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Norman Coffelt, Glen Burnie, and sterling P. 
Buck, Baltimore, Md., assignors of two-thirds 
to said Coffelt and one-third to said Buck 

Application December 17, 1936, Serial No. 116,342 
9 Claims. (Cl. 131-175) 

2,177,636 

This invention relates to ash-retaining ciga 
rette-pipes, or combined cigarette holder, smoker 
and ash-retainer. 

In brief, concise and broad terms, the invention 
consists of a tube having one end permanently 
closed and its other end open when inserting a 
cigarette, but closed when the cigarette is being 
smoked, except for a draught-duct in the mouth 
piece which is hinged to the originally open end 
and constitutes the closure therefor while also 
combining therewith to form a clamp that se 
cures the cigarette in Smoking position and rela 
tion, securing or latching means being provided 
to move or be moved into and out of position for 
keeping the closure in the closing and clamping 
position; means also being provided to close and 
open air-inlets in the upper side of the tube, so as 
to preventspilling of ashes when closed; all as 
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shown in the seven figures of drawing that are 
signed and dated on this 4th day of December, 
1936. . . . 

It is well known that many destructive and 
costly conflagrations have been started by lighted 
cigars and cigarettes, and by incandescent ashes 
falling therefrom into or onto papers, leaves, dry 
grass, lint in factories, bed-clothes etc.; that cost 
ly articles of clothing, carpets, rugs, table covers 
and furniture have been spoiled or disfigured by 
Smokers thoughtlessly laying or inadvertently 
dropping lighted stumps of cigars and cigarettes. 
on such articles; and that, regardless of these 
dangers and annoyances, there is that unsightly 
aspect of ashes dropped on floors, carpets, rugs 
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and tables; all these dangers and annoyances 
being, avoidable; and one object of this present 
invention is to avoid, obviate or preclude them. 
Another object of the invention, therefore, is 

to meet the great and growing need of the present 
generation of smokers, especially those who smoke 
while motoring, to avoid accidents such as often 
occur by the driver's attention being diverted by 
ashes falling. On his clothes or blowing into his 
eyes; to avoid forest fires by hunters or campers 
whose ashes or lighted stumps so often fall into 

45 dry leaves or grass and cause fires that destroy 
forests, field crops, houses, villages and lives; 
and to avoid loss of property and lives sometimes 
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caused by persons smoking in bed or in up 
holstered chairs where they fall asleep and let the 
lighted cigar or cigarette fall and start the fire. 
A further object is to provide a safe and satis 

factory tube, pipe or housing in which a cigarette 
or cigar can be smoked, laid on papers, table cow 
ers, varnished surfaces, marble etc., or put into 
pockets, hand-bags and other receivers, without 

danger or detriment to anything or any person; 
thus meeting the needs of the great majority o 
Smokers of both sexes. 
Another object of this invention is to improve 

upon inventions of a similar character but which 
have inconvenient and otherwise objectionable 
features and which lack some of the important 
features which are shown in the accompanying 
drawing and specifically described hereinafter. 
Other objects and important features are 

pointed out or implied in the drawing in connec 
tion with the following details of description, 
wherein, similar reference numerals refer to sim 
ilar parts in the several views of the invention. 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of one form of the 
invention, showing the approximate size used in 
connection with standard-size cigarettes; but it is 
understood that this size and shape can be 
changed to suit different sizes of cigarettes and 
cigars, as circumstances may dictate. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged view in longitudinal sec 
tion, showing a part of a cigarette in dot-dash 
lines within the housing, and the combined 
mouth-piece, closure, and lower clamp-jaw in its 
normal clamping and smoking position in full 
lines, and turned up and over in dot-dash lines. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but showing 
certain modifications of several features, the com 
bined mouth-piece, closure and lower clamp-jaw 
being in the wide-open position, the curved lines 
showing the relation of elements of the closure to 
the main tubular part of the housing When in the 
normal position. 

Fig. 4 is a Sectional view at the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a Sectional view at the line 5-5 of 
Fig. 3. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view at the line 6-6 of 
Fig. 2. 

Fig. 7 is a detail view of an annular closure fas 
tener such as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, either hav 
ing a point secured to the tubular main member, 
or free to be slid along the latter against fric 
tional resistance. 

Referring to Figs. . and 2 of the drawing, it is 
seen that the tubular member 10 has an initially 
or primarily closed outer end , an annular boss 
or ridge 2, a corresponding annular inner groove 
f3, an opening or slot 4 which constitutes an air 
inlet, and an acute-angled inner end (5 which 
may also be described as diagonal, longitudinally 
projecting or over-hung. A hinge 6 is secured 
to the acute end or over-hung part, and one wing 
of this hinge may be formed integrally with an 
upper lip or clamp-element 7 that is Secured or 
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2 
united with the member 0 by any appropriate 
means. The other Wing of the hinge may be 
an integral part of the combined mouth-piece, 
closure and clamp-jaw which is generally indi 
cated at 8, has a diagonal end 9 normally close 
fitted against the end f5, has a draught-duct 20 
through the mouth-piece 2, and has a lower jaw 
or lip 22 that is preferably provided with short 
and sharp teeth 23; so, when the parts are in nor 
mal position, as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 6, the 
Overlapping or interlapping ends of the members 
f0 and 18, with their jaw-elements 7 and 22, form 
a restricted mouth or clamp that but slightly 
compresses the end of the cigarette or cigar held 
thereby in the position for being Smoked through 
the mouth-piece 2. The lateral edges of the lips 
T and 22 are preferably chamfered or thinned so 

