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1 Claim.
1

This invention relates to signs and particularly
signs employing characters removable and re-
placeable to establish selective combinations
thereof.

An object of the invention is to mount a
plurality of sign characters in forwardly spaced
relation to a mounting plate to thus increase the
visibility of such characters by reflected light,
and to adapt a marginal portion of such plate
to hold the characters assembled in the form of
numbers or other indicia.

Another object is to marginally form said
mounting plate with a forwardly offset channel
receiving said characters, and to provide con-
cealed means for securing the characters in such
channel.

Another object is to slot the rear wall of said
channel to receive fasteners for clamping the
sign characters against such wall.

These and various other objects are attained
by the construction hereinafter described and
illustrated in the accompanying drawing, where-
in:

Fig. 1 is a front view of my improved sign.

"Fig. 2 is an end view of the same.

Fig. 3 is rear view of the sign.

Fig. 4 is a front view of my improved sign, in a
modified form.

Fig. 5 is an end view of the modification.

Fig. 6 is a rear view of the same.

In these views, the reference character { desig-
nates a substantially rectangular plate formed
of sheet metal or other suitable sheet material.
The lower margin of such plate forms an up-
wardly opening channel 2, and the plate is off-
set as indicated at 3 just above said channel, so
as to forwardly space the channel from the main
area of the plate. The channel serves as a holder
for a plurality of individually formed characters
4, these being illustrated as digital numbers.
Each character is formed, preferably integrally
with a base 5, slidably fitting in the channel
and elongated lengthwise thereof. Each char-
acter 4 is clamped against the rear wall of the
channel 2 by a screw 6 headed against said
wall, and preferably said wall is longitudinally
slotted as indicated at T to accommodate the
several screws 6. Any suitable provision may be
made for securing the plate | to a wall or other
support as by aperfures 8 formed in the upper
corner portions of the plate to receive serews
or the like (not shown).

Spacing of the sign characters forwardly from
the plate I gives sharper definition to the char-
acters, and adds materially to the appearance of
the sign, particularly when the characters are
formed of translucent material as a suitable plas-
tic, through which light is reflected from the
plate, Preferably the exposed face of the plate
is white enameled and the characters are formed
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of quite dark translucent material. To facilitate

repding of the sign in absence of illumination,

2 ‘
either the characters or a coating applied to the
plate may be of a phosphorescent nature.

The described sign is particularly suited to
display house numbers, and is also well adapted
for display of names or any other desired matter
comprising numbers, letters, or a combination
thereof.

In the modifications shown by Figs. 4, 5 and 6,
a mounting plate la is formed with channels 2q¢
and 2b respectively at its top and bottom edges,
such channels opening foward each and being
similarly offset, as indicated at 3a, forwardly
from the plate. Sign characters 4a and 4b are se-
cured respectively in the upper and lower chan-
nels, projecting toward each other in forwardly
spaced relation to the plate la, the upper char-
acters being shown as forming a house number
and the lower characters forming a name. Em-
bedded in each character is a nut 9, and each
nut is engaged by a bolt 6a fitted in a slot Ta
formed in the rear wall of the corresponding
channel, the heads of said bolts bearing against
the rear faces of the slotted walls. In this modi-
fied form, my improved sign conveniently pro-
vides for upper and lower combinations of num-
bers, names, or words.

What I claim is:

A sign comprising a mounting plate forming
at its upper and lower margins U-shaped chan-
nels opening toward each other, such channels
being similarly forwardly offset from the plate,
a seb of sign characters fitted in the lower chan-
nel and upwardly projecting from such channel
in forwardly spaced relation to the plate, and
second set of sign characters fitted in the upper
channel and downwardly projecting from such
channel in forwardly spaced relation to said
plate, and fasteners releasably securing each set
of sign characters to the corresponding channel
and resisting sliding of the characters in the
channels.
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