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1 .

This invention relates-to gloves, and particu-
larly to gloves having a’ relatively non-elastic
palm or front-and an elastic back.

One of the objects of the invention is the pro-
vision of a glove which will fit different sized
hands, and which will readily conform to the
hand as it is doubled or clinched. In ordinary
gloves in which both the front and back are non-
elastic, when the hand is doubled or clinched, the
outer surface of the hand becomes in effect elon-
gated and, in order to have the glove conform
thereto, additional material must be drawn upon.
The only place where this additional material
is available is in the palm, and in compensating
for the lack of material on the back of the hand,
it must move around the edges of the hand on to
the back.

The most perfect covering for the hand is, of
course, the skin, which stretches and retracts as
the hand takes on different shapes. The pres-
ent invention approaches the skin in that respect.
When the contour of the hand becomes greater,
the material expands or stretches, and the ma-
terial on the palm of the hand does not have to
slip of slide around to the back as described above,
but will remain in place and follow the hand when
it is clinched. When the hand is straightened out,
the elastic back retracts to its original condition.
The tendency is always in this direction, whereby

the palm or front of the glove, and in fact the'

whole glove, is retained in a snug fitting condi-
tion on the hand.

In many games, particularly golf, the feel of
the glove is important in grasping a-golf club.

The glove must fit as perfectly as possible for best’

results, and if the glove or any part of the glove
shifts or moves in grasping the club, the control
thereover is‘impaired. -

Tn order to carry out this purpose, the elastic

back of the glove is made stretchable in two di-’

rections, that is,” transversely across the hand,
and longitudinally along the hand as well. In
my previous Patent No. 2,314,545, dated March
23, 1943, I disclose a glove having a back which is

stretchable transversely across the hand. How-"

ever, the present invention having a back which
is stretchable in both directions, s a decided im-~
provement thereover.

As much as possible of the back should be of

elastic material, and that includes the thumb,’

and base of the thumb. The whole back of the
hand with the thumb constitutes quite an ex-
panse of elastic material; I interpose a reinfore~
ing non-elastic strip, such as leather, from the
fore finger to the wrist, dividing the back of the
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hand "proper from the thumb. This' strip
strengthens the back, while still permitting com-
plete flexibility thereof.

Another added feature of the present invention
is that since the back of the thumb is fabric ma-
terial, another reinforcing strip is formed in the
thumb adjacent the edge of the palm thereof. A
golf club would normally come in contact with the
fabric at this point, but the reinforcing strip pre-
vents this, and consequent undue wear of .the
fabric. :

Another advantageous feature of the present
invention is that the edges of the fabric forming
the back of the hand are all sealed or covered by
the leather palm, preventing raw edges of the
fabric’ from being exposed, which increases-its
life and produces a better appearing article.

Another. advantageous feature is that where
two pieces of leather are bound together, such as
the . fourchettes with the palm, the seams are
turned out, leaving smooth edges for contact with
the fingers. . Also, each fourchette itself is a con-
tinuous strip from one side of each finger to the
other, having no seams therein to irritate the
wearer and adjacent fourchettes on adjacent fin-
gers are sewed with outturned seams. Near the
tips of the fingers, the seams are jinturned to pre-
sent a finer and more finished: appearance. At

_ this point the seams do not:bear with such pres-
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sure on the finger and it is theréfore not neces-
sary to have the seams turned out.

With these and other objects in view, my in~
vention consists in the construction, arrange-
ment and combination of the various elements of
the glove whereby the objects contemplated are
attained as hereinafter more fully set forth,
pointed out in my :claims, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the back of the
glove; ‘

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the palm;

Figure 3 is s perspective view of the thumb

_.and g portion of the remainder of the glove;
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Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on line 4—4
of Figure 2; . :
Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on line 5—5

' of Figure 2, and
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Figure 6 is a sectional view taken on line 6—6

_of Figure 2. .

Referring In detail to the drawings, the glove
includes a palm 12 of leather or other relatively

' non-stretchable material having usual extensions

{4 forming the front surfaces of the finger stalls,
and an extension 18 forming the front surface. of
the thumb stall,” The back portion of the glove is
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indicated in its entirety by the numeral 18, and
comprises a main part 20 covering the back of
the hand proper, and integral extensions 22 for
forming the back surfaces of the four finger stalls.
Another portion 24 covers the back of the thumb
and extends from the tip of the thumb to the
wrist. A longitudinal strip 26 of leather, or the
same material of which the palm is made, is se-
cured at 28 to the edge of the palm at the base
of the forefinger, and leads upwardly and. ter-
minates at the wrist. The portions 28 and 24
may be one piece and the strip 26 sewed thereto,
or these portions may be separate pieces secured
together by the strip 26.

