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1

The present invention relates to wheelbarrows
and has for its chief object to provide a foldable
wheelbarrow for conveying lozds in a removable
basket or the like. PFurther objects of the in-
vention as well as its essential features will appear
from the following description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing illus-
trating a preferred form of a foldable wheel-
barrow constructed in accordance with the
invention.

In the drawing, Fig. 1 is a plan view, Fig. 2 a
side view, and Fig. 3 a front view of the foldable
wheelbarrow for conveying loads in a removable
basket shown in place by dotted lines in Figs. 2
and 3.

The foldable wheelbarrow shown in the draw-
ing is intended for conveying loads in a removable
basket, or the like and has a single wheel { pivoted
with its axle 2 between the forwardly projecting
side members of a frame 3 comprising a pair of
side plates 4 forming said side members, a rear
plate § uniting the side plates behind the wheel
and being somewhat inclined forwardly, and a
top plate 6 uniting the side plates at the top, said
plates together forming a hood protecting the
wheel against earth and dirt. Along the inner

"corners between the side plates-4 and the rear
vlate 5 there extends a pair of shafts T some-
what inclined forwardly and rotatably mounted
in bearings not shown in detail, the shafts being
arranged to be clamped unrotatably in said bear-
ings by means of suitable clamping means, e. g.
a bolt or the like provided with a winged nut,
as is diagrammatically indicated at 8 in Fig. 2.
At their lower ends the shafis are connected with
a pair of supports 9 for supporting the bottom of
the removable basket or the like and each pro-
jecting rearwardly from.its shaft T, each of said
supports having at its rear end a foot 10 serving
to support the wheelbarrow, while the shafts are
united at their upper ends with a pair of handle-
bars 1t diverging rearwardly from the shafts 1,
said handle-bars being arranged to . .form side
supports for the removable basket or the like.

In order to obtain a light, strong and inex-
pensive construction, the handle-bar {1, the shaft
1, the support 9, and the foot 10 on each side of
the barrow are made integral of a single piece of
steel tubing by bending the latter as shown in the
drawing. Furthermore, in the preferred form
shown the handle-bars {1 are formed with out-
wardly arcuate portions 12 in order to fit the form
of, and securely hold, the basket during transpor-
tation. Finally, at the front of the barrow there
is disposed a U-shaped member i3 projecting
above the level of top plate 6, the legs of said
U-shaped member extending along the front and
bottom of the respective side plates 4 in order
to strengthen said plates, whereas the upwardly
projecting bow of the U-shaped member forms
a jaw by means of which the wheelbarrow, when
in the folded state shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1,
can be suspended on a wall,
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Although a preferred form of the invention
has been described above and shown in the draw-
ing, the invention must. not be considered as
limited to this form, since different modifications
can be resorted to within the scope of the in-
vention as defined by the avpended claims.

What I claim and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A foldable wheelbarrow for conveying loads
in a removable basket or the like, comprising a
wheel and wheel axle, a housing supported’ by
said wheel axle and embracing said wheel from
behind, a pair of shafts journaled in upright
positions on opposite sides of the plane of said
wheel and in rear thereof in said housing, a pair
handle bars united with the upper ends of said
shafts and extending backwards therefrom, a
pair of bars united with the lower ends of said
shafts and extending backwards therefrom for
supporting the bottom of the basket or the like
when this is placed in position between said
handle bars just behind said housing, said sup-
porting bars extending from the lower ends of
said shafts being considerably shorter than said
handle bars extending from the upper ends of said
shafts, feet at the free rear ends of said support-
ing bars for supporting them from the ground,
said handle bars having their fore-portions shaped
for embracing the opposite sides of the basket
when this is placed in position between said
handle bars and with its bottom on said sup-
porting bars, and said shaped fore-portions of
said handle bars and said supporting bars being
of approximately the same length.

2. A foldable wheelbarrow as in claim 1 in
which said shafts are slightly inclined forwardily
when the wheelbarrow is in normal condition
with said wheel and said feet on said supporting
bars resting on even ground.

3. A foldable wheelbarrow as in claim 1 where-
in said housing comprises two side plates forming
side members, a rear plate and a top plate uniting
said side plates, a U-shaped member forming a
suspénsion jaw projecting above said top plate
in front thereof, and having legs reinforcing the
front edges of said side plates, said shafts being
rotatably mounted in the inner corners between
said side plates and said rear plate.
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