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inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-15, 21-22
Apparatus in a distributed control system comprising:

1. A first network interface for a commercial off-the-shelf
Ethernet network having a communication protocol stack.

2. A device access agent for mapping a legacy format service
message to a format compatible with said protocol stack.

3. A high speed Ethernet management agent for managing TCP,
UDP and IP layers of said protocol stack.

4. An Ethernet management agent interface through which said
device access agent communicates with said Ethernet
management agent.

2. Claims: 16-17, 21,23, 27-29
Apparatus in a distributed control system comprising:

1. A Tocal time clock

2. A system time clock providing system time of distributed
system

3. A system management kernel for synchronizing said local
time clock with said system time clock.

3. Claims: 18-20, 21,24-26
Apparatus in a distributed control system comprising:

1. Redundant plurality of network interfaces communicating
with a redundant plurality of networks.

2. A redundancy entity maintaining a network status table
indicating the operational status of said networks and
selecting an operational of the redundant networks based on
said network status table.
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