The back portion 18 is of elastic material, as

above mentioned, and is two-way stretch’ mate- -

rial, that is, it stretches in cross directions. In
the preferred embodiment of the present inven-

tion, the elastic material 18 is arranged so that-

the directions of stretching are longitudinally
of the hand and transversely of the hand. The
bresent invention includes arranging the elastic
material I8 so that the directions of stretching
are-diagonal, or, in other wards, on ‘the bias, if
that should become desirable. :

As Is-common in making gloves, fourchettes 30
enclose the sides of the finger stalls, and are se-
cured to the:edges of the extensions 14 of the
palm;,-and to the extensions 22 of the elastic ma-
terlal 18. These fourchetfes. are preferably
leather or relatively non-stretchable material and
each is & single, continuous piece extending from
the base of the finger completely around the
finger to the base of the finger on the opposite
side; adjacent. fourchettes gre secured: together
by outturned seams 35. The seams 32 between
the fourchettes 30 and the front surfaces i4 of
the finger stalls:are also out-turned, as shown
in Figures 2 and 4, to present a smooth surface
for contacting the fingers. Toward thetips of the
fingers these seams are turned in, as indicated at
34-in Figures 2 and 6. The inturned seams at the
tips of the fingers present a finer and: smoother
appearance; and it is not so essential at this point
for presenting a smooth. surface. formed by out-
turned seams toward the fingers;

The: seams indicated at 86 between the: four-
chettes 30 and extensions 22 of the elastic mate-
rial are lap seams, as showrn in Figures 1 and 4,
for enclosing the raw edges of the elastic mate-
rial so that they are not exposed to wear and
consequent fraying. These contintous lap seams
36 extending around the fingers furnish moccasin
tips, which add to the glove’s appearance. Al-
though the material making up the fourchettes
is relatively non-elastic, it ean be worked. to the
shape of the finger tips. Other seams between
the non-elastic material and the elastic mate-
rial are ldp seams for enclosing the edges of

the elastic material. These seams include: those:

made by the strip 26, and the. seam 38 between
the palm and the elastic portion 24; as well as
the seam between the palm and the elastic por-
tion 28 on the opposite side of the - hand.

Due to the fact that the elastic material which
is in the form of a fabric is more subject to wear
than the leather, g strip 40 is secured at the point
28 to the front piece or palm along the thumb,
to-and around the tip thereof, as indicated at 42..
The edge of the palm at this point is the edge of
the single piece of material forming the. front of
the glove, and does not extend around the thumb
sufficiently to protect the fabric or elastic mate-
rial 24 when the user grasps a golf club. There-
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fore, this strip 40 furnishes that additional beat-
ing surface desired.

Figure 5 shows a sectional view of the fourth
finger employing only one fourchette 44. The
same is true of the forefinger, since on one side
of the finger the material forming the palm is
brought around far enough to furnish the side
surface. :

The upper part of the back piece 20 is split as
shown at 46, and the tips formed thereby at the
wrist are provided with a snap 48 for securing
them together after the glove is put on. The
edges of the split portion 46, and the margin of
the glove at the wrist, are turned in to form a
seam or furnished with a binding material to
preserve the edges of the elastic material,

A. snug fit is desired in sports, such as golf,
and it is not always possible to obtain gloves to
fit. each sized hand. The elastic material 18 en-
ables any particular size of glove to fit different
sizes of hands within certain limits. In addition,
leather gloves, although normally relatively non-
stretchable, stretch to a certain degree after pe-
riods of ‘use. The elastic material 18 serves to
keep the glove fitting snugly on the whole hand,
including the fingers and thumb. When the hand
is doubled or clinched, the back of the hand as-
sumes a greater dimension, and in the case of
gloves having a non-elastic back, the material
in-order to follow the hand as it is clinched, must
be drawn. from the top at the wrist or from the
palm around the fingers; in such a case when
the user has grasped. a golf club and doubles his
hand, the material on the front surface of the
hand slides and prevents him from obtaining an
accurate hold. In the present case as the hand
is doubled, the elastic material 18 stretches and
follows the back surface of the hand and the
front surfaces 14 of the finger stalls follow the
front surface of the fingers and do not slide
thereon. Stretching longitudinally of the hand is
more effective for enabling the glove to conform
to the hand, as described above, than stretching
transversely of the glove, although. stretching
transversely of the glove aids considerably in per-
mitting the glove to conform to the hand. Both
directions of stretching aid in. enabling the glove
to fit. different sized hands.