as to slightly widen the mouth and prevent pinch 
ing and tearing the wrapper of the cigar or ciga 
rette being clamped therein; and this also per 
nits the clamped end of the cigar or cigarette to 
spread laterally, so the draught therethrough is 
not hindered by the end of the cigar or cigarette 
being clamped. Moreover, to minimize the nec 
essary clamping and depressing of the end, one or 
more of the teeth entering the clamped end, will 
prevent the end from sipping out of the clamp in 
the event the device falls or otherwise receives a 
jar or impulse that Would tend to displace the 
cigar or cigarette from its clamped Smoking posi 
tion. In Fig. 2, a partly consumed cigarette is 
indicated at Cin dot-dash lines. s 
To secure the member 8 in its closed or closing 

position, and permit it to be opened and closed at 
will, any appropriate catch or keeper or locking 
means may be employed; and a very simple and 
effective means is shown at 24 (Figs. 2, 3 and 7) 
in the form of a ring which is preferably Split or 
open at 25 and may be secured at 25 to the men 
ber so it is not movable bodily, but can be 
sprung at the opening 25 by pressure of the angu 
lar end of the member 8 when moving to the 
closing position, then Springs back by its own in 
herent elasticity so as to engage with the mem 
ber 8 for holding it in the closing position. 
When desired to open the member So as to in 
sert a lighted cigarette, the free ends of the ring 
or keeper 24, at the opening 25, may be pushed by 
means of a finger or thumb out of engagement 
With the member 8 while the latter is turned. On 
its hinge 6. s 
In Figs. 2 and 4, the air-inlet 4 is shown closed 

by a combined heat insulating tube, handle and 
air-inlet closure 2 which is longitudinally slotted 
or split at 28 and is slidable on the member 10 
against a slight resistance in consequence of its 
springy clamping action on the member 9; so 
it can be turned from the position shown, to 
such position that the openings 4 and 28 are 
in registration with one another, and so the air 
can then be sucked therethrough and through 
the cigar or cigarette by the smoker, and so the 
air-inlet can be closed by the member 2 when 
the user wishes to prevent ashes from spilling 
into a pocket or hand-bag into which the device 
is placed for carrying it. The lower side of the 
member 2 may be formed with a foot 29 having 
a flat or plane under side to prevent the device 
from rolling or turning over and spilling ashes 
when laid on a table, desk or other surface, and 
the vertical surfaces or lateral sides of the por 
tion or foot 29 serve as manipulative means for 
easily turning the member 2 to and from the 
closing position without increasing the friction 
between the members 27 and O, 

, or foa. 
initially open outer end', are intended to mean 

heat-insulating material such as Bakelite or the 

2,177,636 
At 30, a length of wire is secured with its ends 

in the groove 3 and serves as means to hold the 
cigarette away from the end of the housing SO 
as not to interfere with the free passing of air 
into the lighted end of the cigarette. 
In the modifications shown in Figs. 3 and 5, 

the main tubular part a has its initially Open 
outer end closed by an imperforate cap or cup 
f a fitted thereover and secured by any appro 
priate means, as by a slender rivet 30a, which also 
serves as a stop or rest for the lighted end of a 
"cigar or cigarette; while the rim of the member 
if a serves the same purpose as the ridge 2 (Figs. 
1 and 2), to prevent the member 2 or 27 a from 
being pushed too far forward on the member 0 

In the foregoing, the Words "has its 

that the outer end was open before the cap or 
cup was placed thereon for closing it. The dual 
rectangular construction shown at 5a is deemed 
less practical than the diagonal or oblique Con 
struction at 5 (Figs. 1 and 2); but it here illus 
trates, in connection. With the complemental COn 
struction of the member 8a, that the invention 
is not limited to the overhung and interlapped 
construction previously explained. The longi 
tudinally extending upper lip a is only slightly 
different from the part 7 and serves the same 
purpose in combination with the parts 22 and 23. 
In this modified form, the springy open ring 24 
is bodily movable from its full-line position to its 
dot-dash line position and to other positions 
against a slight frictional resistance which nor 
mally holds it wherever placed by the user; and 
it is seen that when the parts Oa and 8a are in 
their normal alined position while the keeper 24 
is in its dot-dash position, the parts are secured 
thereby in their clamping relation with respect 
to a cigar or cigarette within the device. In lieu 
of the slots 4 and 28 shown in Figs. 2 and 4, 
two or more openings, or even a single opening 
in each of the elements foa and 2.7a, may be pro 
vided of any desired size and shape, as indicated 
at 4a and 28a (Figs. 3 and 5). 
While the invention is not limited to these de 

tails as shown and described, and not to any 
specific material or materials, it is contemplated 
that they are essentially non-combustible, and 
that the parts 8, 8a, 27, 27a and 24 should be 

like, so the heat from the lighted cigar or ciga 
rette will not burn the hands or mar any piece 
of furniture on which the device may be laid; 
but it may be preferable to make the parts 0, Ca, 
A and fa of silver, aluminum or an alloy, so 
the user can ascertain, by locating the hottest 
part, to what extent the cigarette has been con 
Sumed. 

