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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jusrus L. Smrrs, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Colorado Springs, in the county of Kl
Paso and State of Colorado, have invented a
new and Improved Mail-Pouch Fastener, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

My invention relates to fastening means
for use on mail pouches, and associated with
a strap or equivalent tie to embrace the gath-
ered neck of the pouch.

Tt is an object of my invention to provide
means permanently secured to the mail
pouch, and so constructed and arranged that
the tie strap may be caused to encircle the
gathered neck of the pouch and the fasten-
ing means quickly snapped together without
any tedious manipulation thereof.

It is a further design of my invention to
provide a device of the indicated character
in which the, fastener can be quickly and ex-
peditiously unfastened.

The distinguishing features of my inven-
tion, and the important structural elements
characterizing the preferred embodiment
which is illustrated as an example, will be
particularly explained in the specific de-
scription hereinafter to be given.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this specifi-
cation, in which similar characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views.

Trigure 1 is a side elevation of the upper
portion of a mail pouch showing my inven-
tion applied thereto; Fig. 2 is a cross section
showing the invention with the pouch closed
and fastened; Fig. 3 is a perspective view
of the complete pouch in closed and fastened
position; Fig. 4 is a face view on an enlarged
scale of my improved fastening means, part
of the lock case being broken away and other
parts being in section, the view showing the
fastening means in the locked position; Fig.
5 is a view similar to Fig. 4, with certain
lock parts in the positions they occupy in
the operation of fastening or unfastening;
Tig. 6 is a longitudinal section on approxi-
mately the line 6—6 of Fig. 4; Fig. T is an
edge view of the lock with parts of the lock
case broken out, and locking toward the ends
of the tumbler latches; Iig. 8 is a cross sec-
tion on the line 8—38 of Fig. 5; Figs. 9 and
10 are perspective views of tumbler latches
employed in the lock of my improved fas-

tener; Fig. 11 is a perspective view of one of
the springs for the tumbler latches; and Fig.
12 is a perspective view of one of the spac-
ing plates employed between movable ele-
ments of the lock.

In carrying out my invention the mail
pouch 10 may be of any approved form and
material. A strap 11 or its equivalent is se-
cured at a point between its ends to the
pouch, below the top of the latter, and over
the strap, at its point of connection with the
pouch, is a lock 12, the shackle 12* of which
18 carried by one end 11° of the strap, while
the other end 11* is adapted to be passed
through a loop 14 on the end 11° adjacent to
the shackle 12*. The connection between the
loop 14 and the strap is effected in the in-
stance shown by a metallic clip 13, which
embraces one side of the loop and is riveted
to the strap, the opposite side of the loop
being so connected to the shackle 122 that
the latter may swing; thus the loop 14 estab-
lishes a flexible connection between the strap
and the shackle, to produce an opening at the
base of the shackle through which the oppo-
site free end 11* of the strap may be passed

after the strap has been caused to encircle

the gathered neck of the pouch, as shown in
Figs. 2 and 3.

In the illustrated form the base 12" of the
lock 12 has a plurality of lateral lugs 12¢
formed with rivet holes 12¢ which receive
fastening rivets 12¢ (Fig. 1) certain of the
Iugs 12° overlying the strap 11 and adjacent
rivets 12¢ passing through the said lugs and
through the strap and the material of the
pouch.

In the fastening of the pouch the free end
11* of the strap when passed through the
loop 14, may be drawn upon to tighten the
strap, and the said end 11* may be brought
against the inner end 12° of the shackle 127,
as in Fig. 2, whereby the strap may direct
the shackle 12* into the lock 12, so that the
strap is utilized to snap the shackle into
place in the lock without any other manipu-
Iation of the lock or shackle.

