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To all whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, Jose PH HOMER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Provi 
dence, in the county of Providence and State 
of Rhode Island, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Attachments for 
Shoe-Laces; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to letters of ref 
erence marked thereon, which form a part of 
this specification. - 
My invention relates to an improved at 

tachment for shoe-laces, and it consists es Sentially of an elastic loop portion provided 
at One end with a hook by means of which it 
may be removably secured to a shoe-lace, and 
a button mounted in the eye of the loop, all 
as will be more fully hereinafter set forth and 
claimed. 
The object I have in view is to provide 

shoe-laces with an elastic loop which can be 
readily attached to or disconnected there 
from; the loop itself being adapted to be 
quickly passed over one of the upper lacing 
hooks or studs of the shoe or boot. 
By means of my improvement much less 

time is required in the operation of lacing 
and unlacing as compared with the usual 
method, since it can be effected without the 
use of knots; moreover, a single lace or string 
of usual length will be found when divided 
and provided with my improvement to be 
amply long enough for lacing a pair of shoes. 
In the accompanying sheet of drawings, 

Figure 1 represents an ordinary shoe-lace 
provided with my improvement, ready to be 
attached to the shoe. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
view of the device, in enlarged scale, ready 
for attachment and use, and Fig. 3 is a per 
spective view of a boot or shoe laced with an 
ordinary lacing or shoe-string provided with 
my improvement. 
In the drawings A designates an ordinary 

shoe-lace having my improved attachment or 
elastic loop removably secured thereto. The 
lace portion a may be made of any suitable 
flexible or pliable material, as leather, or silk, 

cotton, wool or other textile braid, and of any 
desired size and length. One or both ends 
may be provided with metallic tips a through 
one end of the lace I prefer to insert a short 
piece of wire d, or in lieu of this a knot may 55 
be formed; this latter, however, may be found 
objectionable since it is liable to bear too 
snugly against the foot of the wearer. 
The loop or attachment b forming the sub 

ject of my invention is clearly represented in 6o 
Fig. 2. The loop proper is made of elastic 
material, such as narrow elastic webbing; 
the two ends of the piece forming the loop are 
fastened together, as for example, by a me 
tallic clip b' from which extends a small hook 65 
h, the latter being employed for removably 
securing the loop to the lace. When thus 
made it is evident that the loop portion b may 
be repeatedly used, since it can be readily 
detached from an old or worn-out lace and 70 
secured to a new one. The center or eye of 
the loop has a button c attached thereto to 
facilitate handling the lace as the latter is 
passed around the lacing-hooks, &c. 

In applying a lacing provided with the 75 
elastic loop attachment b the free end of the 
lace (minus the loop) is say first passed out 
Wardly through the bottom eyelet f' until ar 
rested by the guide or keeper d at the other 
end; after which the lace is rove through the 8o 
other eyelets successively as usual and thence 
in a zig-zag manner around the several studs 
or hooks.f, at the same time drawing it quite 
taut; after which I cut the lace back suffi 
ciently and attach the elastic loopportion b to 85 
its standing free end, at the same time making 
an allowance for future elongation of the lace. 
After the latter has been thus once adjusted 
to the shoe it may be readily and quickly in 
terlaced with the studs f, the loop b being 9c 
finally stretched to pass over one of the upper 
studs. The elastic properties of the loop are 
obvious, for example, it renders the lace to 
some extent self-adjusting, and it forms a 
yielding connection or fastening thus afford- 95 
ing a greater degree of comfort to the wearer. 

In unlacing the shoe the loop button c forms 
a ready and convenient point for the fingers 
to seize upon, which on being pulled detaches 
the loopfrom the corresponding stud, followed Ioo 
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by quickly freeing the lace from the remain 
ing studs, thus completing the operation. 
I do not claim broadly a shoe provided with 

a yielding or elastic lacing device, as one or 
more of such devices have been employed 
previous to my invention; but so far as I am 
aware an elastic loop b provided with means 
h for readily attaching it to or detaching it 
from the lacing and a central button c, as 
hereinbefore described, has never been pro 
duced hitherto, therefore, 

I claim as my invention 
As an article of manufacture, the remov 

able loop-attachment for shoe-laces hereinbe 

fore described, the same consisting of the me 
tallic clip or ferrule b', a hook h secured to 
and extending from the clip, a loop portion 
b made of elastic material rigidly secured to 
said clip, and a pull-button c fastened to the 
loop, constructed, arranged and adapted for 
use, substantially as set forth. 
Intestimony whereof I have affixed my sig 

nature in presence of two witnesses. 
JOSEPH HOMER. 

Witnesses: 
GEO. H. REMINGTON, 
IDA. M. WARREN. 

  