In using the device, the cigar or cigarette is 
lighted and dropped into the open end of the 
member f0 or foa, the member 8 or 8a is then 
moved to its normal position, thereby clamping 
the cigarette or cigar as indicated at the right 
end portion of Fig. 2; then if the member 27 or 
2ia is at the air-admitting position, the device 
is ready for Smoking, and it is obvious that the 
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fire and ashes cannot escape; but when the de- . 
vice is opened, the ashes may be emptied through 
the open end of the tubular member 0 or f Oa. 
What We claim as our invention is: 
i. In a device for the purposes specified, the 

combination of a tubular element having a closed 
end and an initially open end and having an 
air-inlet at its upper side, means to close and 
Open Said air-inlet, and a combined tubular 
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mouth-piece and closure permanently and mov 
ably secured on said initially open end and com 
prising means for cooperating With said initially 
Open end in proper relation for clamping a lighted 
cigar or cigarette in Smoking relation with Said 
mouthpiece and air-inlet. 

2. The structure defined by claim 1, the last 
Said means including a hinge Which is engaged 
With said tubular element and combined tubular 
mouthpiece and closure so as to connect these 
elements together and in pivotal relation to one 
another. 3. The combination defined by claim 1, the air 
inlet closing means being a tubular element on 
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and frictionally embracing the first said tubular 
element and slidable thereon by manipulation of 
the user to and from positions for closing and 
Opening the air-inlet. 

4. The combination defined by claim 1, the said 
tubular element having one side of its initially 
open end projecting longitudinally as specified, 
said combined tubular mouth-piece and closure 
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being hinged to said initially open end and hav 
ing an end complemental with and normally in 
terlapping with said initially open end so as to 
co-act therewith and with the hinge for clamp 
ing an end of a cigar or cigarette which is mainly 
within said tubular element, and releasable means 
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to secure Said tubular element and combined 
mouth-piece and closure normally in their co 
Operative clamping relation. 

5. In a device for the purposes specified, the 
combination of a tubular element adapted to re 
ceive a cigar Or cigarette and having an air inlet 
therein and having an initially open end, a com 
bined mouth-piece and closure in interlapped en 
gagement With said initially open end in co 
Operative relation with the latter to form a clamp 
for engagement With said cigar or cigarette so as 
to hold the latter against movement relative to 
the tubular element, said clamp having lips in the 
proper relation to hold the cigar or cigarette in 
Spaced relation to the inner surface of the tubu 
lar element so as to obviate excessive heating of 
the latter by the cigarette or cigar when lighted, 
the other end of said tubular element being closed 
and imperforate and provided with means to keep 
the cigar or cigarette spaced therefrom, 

6. In a device for the purposes specified, the 
combination of a tubular receptacle and a tubular 
mouth-piece element hinged to one another and 
having Substantially diagonal ends normally fit 
ted together in interlapped relation and being 
Cooperative for engaging and holding a cigar or 
cigarette which may be placed therein, and means 
Secured thereon and movable to and from a posi 
tion for securing the diagonal ends in their co 
operative relation to One another. 

7. In a device for the purpose specified, the 
combination of a tubular element having initially 
Open ends and having an air-inlet at its upper 
side, means to close and open said air-inlet, im 
perforate means normally closing one of said ini 
tially open ends of said tubular element, and a 
combined tubular mouth-piece and closure per 
manently and movably secured on the other one 
of said initially open ends and comprising means 
for cooperating with said other one of the initially 
open ends in proper relation for clamping a light 
ed cigar or cigarette in Smoking relation with said 
mouthpiece and air-inlet Substantially as de 
scribed. 

8. The combination defined by claim 7, the last 
Said means being inclusive of a hinge which is 
engaged with said tubular element and combined 
tubular mouthpiece and closure so as to connect 
these elements together in movable and coopera 
tive clamping relation to one another. 

9. In a device for the purpose specified, the 
combination of a tubular element having initially 
Open ends and having an air-inlet at its upper 
Side, means to close and Open Said air-inlet, 
means normally closing one of said initially open 
ends of said tubular element, the other one of said 
Open ends being substantially diagonal, and a 
tubular mouthpiece having a substantially diag 
onal end hinged to the diagonal end of said tubu 
lar element So as to be permanently secured there 
to while being movable from a normally inter 
lapped relation for clamping a cigar or cigarette 
and movable to an open position for permitting 
the cigar or cigarette to be inserted in and re 
moved from said tubular element substantially 
as described. 

NORMAN COFFELT. 
STERLING P. BUCK. 
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