In the interior of the lock two pairs of
latching tumblers engage the inner ends of
the shackle under the influence of springs;
thus the tumblers 15, 16, of one pair are in
a plane with each other and move toward
and from each other, and similarly the tum-
blers 17, 18, of the other pair are arranged
in a plane parallel with the tumblers 15, 16,
and have latching heads 17%, 18°, offset into
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the same plane with the tumblers 15, 16, so
that the pairs of latching heads 12% on the
shackle 12* may be engaged respectively,
the one head by the heads 152, 16> of the
tumblers 15, 16, and the other latching head
128 ‘being engaged by the latching heads
172 182, The latching tumblers are notched
adjacent to the latching heads thereof to

provide shoulders 15°, 16°, 177, 18%, and cor-.

responding notches are formed in opposite
side surfaces of the shackle 12* adjacent to
the heads 125 thereof to present shoulders
128 124, to be engaged by the mentioned
shoulders on the tumblers.

The latches are pivoted on pests 19 and
are embraced at the backs thereof by springs
20, 21, shown best in Fig. 11, having inner
ends 20* thereof that bear against the backs
of the respective latching tumblers, there
being one spring 20 for the pair of tumblers
15, 16, and a second spring 21 for the pair
of tumblers 17, 18. Between a pair of tum-
blers and the spring thereof and the other
pair of tumblers and their spring, spacing

plates 22 are employed, similar plates being |

provided if necessary, above and below the

tumblers and between the same and the lock |
| ters Patent:

casing.

The casing of the lock 12 is halved at 12, |
for convenience in assembling the parts, and ;
the halves are secured by rivets 12! or their |
In addition to the pivot posts
19, posts 19* are disposed between the pairs |

equivalent.

of tumblers 15, 16 and 17, 18 to act as stops

and limit the movements of the various tum- |

blers on the pivot posts 19. :

The lock casing is formed with a keyhole
127, and corresponding holes 22°* are formed
in the several spacing plates to receive a
suitable key 23 that is hollow and may turn
around an interior post 24 in the lock -as
a center, for engaging the opposed inner
surfaces of the latching tumblers, to open
the same for the release of theshackle. Nor-
mally, the tumblers will be in the positions
indicated in Fig. 4, and it will be obvious
that upon ‘the entrance of the shackle, the
tumblers will be forced apart so that the

shackle can snap into place, as shown in

said figure. The separated positions of the
tumblers for the entrance and withdrawal

.of the shackle are indicated in Figs. 5

and 7.
It will be observed that in addition to the

5 flexibility between the shackle and the strap

end 11* afforded by the connecting loop 14,
the said strap end 11° constitutes a flexible
connection between the shackle and the

-pouch, -and between the shackle and the

lock body 12 with its contained locking
mechanism to give the shackle the desired
relative movement to and from the relatively
fixed lock body under the influence of the
oppesite strap member 11% It will be seen
further, that the lock body with its con-
tained mechanism constitutes one fastener
member, while the shackle constitutes a rela-
tively mating fastener member.

The advantages of snapping the shackle
into the lock by means of the strap are that
it obviates all tedious and annoying manipu-

lation of the lock parts, and that similarly,

the strap is conveniently employed to with-
draw the shackle by exerting a pull on the
strap with one hand while turning the key
with the other hand.

The described censtruction affords a prac-
tical means for carrying my invention into
effect, and I would state in conclusion that
I do not limit myself strictly to the mechani-
cal details herein ilustrated, since manifestly
the same-can be considerably varied without
departure from the spirit of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as mew, and desire to secure by Let-

1. A lock, comprising a case, pairs of
Iatching tumblers, the tumblers of each pair
being pivoted to move toward and from each
other and having latching heads, the heads
of a pair extending toward each other, and
a hasp, both arms of which have latching
heads presenting latching shoulders at op-
posite sides of each head and engageable
simultaneously by the tumblers, each pair
of tumblers being adapted to engage a
head of the hasp.

2. A lock, comprising a casing having a
pair of spring-pressed latching tumblers, a
second pair of spring-pressed latching tum-
blers, the tumblers of both pairs having a
hasp having a pair of arms each formed
with a latching head presenting latching
members on opposite sides, all the latching
tumblers having simultaneous locking and
unlocking engagement and a pair of the
latches serving to-engage a latching head on
the hasp.

In testimony whereof T have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. :

JUSTUS L. SMITH.

Witnesses:
Cuarces F. Horpex, -
Grace I. Syrry.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents.
‘Washington, D. C.” ’
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