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1. 

The present invention relates to the general 
class of Supports, stands, or portable receptacles, 
and more specifically to an improved collapsible 
Wire basket which while well adapted for various 
purposes and uses is especially designed as a 
floral basket for receiving and retaining flowers 
or a Vase in which the flowers are contained. 
The parts of the basket are fashioned, prefer 
ably, from metallic wire stock of appropriate di 
ameter or gauge, and the parts are united into 
separable frames or sections which may readily 
be interlocked and jointed together to effect a 
pleasing and ornamental appearance for the bas 
ket. 
As is Well known, rigidly constructed and non 

Separable Wire baskets of this type are of neces 
sity cumbersome and awkward to handle, and in 
storing, as well as in shipping, they occupy and 
require desirable space far out of proportion to 
the actual shape and size of the basket. For in 
stance, when in use the feet of the basket must 
Spread a considerable distance in various direc 
tions to prevent the basket from toppling over 
under weight of the flowers; and together with 
the usual handle of the basket, such a basket 
for shipping purposes requires a cumbersome 
carton or package of comparatively great size 
and shape. 
The present invention was conceived and phys 

ically embodied in commercial baskets of the 
knockdown or collapsible type having separable 
Sections or frames including resilient parts by 
means of which a pair of fiat frames may manu 
ally be assembled and their respective parts rig 
idly united and interlocked to provide a substan 
tial and durable basket of this type. 
The invention consists in certain mechanical 

Structures and combinations and arrangements 
of parts as will hereinafter be described and more 
particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings I have illus 

trated One complete example of a physical emi 
bodiment of my invention wherein the parts are 
combined and arranged in accord with one mode 
I have devised for the practical application of 
the principles of the invention. It will however 
be understood that changes and alterations are 
contemplated and may be made in these exem 
plifying drawings and mechanical structures, 
within the scope of my claims, without depart 
ing from the principles of the invention. 

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of one of the 
handle-frames. Figure 2 is a view in elevation 
of one of the body-frames. Figure 3 is an edge 
view of a portion of a handle-frame illustrating 
a Welded joint, 
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Figure 4 is a perspective view showing the 

manner of initially interlocking the handle 
frame and the body-frame. Figure 5 is a per 
spective view of the basket; and 

Figure 6 is an exploded view in perspective 
showing the interlocking means for the two sec 
tions of the basket. 
In the process of manufacturing the basketS 

Suitable tools and appliances are employed for 
making the standardized parts of the baskets, 
which are cut from wire stock, and the parts are 
assembled and welded together into two types 
of frames, as a handle-frame and a body-frame, 
for joint use. The handles and the body-frames 
are separately made; then the handles are Welded 
to the body frames to form handle-frames; and 
the basket is completed by interlocking a body 
frame with a handle-frame to provide a resili 
ently jointed basket. 

For storage purposes at the factory the tall 
and flat handle-frames, and the shorter flat 
body-frames, may readily be stacked in separate 
tiers; for shipping purposes the frames may be 
shipped in separate stacks, or a handle-frame 
and a complementary body-frame may be 
packed flat in a carton or parcel-post package; 
and finally, without the use of skilled labor, a 
handle-frame and a body-frame may be united 
and interlocked to insure a durable, light-weight, 
and stable basket, which may readily be knocked 
down if desired. 
The wire handle is preferably bent from 

stock material to form a loop of desirable size 
with its ends terminating in vertically ar 
ranged inwardly curved or semi-circular attach 
ing hooks 2, 2, which hooks when made of metal 
may be welded to a complementary body-frame 
of the basket. 
The basket comprises tWO duplex or Standard 

ized wire frames of Wenturi shape, and these two 
body-frames are equipped. With complementary 
and coacting resilient interlocking parts that 
form. Substantial jointS uniting the frames to 
form a rigid knock down structure. 
Each frame is made up of a pair of opposed 

Wires which are fashioned on the lines of com 
pound curves to form upper outspreading arms 
3, 3 that terminate at their upper ends in out 
Wardly curved semi-circular hooks 4. 
For attaching a handle to a frame the two 

hooks of a handle are brought into contact with 
the two hooks of the frame, and the pairs of 
hooks are Welded together as at W to form a 
substantial joint that permanently fixes the 
handle On the frame to provide a handle-frame 
for the basket, 
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The lower portions of the two wires of a frame 
diverge outwardly from the neck portion of the 
basket to form two legs, as 5, and these legs each 
terminates in a bend 6 which merges with a hori 
Zontally disposed end T that forms a foot or sup- 5 
port for the basket. 
The two opposed wires or uprights of a body 

