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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GeorcE MILLER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Lancas-
ter, in the county of Lancaster and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improyements in Paper-Filing Cases;
and I do hereby declare the followmu‘ to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the i inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to improvements in
a paper-filing case of that class in which the
case is preferably book form and in which
the index-sheets are mounted on pins held in
place by pairs of retaining-strips secured in
position between the opposite edges of the

back and the adjacent surfaces of the sides of .

the case; but the invention relates more par-
ticular ly to the construction and arrangement
of said pins and retamm«r-strlps

The object of the invention is the produc-

tion of a convenient filing-case in which the
pins holding the index-sheets securely in place
may be inserted into and removed from their
respective retaining-strips at pleasure—desid-
erata of great moment when said sheets have
to be repaired, changed, or additional ones
inserted.

The elements of the invention will severally
and at large appear in the following descrip-
tion, and they will be separ ately or com-
binedly pointed out or set forth in the ap-
pended claims.

The purposes of the invention are attained
by the devices and means illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, similar reference
characters deswnatmo' Tike parts throughout
the several views, in ‘which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a paper-
ﬁhnO" case embodying the elements of the in-

tion taken on the line z 2 in Fig. 1, showing
said elements in position with a numbe1 of
index-sheets in place; Fig. 3, a view of the
left-hand end portion of Fig. 2, showing the
pin in the position of being entered into or
withdrawn from the position indicated in Fig.
2; Figs. 4 and 35, respectlvely, an enlarged
dn ect plan and a perspective view of the up-
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per retalmng strip detached from Fig. 2;
Figs.6 and 7, respectively, a similar plan and
perspective view of the lower retaining-strip -
also detachéd from Fig. 2: and Fig. 8, an en-
larged side elevation of the pin hkevvlse de-
tached from Fig. 2.

In the drawmos, A designates a ﬁhncr-case
referred to in the opening paragraph hereto,
having 2 rounded back plate o Wlth two end
walls ¢/ ¢ and a bottom plate @7, all rigidly 6o
connected and secured to the under edge and -
the ends of said back plate havmov also a top
plate oompmsmcr two sections ¢ ¢', with the
section @ likewise connected and. secured to
said end walls and to the upper edge of said
back plate said section ¢ belng hmcred to said
section 4% as by a pliable strip &5, secured to
the top surfaces of the sections, and the front -
end of the case is closed by a plate a’, folded
up against the forward ends of said side walls
underneath the top lid or section a and en-
gaging on top of said bottom plate ¢, with its
lower edge hm@ed to the bottom plate, as by
a phable strip &', embracing and secured to
their adjacent edges, while a clasp or catch-
lock ¢ 'is prov1ded to hold the adjacent edges
of the section ¢* and of the plate ¢° to@ether,
said hinge-joints allowing the former to turn
upward and the latter to twrn downward,
opening the case. ~Within the case are ar-
ranged in a pile the desired number of the
usual indexed filing-sheets A’ having columng
of registering punctures or orlﬁces &, which
may be prowded with eyelets adjacent to their
edges opposite the indexes, and to secure these
sheets in place, so that they may be inserted
or removed at pleasure without injuring the
case, is the prime feature of the invention.

At prescribed points to the upper and lower
edges of the back plate @ are secured in any
approved manner pin retaining or holding
strips B B, the former above and the latter bo-
low, and before the bottom a* and the section
@ are thereto attached, said bottom and sec-
tion covering them and serving to hold them
securely in place.  Thesestrips hafe approved
dimensions and are punched or otherwise cut
from sheet metal, preferably steel. At pre-
scribed points in the1r bodies are raised dome-
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sions or recesses §' under said domes, housing
the heads and opposite ends of the indexed
sheet-retaining pins,yet to be described, which
domes are provided with central orifices &%,
engaging the bodies orshafts of said pins near
the heads and other ends thereof, while from
said orifices through the forward or free ends
of the strips B are cut slots §° for the passage
of said shafts, and said slots form parallel
tongues ¥ to guide the heads of said pins,
while said tongues are made slightly curving
away from the recessed sides of the strips, so
as to form slopes or inclined planes up which
the heads of said pins may readily slide to be
moved into the recesses d’ of said upper strips,
and the flat or recessed sides of the strips B B
when secured in place, as shown, lie against
the adjacent surfaces, respectively, of the bot-
tom plates ¢* and the sections ¢”. At the se-
cured ends of these strips in this instance
are pointsor tines d’, bent perpendicular there-
with and which extend beyond the surfaces
thereof having the domes, being adapted to
be pressed into the body of the back plate,
holding the strips in place, with the bottom
«* and the section &® covering them, and
now for the purposes of the invention a pin C,
having, preferably, a rounded point ¢, a
straight cylindrical shank or shaft ¢/, and a
flat circular head ¢, with arounded peripheral
edge ¢, is passed downwardly through each
column of orifices &’ of the filing-sheets, said
sheets being freely movable up and down
thereon and said pins having their points ¢ in-
serted into the orifices #*of the lower strips B/,
with their heads ¢ passing above the tongues
7 and the adjacent portions of their shafts
¢ through the slots #° of the upper strips B
entered into the recesses ' of said upper strips
and securely seated therein, thus securing said
filing-sheets in place within the case and from
which said filing-sheets may be readily re-
moved without injuring the case by reversing
this operation.

It is well known that Patent No. 573,569,

“dated December 22,1896, wasissued to Charles

M. Carnahan for a paper-file in which pairs
of filing-pin holders are used to secure such
pins in fixed positions, from which they can-
not be withdrawn without destroying the case. .
No claim is therefore made, broadly, to the
holding or securing of the filing-pins; but

‘What is considered new, and desired to be
secured by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a paper-filing case, a casing, socket-
strips secured to the bottom of the case, an-
apertured dome formed in each of the said
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strips, spring holding-strips éach having a bi-
furcated end, an inverted dome formed in
each of the said holding-strips and communi-
cating with the bifurcations, and a plurality of
headed filing-pins, one end of each pin enter-
ing the dome of the socket-strip and the other
end carrying the head entering the holding-
strip through the bifurcation and held in the
dome thereof through the resiliency of said
spring holding -strip, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. Ina paper-filing case of the character de-
scribed, in combination, pairs of filing-pin-
retaining strips secured to said case, one of
each pair having on one side a dome with a
depression thereunder and a central orifice
therethrough, and the other one of each pair
having a like dome, a like depression, and a
central orifice, with a slot from said orifice
through the forward end of said strip, and
having a tongue on each side of said slot, said
tongues having their forward ends curving
outwardly on the side having the dome, and a
filing-pin having a rounded end engaging
through the orifice of said first-mentioned strip
and seated in the depression thereof, said pin
having at its opposite end a head movable
over the curving tongues of said last-men-
tioned strip and by reason of the slot between
said tongues and of its central orifice securely
seated in the depression thereof, all substan-
tially as described and for the purpose here-
inbefore set forth.

3. In a paper-filing case, a casing having a
back, top and bottom, socket-strips secured to
the back and lying flush with the bottom of
said case, upwardly-projecting semispherical
domes provided with central apertures and
formed integral with the said strips, spring
holding-strips secured to the back against the
top of the case and formed with downwardly
and outwardly curved ends provided with a
bifurcation, downwardly - projecting semi-
spherical domes communicating with the bi-
furcations, and a plurality of filing-pins hav-
ing their points inserted in the apertures of
the domes of the socket-strips and having
their heads entered through the bifurcations
and resting in the domes of the spring hold-
ing-strips, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. '

GEORGE MILLER.

Witnesses: :
Paur A. HErr
Frep. P. MENTZER.
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