward the suction side 116 of the first airfoil 102
due to a pressure differential created between a high-pres-
sure region 704 on the pressure side and a low-pressure
region 702 on the suction side 116. Such a pressure differ-
ential results in a pressure gradient that encourages fluid
flow crossing over from the high-pressure to the low-
pressure.

The cross flow of the fluid flow 710 from the pressure side
114 of the second mean camber line 174 to the suction side
116 of the first airfoil 102, induces the low-pressure region
to extend into the pressure side 114 of the second airfoil 103,
which increases a boundary layer growth between the exte-
rior wall 112 and the pressure side 114, which in turn
decreases the overall efficiency of the airfoil assembly 100.

As a second non-limiting example, FIG. 7B illustrates a
top-down view of the airfoil assembly 100 similar to FIG.
7A, except that the splitter 120 and the set of fences 130 are
included. Illustrated are the resulting high- and low-pressure
regions 704, 702, and the corresponding fluid flow 710
created around the airfoil assembly 100.

The addition of the splitter 120 and the set of fences 130
retards the fluid flow 710 from transferring over to the
suction side 116 of the first airfoil 102. This, in turn, restricts
a first low-pressure region 706 from transferring from the
pressure side 114 of the second airfoil 103 to join with the
low-pressure region 702 of the suction side 116 of the first
airfoil 102. As a result, the high-pressure region 704 is
increased and the low-pressure region is decreased in com-
parison with that of FIG. 7A. The high-pressure region 704
is further constrained between the pressure side 114 of the
second airfoil and the splitter 120. This, in turn, retards the
boundary layer growth between the exterior wall 112 and the
pressure side 114, which in turn increases the overall effi-
ciency of the airfoil assembly 100 when compared to that of
FIG. 7A.

As a third non-limiting example, FIG. 7¢ illustrates a top
down view of the airfoil assembly 100 of similar to FIG. 7A,
except that, the splitter 120, the set of fences 130, and the
EWC of the surface 140 are added. Illustrated are the
resulting high- and low-pressure regions 704, 702, and the
corresponding fluid flow 710 created around the airfoil
assembly 100.

The addition of the EWC on top of the splitter 120, and
the set of fences 130 retards the fluid flow 710 from
transferring over to the suction side 116 of the first airfoil
102. This, in turn, reduces the pressure gradient by restrict-
ing the first low-pressure region 706 from transferring to
join with the low-pressure region 702 of the suction side 116
of the first airfoil 102. The first low-pressure region 706 is
significantly smaller than the first low-pressure region of
FIG. 7B. As a result, the size of the high-pressure region 704
is further increased while still being constrained to between
the pressure side 114 of the second airfoil and the splitter
120. This, in turn, further retards the boundary layer growth
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between the exterior wall 112 and the pressure side 114,
which in turn increases the overall efficiency of the airfoil
assembly 100 when compared to the airfoil assembly 100 of
FIGS. 7A-7B.

FIG. 8A illustrates a topographical map of the first airfoil
102 of the airfoil assembly 100 of FIG. 2 without the splitter
120, or the set of fences 130. For this example, the first
airfoil 102, defined by the first mean camber line 172 is
shown, however, it will be appreciated that this can be
applied to the second airfoil 103 or any other airfoil. FIG. 8A
further illustrates the EWC of the surface 140 that would be
needed to replicate the improvements described in FIG. 7C
without the use of the splitter 120, or the set of fences 130.

The first airfoil 102 can be entirely surrounded by a
baseline region 802 that can be defined to be the same height
as the surface baseline 98 described herein. The surface 140
can then steadily increase in rising regions 804, 806, 808
until it reaches a projection region 844. The projection
region 844 can be defined as a region in which the apex 144
is present. Conversely on the suction side 116 of the first
airfoil 102 the surface 140 can steadily decrease in reduction
regions 810, 812 until it reaches a minimum region 848. The
minimum region 848 can be defined as a region in which the
minimum 148 is present.

FIG. 8B illustrates a topographical map of the first airfoil
102 of the airfoil assembly 100 of FIG. 2 including the
splitter 120, and the set of fences 130. For this example, the
first airfoil 102, defined by the first mean camber line 172 is
shown, however, it will be appreciated that this can be
applied to the second airfoil 103 or any other airfoil.

With the implementation of the splitter 120, and the set of
fences 130, the total depth or height needed to reach the
minimum region 848 or the projection region 844, respec-
tively, can be greatly reduced. As illustrated, one rising
region 804 can be used to reach the projection region 844,
while there can be no reduction regions to reach the mini-
mum region 848. With the implementation of the splitter 120
and the fence 130, the amplitude of the minimum 148, or the
apex 144 can be reduced by up to 75% when compared to
that of FIG. 8A.