While I have herein shown and described a

‘preferred-embodiment of my invention, manifestly

it is capable .of modification and rearrangement
of elements without departing from the spirit and
scope thereof. I do not therefore wish to be
understood as limiting this invention to.the precise
form herein disclosed, except as T may. be so lim-
ited by the appended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. In a glove of the class deseribed, a relatively
non-elastic palm, and a back portion of elastic
material; said back portion covering substantially
the whole back of the hand and the back of the
thumb, said elastic material being stretchable in
a direction longitudinally of the hand, and. a, re-
inforcing. member of relatively non-elastic ma-
terial leading from the palm of the forefinger to
the wrist, dividing the elastic material on the back
of the hand and thumb into separate portions.

2. In a glove of the class.. described, a .rela-
tively non-elastic palm, and .a back .portion of
elastic material, said back: portion. covering. sub-
stantially the whole back of the hand and the
back .of the thumb, said elastic material being
stretchable in . directions longitudinally and
transversely of the hand, and a.reinforcing mem-

76 ber.of relatively non-stretchable material leading
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from the palm of the forefinger to the wrist,
dividing the elastic material on the back of the
hand and thumb into separate porticns.

3. A glove of the class described, comprising,
a relatively non-elastic palm, and an elastic back,
said elastic back being two-way stretch material,
said elastic back covering substantially the whole
back of the hand and the back of the thumb, and
a reinforcing relatively non-elastic strip leading
from the forefinger to the wrist, dividing the
elastic material on the back of the hand and
thumb into separate portions.

4. A glove of the class described, comprising,
s relatively non-elastic palm, and an elastic
back, said elastic back heing two-way streteh
material, said elastic back covering substantially
the whole back of the hand and the back of the
thumb, a reinforcing relatively non-elastic strip
leading from the forefinger to the wrist, dividing
the elastic material on the back of the hand
and thumb into separate portions, and a reinforc-
ing strip leading from the ferefinger to the fip

of the thumb and joining the non-elastic material-

of the palm and the elastic material on the back
of the thumb.

5. A glove of the class described, comprising,
a non-elastic palm, an elastic back portion cover-
ing the back of the hand and the four fingers, said
clastic material being two-way stretch material,
and fourchettes of non-elastic material on the
sides of the four finger stalls secured to the palm
material and the back material, the fourchette
for each finger stall being continuous, and the
adjacent fourchettes being secured together at
the base of adjacent finger stalls, the seams be-
tween adjacent fourchettes being out-turned.

6. A glove of the class described, comprising,
a leather palm, a two-way stretch fabric back por-
tion covering the back of the hand and the four
fingers, and leather fourchettes on the sides of
the four finger stalls secured to the palm ma-
terial and the back material, the fourchette for
each finger stall being continuous and the ad-
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jacent fourchettes being secured together ab the
base of adjacent finger stalls, the seams between
the fourchettes and the palm material being out-
turned from the base of the finger stalls to points
near the tips thereof, and being inturned around
the tips thereof.

7. A glove of the class described, comprising,
a leather palm, a back piece of fabric material
covering substantially the whole back of the
hand, the back of the four fingers and the back
of the thumb, the leather palm being secured to
the fabric back piece on the outer side thereof
to enclose the edges of the fabric back piece and
prevent fraying thereof, the upper part of the
fabric back piece being split longitudinally of the
hand, the marginal edges of the split portion
and the marginal edge of the back piece at the
wrist having binding material secured thereto,
and snap means for securing the marginal edges
of the split portion together.

8. A glove of the class described, comprising
a relatively non-elastic palm, said palm having
an outline shape defining the shape of the glove,
and a back portion of elastic material, sald elastic
material being of substantially the same outline
shape as said palm and covering the whole bhack
of the hand, thumb and fingers, to points closely
adjacent the tips of the thumb and fingers, said
elastic material being stretchable in directions
transversely and longitudinally of the hand.

EDWARD C. LINDFELT.
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