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This invention relates to the art of leg supports, more
particularly for use in situations where it is desired to
maintain the lower porton of the leg and feet in an ele-
vated position.

As conducive to -an understanding of the invention, it
is noted that a variety of situations exist in which it is
necessary or desirable for those suffering from leg ail-
ments to maintain their legs in a horizontal position.
Such patients are often confined to bed for this purpose.
Confinements to bed is however, not a necessity in a great
number of cases and it would suffice if the patient were
merely to maintain the afflicted extremity in a horizontal
position without being confined to bed. The use of stools
and foot rests for this purpose is often not satisfactory
due to the fact that such supports may not be of the de-
sired height. Furthermore, due to the weight and bulk of
such footrest or stool, its movement to different parts of
the home, especially by an invalid, is not always feasible.

It is accordingly among the primary objects of the in-
vention to provide a leg support adapted to maintain
the legs of a user in a desired elevated position while
seated in conventional chairs, or the like.

Another object of the invention is to provide a leg
support which is readily adjustable to any desired height
to maintain the leg in desired elevated position.

A {further object of the invention is to provide a leg
support of the above type which may be fabricated from
relatively light weight material without sacrificing struc-
tural rigidity.

Another object of the invention is'to provide a leg sup-
port which may readily be carried from place to place
and arranged in desired position.

It is also an object of the invention to provide a leg
support which may readily be collapsed to facilitate carry-
ing thereof and storage when not in use.

According to the invention, these objects are accom-
plished by the arrangement and combination of elements
hereinafter described and more particularly recited in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings in which are shown one
of various possible embodiments of the several features
of the invention;

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a leg support made in
accordance with the teachings of this invention shown in
operative position,

F1G. 2 is a perspective view of the leg support of FIG.
1 shown in collapsed carrying or storage position,

FIG. 3 is a oross sectional view taken on line 3—3 of
FIG. 1 showing the pivot connection between the support
frame and the strut member,

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view taken on line 4—4 of
FIG. 1 through the lower portion of the strut, and

FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic illustration of the forces act-
ing on the leg support.

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, the
leg support 10, as illustratively shown in the drawings,
comprises a substantially U-shaped strut member 11 hav-
ing hollow legs 12 and 13 connected by a transverse base
portion 14. The strut 11 is preferably formed from tubu-
lar material, and the legs 12 and 13 are provided with
foot portions 15 and 16 respectively, which also are of
tubular material, telescopically arranged with respect to
the legs 12 and 13 as best seen in FIG. 4.

In the illustrated embodiment, the legs 12 and 13 are
formed with a plurality of longitudinally spaced aper-
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tures 17 in which spring-pressed detent 18 is engaged. As
shown in FIG. 4, the detent illustratively is a rod having
its outer end rounded as at 19 and having its other end se~
cured to the free end of a leaf spring 21 secured by rivets
22 within the tubular foot portion at its upper end, the
detent 18 being urged through opening 23 in the tubular
foot portion into an associated aperture 17 in legs 12 and
13 releasably to retain the foot portion in desired position.
Friction shoes 25 are provided at the free end of foot por-
tions 15 and 16, as best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2.

Mounted on strut member 11 is a support frame 31 of
U-shaped configuration having spaced legs 33 and 34
joined by a transverse base portion 35. Legs 33 and 34
straddle legs 12 and 13 of strut member 11, and a retain-
ing bar 36 extends between and is secured to the legs 33
and 34 near the free ends thereof.

Secured as by screws 39 to the base portion 35 of sup-
port member 31 is one end of an elongated rectangular
support panel 42. The other end of panel 42 at each
corner thereof as best seen in FIG. 3, is secured by nivets
43 to the horizontal legs 44 of brackets 45, the vertical
legs 41 of which are pivotally secured to the legs 12, 13
of strut member 11 by means of transverse pivot pins 47.
Each of the pivot pins 47 has a portion 48 which extends
laterally beyond the associated leg 12, 13 and which forms
a stop against which the free ends of the legs 33, 34 of
frame 31 abut to limit downward movement of legs 33,
34 with respect to legs 12, 13 of strut 11.

In use, the leg support is set up from the collapsed po-
sition illustrated in FIG. 2 to the operative position illus-
trated in FIG. 1 by manually gripping base portion 14 of
strut 11 and pivoting the strut 11 so that ifs legs 12, 13
abut against retaining bar 36 of support frame 31. When
the base portion 14 is separated from base portion 35 to
its maximum, as viewed in FIG. 1, the strut member 11,
support frame 31, and support panel 49 will define a
triangle as schematically shown in FIG. 5.

In this operative orientation, the leg support may be
positioned adjacent a chair or the like seating surface so
that the support panel 40 functions as an extension of the
seating surface on which a leg may be supported as seen
in FIG. 1. It is found that where the strut 15 is angled
to the orientation shown in FIG. 5, the positioning of the
leg or legs of the user on the support 40 serves to provide
a turning moment M in FIG. 5 which resists the col-
lapsing force C tending to cause the support to fall. As
a result, the leg support is maintained stable and serves
to support a leg in the desired elevated position.

As will be apparent to those skilled in the art, adjust-
ment of the leg rest to a desired height is readily accom-
plished by moving the detents 19 inwardly and pushing
the foot portions 15 and 16 to a desired position until the
detents snap into an opening 17 in the associated legs 12
and 13 so that a desired elevation for the support 40 will
be obtained.

When it is desired to move the support or collapse same
for storage purposes, this is readily accomplished by
merely bringing the base portion 14 of the strut 11 to-
wards the support panel 40 so that the entire supporting
structure collapses to the position illustrated in FIG., 2.

As many changes could be made in the above con-
struction and many apparently widely different embodi-
ments of this invention could be made without departing
from the scope of the claims, it is intended that all matter
contained in the above description, or shown in the ac-
companying drawings, shall be interpreted as illustrative
and not in a limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States is:

A leg rest comprising a substantially U-shaped strut
member having a pair of legs and a base, a substantially
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U-shaped frame member having pair of legs and a base,
a support member comprising a rectangular panel having
one end rigidly connected to the base of said U-shaped
frame, the other end of said panel having a pair of
L-shaped brackets secured to the respective edges thereof,
said brackets being respectively pivotally connected to the
legs of said strut member, each of said pivot connections
comprising a pin, said brackets being positioned on the
inner sides of the legs of the strut member with the pins
extending laterally outward beyond the outer sides of the
legs of the strut member, the extending ends of said pins
defining stops, the legs of said frame straddling the legs of
said strut member and being movable with respect there-
to, said frame legs being adapted to abut against said
stops thereby limiting the movement of said frame mem-
__ber, a_cross_bar connecting the free ends of the legs of
said frame and adapted to abut against the legs of said
strut member to retain said support in fixed position with
respect to said strut member, said strut member having
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hollow legs, a hollow foot member slidably mounted in
each of the legs of said strut member, each of said legs
having spaced openings along the length thereof and a de-
tent carried by each of said foot members movable into
an associated opening in said legs thereby to permit ad-
justment of the length of the legs of said strut member.
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