The EWC of the surface 140 can be allow for an improved
efficiency of the turbine engine 10. The apex 144 being
closer to the leading edge 104 of the first airfoil 102, and the
reduction of the overall height of the apex 144 can be less
disruptive to the fluid flow 710 around the first airfoil 102.
This, in turn can increase the overall efficiency of subse-
quent stages downstream the airfoil assembly 100 and
therefore increase the overall efficiency of the turbine engine
10. Similarly, the reduction in the depth of the minimum
148, and hence a shallower valley 146 can further limit the
disruption of the fluid flow 710 and ultimately increase the
efficiency of the turbine engine 10.

The airfoil assembly 100 including the splitter 120, the set
of fences 130, and EWC of the surface 140 can further be a
significant improvement upon the airfoil assembly 100 with-
out the crosstlow retarding aerodynamic structures as
described herein, by greatly reducing an exit swirl variation,
and secondary losses and therefore, increasing the overall
efficiency of the turbine engine 10. The exit swirl variation
can be defined as the difference in the angle of the fluid flow
exiting the first or second airfoil 102, 103 at the trailing edge
106 along the entire span of the first or second airfoil 102,
103 with a reference value at of the angle of the fluid flow
exiting at 50% along the span of the first or second airfoil
102, 103. With implementation of the crossflow retarding
aerodynamic structures, the exit swirl variation can be
decreased by 19% to 26%.
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It will be appreciated that ranges used herein can include
the values between the minimum and maximum along with
the minimum and maximum themselves. For example, a
range of 60% to 100% can include 60% and 100% and all
of the numbers between.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an exemplary airfoil
assembly 200 of the turbine engine 10 of FIG. 1. The
exemplary airfoil assembly 200 is similar to the airfoil
assembly 100; therefore, like parts will be identified with
like numerals in the 200 series, with it being understood that
the description of the like parts of the airfoil assembly 100
applies to the airfoil assembly 200 unless otherwise noted.

The airfoil assembly 200 can include a set of spaced
airfoils, specifically a first airfoil 202 and a second airfoil
203. The first airfoil 202 and the second airfoil 203 can each
include a leading edge 204, a trailing edge 206, a tip 208, a
root 210 and be bound by an exterior wall 212.

A variety of aerodynamic structures such as a set of fences
230 including, at least, an upper fence 232 and a lower fence
234, and a splitter 220 can be provided both on the exterior
wall 212 and the surface 240 or platform to retard crossflow
between the first airfoil 202 and the second airfoil 203.

As illustrated, the lower fence 234 can follow the contour
of a surface 240 or platform of an inner band 196 such that
the radial height (H) between the surface 240 and the lower
fence 234 remains constant at all locations long the exterior
wall 212 where the lower fence 234 is present. The upper
fence 232, or any other subsequent fence, can follow the
contour of the lower fence 234. Further, the set of fences 230
can project outward from the exterior wall 212 of the
corresponding first or second airfoil 202, 203 a width (W) at
the leading edge 204. The width (W) the set of fences 230
projects can reduce from the leading edge 204 toward the
trailing edge 206.

The splitter 220 can be positioned between the spaced first
airfoil 202 and the second airfoil 203 such that one side 221
of the splitter 220 faces the pressure side 214 of one of the
first or second airfoils 202, 203, while the other side 223 of
the splitter 220 faces the suction side 216 of the other one of
the first and second airfoils 202, 203. The splitter 220 can
curve toward the suction side 216 of the other one of the
airfoils 202, 203 to define a concave shape such that the one
side 223 facing the pressure side 214 defines a convex shape.
The location of the splitter 220 can be shifted more toward
one airfoil than another and moved in the chord-wise
direction to obtain the desired acrodynamic effect in helping
to retard cross flow. The splitter 220 can extend from the
surface 240 or from an aperture 225 formed within the
surface 240 as illustrated to a top or an edge 226 spaced from
the exterior wall 212 to define a through-channel 276. The
aperture 225 can be fluidly coupled to a cooling source and
the concave shape of the side 221 can provide a channel
along which a cooling fluid can flow.

Turning to FIG. 10, additional aerodynamic structures
278, 280 are illustrated. The aerodynamic structure 278
extending from the splitter 220 toward the pressure side 214
is referred to herein as a bridge 278. The bridge 278 can
extend from any portion of the splitter 220, by way of
non-limiting example the edge 226 specifically a top of the
splitter 220. The bridge 278 can connect the splitter 220 to
the first airfoil 202, by way of non-limiting example to one
fence of the set of fences 230. Although illustrated as the first
airfoil 202, it will be appreciated that what is described
herein can be attributed to the second airfoil 203 or any other
airfoil in the airfoil assembly 200. The bridge 278 can be
formed in any shape and provide a closure for the through-



US 11,959,393 B2

13
channel 276 of FIG. 9 to define a tunnel 282 extending
between an inlet 284 and an outlet 286.

