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This invention relates to a standard and base assembly
which permits adjustment of the top of the standard about
the axis of the standard.

The principal object of this invention is to provide a
standard and base assembly which is simple, strong, and
permits adjustment of the object carried at the top of
the standard to any desired position with respect to the
base.

Another object is to provide a low cost, functional
standard and base assembly which incorporates modern
design.

Another object of this invention is to provide an at-
tractive, useful point-of-sale advertising and display de-
vice.

Another object is to provide a device of the character
described which can be shipped with a minimum of waste
space and can be easily assembled.

Other objects and advantages will be pointed out in, or
be apparent from, the specification and claims, as will
obvious modifications of the single embodiment shown
in the drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is an elevation of a display device incorporating
my invention;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary elevation
section;

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 are enlarged sections taken on lines
3—3, 4—4, 535, respectively, of Fig. 1;

Fig. 6 is a top view of the device showing various ad-
justed positions in dotted lines;

Fig. 7 is a section taken on line 7—7 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 8 is an exploded perspective of the base assembly;

Fig. 9 is a section taken on line 9—9 of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 10 is a section taken as indicated by line 10—10
in Fig. 9.

Considering the drawings in detail, the base portion
includes two leg and support members 10, 12 having the
general shape of an inverted U. Both members are flat-
tened and apertured at the center as shown in Figs. 3, 7,
and 8. Leg member 10 is flattened so as to permit the
fiattened portion of member 12 to pass thereunder with the
main support portion of member 12 in the same general
plane as the support portion of member 10 to provide a
firm, planar support for base plate 14. The base plate is
centrally apertured to receive bolt 16 which holds the plate
and members 10, 12 in assembled position when wing nut
18 is tight (Fig. 7). The base plate is also provided with
holes to receive the upright rods projecting from the base
members 18, 12. Thus rods 20, 22 are butt welded to
base member 10 and project through cooperating holes
in plate 14 and rods 24, 26 are butt welded to member 12
to project up through cooperating holes in the plate.
Therefore, the plate is secured to the base members and
the upright rods hold the plate against rotation.

The uvpright rods 20, 22, 24, 26 are made to pass
through a resilient collar 28 having a small inside di-
ameter to closely confine the rods, thus causing the rods
to naturally spiral upwardly from the base. The tips of
the rods are received in cooperating holes in the under-
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side .of top member or cap 30. These holes are drilled
at a slight angle to easily but snugly receive the rods in
the position the rods naturally assume passing through
the collar. In this position each rod has made approxi-
mately 180° turn as may be seen in Fig. 5 in particular.

A display sign 32 may be mounted in a slot in cap 30
and. the sign may ‘be adjusted over approximately 180°
(as shown in Fig, 6) from the normal position. When the
cap is turned from .the normal position greater twist is
‘imparted to the rods causing them to cant in the holes
and increase the friction between the walls.of the holes
and the rods. This added friction plus the friction oc-

.casioned by the collar gripping the rods will hold the sign

in any position within .about 180° range of the normal
position with the 180° "being taken in the direction im-
parting greater twist to the rods (the direction of the ar-
rows in Fig. 6). If the sign is twisted in the opposite
direction (clockwise in Fig. 6) a number of degrees less
than 180° the rods are brought closer to a straight posi-
tion and will not hold such a position. Therefore, on
release the rods will return to the normal position. If
the rotation (clockwise) is continued past 180° from the
pormal a twist opposite to the illustrated twist is im-
parted and the rods, on release, will go to a second normal
position retaining the new direction of twist and approxi-
mately 360° counterclockwise of that shown in the draw-
ings. Thus the twist is reversed. It will be apparent that
there are two normal positions in which the rods are
twisted in opposite directions. In either normal position
the rods have about 180° twist and may be moved to any
position between 180° and 360° of twist and the friction
will hold the rods and sign in any such position. Thus the
total range of adjustment is over about 360°. This per-
mits the base to be placed as desired Without limiting the
position of the sign. Therefore, the base can be placed
to make the best use of floor space and the sign placed
for most effective display.

The present assembly is designed for merchandise dis-
play. Thus cartons of merchandise can be stacked on the
base about the narrow standard. The rods naturally as-
sume graceful curves quite in keeping with modern de-
sign and are, therefore, attractive when exposed as mer-
chandise is taken from the stack. The resilient collar
may be moved up or down to vary the proportions and
curves to suit the esthetic senses of the individual. It will
be appreciated that this standard could readily be adapted
to support a lighting unit, for example, to provide a lamp
of modern design. A directional light could be used since
the adjustability of the standard would permit adjusting
the “throw” of the light. .

As shown and described, the rods are butt welded to
the top of the support members but in practice it has
been found expedient to weld to the side of the members.
Such construction is easier and cheaper but does not
affect the principles involved. The base plate may be
fabricated of fiberboard or the like to keep the cost down.
It will be noted that all parts (except the cap 30) are
substantially flat when the unit is “knocked down.”
Therefore, the assembly may be shipped flat with a mini-
mum of waste space. The collar may be rubber or plas-
tic and the cap 39 may be wood or molded plastic but
should resist the tendency of the rods to rout out the
holes into which the rods project.

It will be appreciated that various changes in construc-
tion can be made without departing from the spirit of
this invention. For example, a greater or lesser number
of rods could be employed and other means for assembly
of the parts could be used. The holes in cap 30 need not
be inclined but assembly is then more difficult. The dis-
advantage of this added difficulty is offset in some cases
by the increased friction between the rods and cap.
Accordingly, the scope of this invention is rot to be limited
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to the single embodiment shown but is to be limited only
by the scope of the claims.

I claim:

1. A standard comprising, a plurality of rods project-

ing upwardly from spaced points, a cap provided with &

spaced holes receiving the upper ends of the rods, the
spacing of the holes in said cap being less than the spacing
of the lower ends of the rods and the axes of the holes in
the cap being angularly related to the central axis of the

standard to snugly receive the upper ends of the rods, and 10

a resilient collar encircling the rods intermediate the ends
of the rods and drawing the rods together and acting to
impart a twist to the rods about the central axis.

2. A base and standard assembly comprising, a base

including horizontal support means and vertical leg 15

means, a plurality of upright rods connected to said base
and spaced from each other, a cap having spaced holes
receiving the upper ends of said rods, and a resilient col-
lar encircling and closely confining the rods intermediate

the ends of the rods, the spacing of the holes being less
than the spacing between the lower ends of the rods but
greater than the spacing between the rods where the collar
encircles the rods.

3. An assembly according to claim 2 in which the axes
of said holes in said cap are angularly related with respect
to the central axis of the standard formed by said rods.
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