frame, at the reduced or neck portion of the 
basket are connected or united by a short cross 
bar 8, of resilient wire, which at its opposite ends 
is Welded as at W to the uprights of the frame, 
and the Cross bar 8 of one of the frames is fash 
ioned With a central upper notch 9. 
The feet 6, 6, of the body frame are connected 

or united by a longer Cross bar () of resilient ma- lis 
terial, and the ends of this longer cross bar are 
secured to the feet in suitable manner as by weld 
ing at W. The longer cross bar () is also pro 
Wided With an attaching or interlocking notch 
as extending into the under side of the cross 
bar. 
The flat, duplex frames are of similar construc 

tion and shape, except for the location of the 
interlocking notches that are utilized in fastening 
together a pair of the frames. 
Thus in the frame to which the handle is at 

tached to form the handle-frame of Fig. 2 the 
short, resilient cross bar f2, which is welded at 
its ends to the uprights of the frane, is fashioned 
with a central lower notch 3; and the longer 30 
resilient cross bar 4, which is welded at its ends 
to the feet of the frame, is fashioned with an 
upper central notch f. 
The cross bars 8 and f2 are spaced equidistant 

above the two bars 0 and 4; and the upper 
notch 9 contacts and engages a lower notch 3, 
while the lower notch of bar f0 engages the 
upper notch 5 of bar 4. 
By coaction of the pairs of notches the two 

frames are united in a Substantial and rigid 
nannel, the crossed upper bars 8 and 2 form a 
Seat for a vase or other receptacle, and the 
crossed bars ) and is together with the feet 
6, 6, form a wide-spread ground-engaging bear 
ing or support for the basket. . . t 
The method of assembling, as well as the man 

ner of collapsing, or knocking down and disen 
gaging the frames is illustrated in Fig. 4, Where 
one frame, as the handle-frame is held upright 
in the left hand. The second frame is grasped in 
the other hand and held in flat horizontal posi 
tion. The left-side Wire with its hook 4 in ad 
vance is inserted into the Space between the 
upper and lower cross bars of the first frame, and 
then the Second fiane is advanced through this 
space to bring its cross bars perpendicular to 
and resting upon the cross bars of the first frame, 
Then the second frame is turned upwardiy and 
toward the left With its transversely extending 
cross bars in sliding and frictional engagement 60 
with the cross bars of the first frame until the 
two pairs of compleinentary notches are en 
gaged. Due to the resiliency of the equidistant 
upper and lower cross bars as they slide in fric 
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4. 
tional contact, the bars are spaced to permit this 
movement, and when the notches are engaged the 
resiliency of the cross bars is instrumental in 
clamping together the interlocked bars to main 
tain them in rigid relationship. 

For collapsing the two frames from upright in 
terlocked position, the first frame is held in the 
left hand and the Second frame is grasped in the 
right hand; downward pressure is applied to the 
second frame, thus depressing the lower resilient 
cross bar of the first frame and thereby disen 
gaging the upper notches. The Second frame is 
then turned downwardly to the right, to hori 
Zontal position, slid to the left, and then turned 
to withdraw the left hand wire, foot first, from 
the first frame. 
Having thus fully described my invention, What 

I claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. In a knockdown floral basket, a pair of body 
frames each consisting of two upright laterally 
spaced wires forming upper diverging arms and 
lower diverging legs, said legs terminating in in 
turned feet and said arms terminating in in 
turned and curved hooks, a loop-handle having 
its open ends welded to the hooks of one frame, 
each frame having an upper short horizontal 
cross bar welded to its wires and a lower resilient 
longer cross bar welded to its feet, said frames 
being disposed in diametrical relation, and the 
cross bars of one frame having centrally ar 
ranged notches interlocked with complementaly 
notches on the other frame. 

2. In a knockdown basket, the combination 
with a pair of flat, upright diametrically arranged 
duplex wire frames adapted to receive a floral 
receptacle, each said frame having a pair of out 
spreading arms, a pair of diverging legs and 
supporting feet for the legs, of a pair of Vertically 
spaced and resilient cross bars welded at their 
opposite ends to each frame, and quick-detach 
able means coacting with each conjoining pair 
of cross bars for fastening together the frames. 

3. A wire basket adapted to receive a floral 
receptacle and consisting of a Separable pair of 
diametrically arranged fiat Wenturi-Shaped 
frames, each frame comprising a pair of resilient 
vertically spaced horizontal croSs bars, the con 
plementary bars of said frames being Crossed at 
the central vertical axis of the basket, and Said 
crossed bars having interlocking means for de 
tachably uniting the frames. 
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