Yet another aerodynamic structure 280 referred to herein
as a trench 280 is defined by a cavity 288 formed within the
surface 240. As illustrated the cavity 288 can terminate at an
end wall 290 of the surface 240 to define a trench inlet 292.
The trench 280 can extend from the trench inlet 292 toward
a trench outlet 294 proximate the pressure side 214 and
located at or within the tunnel 282. The cavity 288 can define
a decreasing depth (D) from the trench inlet 292 to the trench
outlet 294 such that the trench 280 is flush with the surface
240 at or within the tunnel 282 at the trench outlet 294.

FIG. 11 illustrates a side view along line XI in FIG. 10
looking at the splitter 220. The splitter 220 can extend
between a leading edge 222 or a fore edge and a trailing edge
224 or an aft edge with the top edge 226 defining an inclined
edge 226 connecting the leading edge 222 to the trialing
edge 224. The inclined edge 226 can increase or decrease as
illustrated along a length (L) of the splitter 220. The inlet
284 can define a larger cross-sectional area than the outlet
286 such that a guided flow 296 accelerates when flowing
from the inlet 284 to the outlet 286. The trench outlet 294
can be located just within the inlet 284 of the tunnel 282 as
illustrated in dashed line. It is further contemplated that the
trench outlet 294 is located at the inlet 284 of the tunnel 282
or prior to and/or outside of the tunnel 282. A dashed arrow
298 indicates a location range for the trench 280. As is
indicated, the trench 280 can be located closer to the first
airfoil 202 or further from the first airfoil 202 depending on
a desired trench inlet 292 and trench outlet 294 location. In
some cases the trench 280 can be located outside the tunnel
282 such that the trench outlet 294 exhausts the guided flow
along the surface 240.

FIG. 12 illustrates a method of containing and guiding a
flow through the trench 280 and tunnel 282 described herein.
A fluid flow defined as a main fluid flow 310 can impinge the
leading edge 204 of the airfoils 202, 203. The main fluid
flow 310 can then be drawn from the pressure side 214 of the
airfoil illustrated, toward (illustrated by dashed line 312) the
suction side 216 of the other airfoil due to the pressure
differential created between a high-pressure region 304 on
the pressure side 214 and a low-pressure region 306 on the
suction side 216 of the other airfoil (illustrated by the first
airfoil 202 and the second airfoil 203 in FIG. 9). Such a
pressure differential results a pressure gradient that encour-
ages fluid flow crossing over from the high-pressure to the
low-pressure. This crossing over flow is referred to as a cross
flow 312. It should be understood that the high-pressure
region 304 and low-pressure region 306 are in relation to
each other, i.e. the high-pressure region 304 has a higher
pressure than the low-pressure region 306.

As is illustrated, the set of fences 230 and the splitter 220
together can retard the main fluid flow 310 from flowing
along the cross flow 312. As a result, the flow moving from
high-pressure region 304 towards the low-pressure region
306 is reduced.

The additional aerodynamic structures 278, 280 only
serve to enhance these benefits. The tunnel 282 formed by
the bridge 278 serves to decrease mixing losses caused by
any secondary flow 308, by way of non-limiting example
flow coming from a seal, shaft, or disk below. The trench
280 serves to guide the secondary flow 308 to define the
guided flow 312 which when passed through the tunnel 282
can become an accelerated flow 314.

The combination of the aerodynamic structures, the set of
fences 230, the splitter 220, the bridge 278 and the trench
280 together contain and guide the secondary flow 308. The
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splitter 220 and bridge 278 together form the tunnel 282
which contains the secondary flow 308 and helps to reduce
impact caused by any interaction of the main fluid flow 310
with the end wall 290 and injection of the secondary flow
308 from inter-stage seals or rotor tip clearance cavities. The
trench 280 provides a guided path for the secondary flow
308 to enable orientation and driving of the secondary flow
308 in the most appropriate direction for minimization of
impact on the main fluid flow 310. While each aerodynamic
structure provides benefits as described herein, a combina-
tion of all of the aerodynamic structures provides the highest
levels of improvement and benefits for containing and
guiding flows within the engine

To the extent not already described, the different features
and structures of the various aspects can be used in combi-
nation, or in substitution with each other as desired. That one
feature is not illustrated in all of the examples is not meant
to be construed that it cannot be so illustrated, but is done for
brevity of description. Thus, the various features of the
different aspects can be mixed and matched as desired to
form new aspects, whether or not the new aspects are
expressly described. All combinations or permutations of
features described herein are covered by this disclosure.

This written description uses examples to describe aspects
of the disclosure described herein, including the best mode,
and also to enable any person skilled in the art to practice
aspects of the disclosure, including making and using any
devices or systems and performing any incorporated meth-
ods. The patentable scope of aspects of the disclosure is
defined by the claims, and can include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not differ from the literal lan-
guage of the claims, or if they include equivalent structural
elements with insubstantial differences from the literal lan-
guages of the claims.

Further aspects of the invention are provided by the
subject matter of the following clauses:

An airfoil assembly for a turbine engine comprising an
outer band, an inner band radially spaced inwardly from the
outer band to define an annular region therebetween, and
having an upstream edge and a downstream edge, with a
surface extending therebetween, and multiple airfoils cir-
cumferentially spaced in the annular region wherein each
corresponding airfoil of the multiple airfoils includes an
outer wall defining a pressure side and a suction side
extending between a leading edge and a trailing edge to
define a chord-wise direction and extending between a root
and a tip to define a span-wise direction, with the root
abutting the surface, and a projection extending upwardly
from the surface on the pressure side and a valley extending
into the surface on the suction side to define a contour to the
surface, and the projection having an apex located from the
leading edge between —10% and 10% of a normalized axial
chord line for the corresponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
projection has a height between 0.5% and 2.5% of a span
from the root to the tip of the corresponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
valley has a maximum depth between 0.15% and 1.5% of the
span of the corresponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly any preceding clause wherein the
maximum depth of the valley is located along the suction
side less than 70% of axial chord along a mean camber line
of the corresponding airfoil.
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The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
valley has an upstream edge located at or in front of the
leading edge of the corresponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
valley has a maximum circumferential width maximum of
20% of a pitch length from the suction side of the corre-
sponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
valley has a maximum depth of 1.5% of the span of the
corresponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause, further
comprising a splitter extending upwardly from the surface
and located between the pressure side and suction side of a
pair of adjacent airfoils of the multiple airfoils.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
valley is located between the splitter and the suction side of
the corresponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
valley is located closer to the splitter than the suction side of
the corresponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause, further
comprising at least one fence extending laterally from the
pressure side of the corresponding airfoil.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
at least one fence comprises a set of fences having at least
an upper fence and a lower fence, the upper fence being
radially spaced from the lower fence.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
fence follows a local contour of the surface.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
at least one fence is located a predetermined height above
the local contour.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
predetermined height is a fixed height.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
predetermined height linearly increases in a direction from
the leading edge to the trailing edge.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
at least one fence wraps around the leading edge.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein a
distance the at least one fence projects from the pressure side
reduces from the leading edge to the trailing edge.

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause, further
comprising a splitter extending upwardly from the surface
and located between the pressure side and suction side of the
corresponding airfoil, with a maximum depth of the valley
located closer to the suction side of the corresponding airfoil
than the splitter

The airfoil assembly of any preceding clause wherein the
projection has a maximum height between 0.5% and 2.5% of
a span from the root to the tip the corresponding airfoil, the
valley extends along the suction side from the leading edge
to the trailing edge and has a maximum depth of 1.5% of the
span, and a maximum width of 20% of a pitch length from
the suction side, a ratio of the height to the maximum depth
is 3, and the fence wraps around the leading edge, terminates
before the trailing edge, and projects a distance from the
pressure side, with the distance diminishing from the leading
edge toward the trailing edge.

What is claimed is:

1. An airfoil assembly for a turbine engine, the airfoil
assembly rotatable about a rotational axis and comprising:

an outer band;

an inner band radially spaced inwardly from the outer

band to define an annular region therebetween, the
inner band having an upstream edge, a downstream
edge and a surface extending therebetween, with at
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least a portion of the surface extending circumferen-
tially along a surface baseline defined by a constant
radial distance from the rotational axis;

a pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils, with each
airfoil of the pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils
having an outer wall extending between a leading edge
and a trailing edge and between a root and a tip in a
span-wise direction a total length between the root and
the tip, the outer wall defining a pressure side and a
suction side and the root provided along the surface at
the surface baseline;

a projection extending radially outward from a portion of
the surface at the surface baseline and being provided
on the pressure side of the outer wall of a corresponding
airfoil of the pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils;
and

a valley separate and spaced from the projection, the
valley provided along the surface and extending radi-
ally inward from the surface baseline to a maximum
depth;

wherein the surface extends along a total surface area,
with the surface being at the surface baseline a greater
amount of the total surface area than the valley and the
projection.

2. The airfoil assembly of claim 1, wherein the projection
has a height between 0.5% and 2.5% of a span from the root
to the tip of the corresponding airfoil.

3. The airfoil assembly of claim 1, wherein the valley has
an upstream edge located at or in front of the leading edge
of the airfoil.

4. The airfoil assembly of claim 3, wherein the valley has
a maximum circumferential width of 20% of a pitch length
from the suction side of the airfoil.

5. The airfoil assembly of claim 1, further comprising at
least one fence extending laterally from the pressure side of
the corresponding airfoil.

6. The airfoil assembly of claim 5 wherein the at least one
fence comprises a set of fences having at least an upper
fence and a lower fence, the upper fence being radially
spaced from the lower fence.

7. The airfoil assembly of claim 5 wherein the at least one
fence follows a local contour of the surface.

8. The airfoil assembly of claim 7 wherein the at least one
fence is located a predetermined height above the local
contour.

9. The airfoil assembly of claim 8 wherein the predeter-
mined height is a fixed height.

10. The airfoil assembly of claim 8, wherein the prede-
termined height linearly increases in a direction from the
leading edge to the trailing edge.

11. The airfoil assembly of claim 7, further comprising a
splitter extending upwardly from the surface and located
circumferentially between the pair of circumferentially adja-
cent airfoils, with a maximum depth of the valley located
closer to the suction side of the airfoil than the splitter.

12. The airfoil assembly of claim 5 wherein the at least
one fence wraps around the leading edge.

13. The airfoil assembly of claim 5 wherein a distance the
at least one fence projects from the pressure side reduces
from the leading edge to the trailing edge.

14. An airfoil assembly for a turbine engine, the airfoil
assembly rotatable about a rotational axis and comprising:

a platform having an upstream edge and a downstream
edge, with a platform surface extending therebetween,
with at least a portion of the platform surface extending
along a platform surface baseline defined by a constant
radial height from the rotational axis;
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a pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils, with each
airfoil of the pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils
having an outer wall extending between a leading edge
and a trailing edge and between a root and a tip in a
span-wise direction a total length between the root and
the tip, the outer wall defining a pressure side and a
suction side and the root provided along the platform
surface at the platform surface baseline;

a projection provided along a portion of the platform
surface and against the outer wall of a corresponding
airfoil of the pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils,
the projection extending radially outward from the
platform surface baseline;

a splitter provided along a portion of the platform cir-
cumferentially between the pair of circumferentially
adjacent airfoils, the splitter extending radially outward
from the platform surface baseline; and

a valley provided along the platform surface and extend-
ing radially inward from the platform surface baseline
to a maximum depth, the valley being located entirely
between the splitter and the suction side of the corre-
sponding airfoil.

15. The airfoil assembly of claim 14, wherein the valley
is located closer to the splitter than the suction side of the
corresponding airfoil that the projection is provided along.

16. The airfoil assembly of claim 14, further comprising
a fence provided along the outer wall of the corresponding
airfoil, with the fence wrapping around the leading edge of
the corresponding airfoil.

17. An airfoil assembly for a turbine engine, the airfoil
assembly being rotatable about a rotational axis, the airfoil
assembly comprising:
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a platform having a surface terminating at an end wall
provided along an axially forward portion of the sur-
face;

a pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils spaced a
circumferential distance from one another, with each
airfoil of the pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils
having an outer wall extending between a leading edge
and a trailing edge to define a chord-wise direction and
between a root and a tip in a span-wise direction, the
outer wall defining a pressure side and a suction side;

a splitter circumferentially spaced from the airfoil to
define a channel therebetween, with respect to the
rotational axis; and

a trench at least partially formed within the channel and
including a trench inlet provided along the end wall, the
trench inlet extending circumferentially a distance that
is less than the circumferential distance between the
pair of circumferentially adjacent airfoils.

18. The airfoil assembly of claim 17, further comprising

a bridge extending from the splitter and to the outer wall of
the airfoil.

19. The airfoil assembly of claim 18, wherein the splitter
extends between a splitter root at the surface and a splitter
tip, with the bridge extending from the splitter tip.

20. The airfoil assembly of claim 17, wherein:

at least a portion of the surface extending circumferen-
tially along a surface baseline defined by a constant
radial distance from the rotational axis; and

the trench extends between the trench inlet and a trench
outlet, the trench including a ramped surface defining
decreasing depth, with respect to the surface baseline,
extending from the trench inlet and towards the trench
outlet.



