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3 Claims.

The present invention relates to new and use-
ful improvements in tables of the crossed leg type
and has for its primary object to provide, in a
manner as hereinafter set forth, a table of this

5 character which may be conveniently folded when
not in use and which, when folded, will occupy a
minimum of space.

Another very important object of the invention
is to provide a table of the aforementioned char-

10 acter embodying novel means for securing the
device in folded position.

Other objects of the invention are to provide a
folding table of the character described which
will be comparatively simple in- construction,

15 strong, durable, light in weight and which may be
manufactured at low cost.

All of the foregoing and still further objects
and advantages of the invention will become ap-
parent from a study of the following specifica-

9o tion, taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings wherein like characters of reference
designate corresponding parts throughout the
several views, and wherein:

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a table

95 constructed in accordance with the present in-
vention, showing said table in folded position.

Figure 2 is a view in end elevation thereof.

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view through the
upper portion of the invention.

30 TFigure 4 is a detail view in bottom plan, show-
ing the latch for securing the substantially U-
shaped member when the table is folded.

Figure 5 is a detail view in perspective of the
substantially U-shaped member or bar constitut-

35 ing an important part of the invention,

Figure 6 is a detail view in perspective of the
brace which pivotally connects the crossed legs.

Figure 7 is a detail view broken away in sec-
tion, showing the means for connecting the upper

40 ends of the legs to the rods.

Figure 8 is a full width cross-sectional view
taken along line 8—8 of Figure 3 looking in the
direction of the arrows on said line.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will

45 pe seen that the embodiment of the invention
which has been illustrated comprises a substan-
tially rectangular metallic frame | having secured
thereon a top 2. Mounted beneath the frame |
and top 2 are spaced, parallel intermediate and

50 outer bars 3 and 4, respectively. The bars 3 and
§ have formed longitudinally therein slots 5 the
purpose of which will be presently set forth.

Extending through one end portion of the bars
3 and 4 is a rod 6 which is secured against longi-

55 tudinal movement by suitable collars 1. The

(CL 311—83)

reference. numeral 8 designates a rod which is
mounted to travel in the slots 5§ of the bars 3 and
4. Pairs of crossed legs 9 are connected at their
upper -ends to the rods 6 and 8. As shown to
advantage in Fig. 7 of the drawings, the rods §
and 8 terminate in headed trunnions 18 on which
the legs 9 are mounted. The pairs of legs 8 are
pivotally connected at an intermediate point
through the medium of a brace 1i. As illustrated
to advantage in Fig. 6 of the drawings, the brace
i{ includes offset end portions {2 which are jour-
naled in the legs 9. These offset end portions {2
of the brace {i permit the legs 9 to fold to a
position alongside of the bars 4, as illustrated to
advantage in Fig. 1 of the drawings.

The end portions (2 of the brace Ii are pro-
vided with apertures I2x for the reception of
cotter pins (not shown) to retain the legs 9 on
said end portions 12. Manifestly, however, any
other suitable means may be employed for the
retention of the legs 9 on the brace portions 12
without affecting my invention.

Mounted on the rod 8 is a substantially U-
shaped, angular member {3 which straddles the
intermediate bar 3, said member having eyes or
bearings 14 on its ends which are journaled on
said rod 8. A suitable latch 15 is pivotally
mounted on one end portion of the intermediate
bar 3 for securing the member 13 against swing-
ing movement on the rod 8 when the table is
folded (see Figs. 1 and 6). Depending from the
other end portion of the intermediate bar 3 is a
pivoted hook (6 in which the free end of the
member {3 is engaged when the table is in open
position (see Fig. 4).

In operation, the table may be expeditiously
opened by releasing the free end of the substan-
tially U-shaped member 13 from the latch 15,
swinging said member upwardly on the rod 8
and then pushing on said member in 2 manner to
move said rod 8 away from the rod 6 in the slots
5 thereby opening the legs 9 and raising the top 2
to a horizontal position. The free end of the
member 3 is then engaged in the pivoted hook 16
in a manner to be supported thereby. When the
table is in folded position and the member I3 is
secured by the latch 15, it will be noted that said
member 13 extends across the brace 1§ and thus
secures the legs 8 in folded position adjacent the
top 2.

It is believed that the many advantages of a
folding table constructed in accordance with the
present invention will be readily understood and
although a preferred embodiment of the table is
as illustrated and described, it is to be understood
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that changes in the details of construction and in
the combination and arrangement of parts may
be resorted to which will fall within the scope of
the invention as claimed.

What is claimed is:

1. A table comprising a top, a plurality of
spaced parallel bars mounted beneath said top,
said bars having longitudinal slots therein, a rod
mounted in the bars adjacent one end of said
bars, a rod operable in the slots, pairs of legs con-
nected, at one end, to the end portions of the first
and second named rods, a brace extending be-

tween the pairs of legs and journaled therein for

pivotally connecting said pairs of legs for fold-
ing movement, a member pivotally mounted on
the second named rod and engageable with the
brace for securing the legs in folded position, and
means on one of the bars for securing said mem-
ber in operative position.

2. A folding table comprising a top, intermedi-
ate and outer parallel bars mounted beneath said
tep, said bars having longitudinal slots therein, a
rod mounted in one end portion of the bars, a rod
operable in the slots, foldable legs connected, at
one end, to the rods, a brace extending between
the pairs of legs and having its end portions jour-
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naled therein for pivotally connecting said legs
at an intermediate point, a substantially U-
shaped member straddling the intermediate bar
and journaled on the second named rod, said
member being engageable with the brace for
securing the legs in folded position, and a latch
mounted on the intermediate bar and engageable
with said member for releasably securing same in
operative position.

3. A table comprising a top, a rod supported
under the top adjacent to one edge thereof, a rod
parallel to the first-named rod and movable away
from and toward the same, guide means at the
underside of the top for the second-named rod,
pairs of legs connected at one end to the end por-
tions of the first and second-named rods, a brace
extending between the pairs of legs and journaled
therein for pivotally connecting said pairs of legs
for folding movement, a member pivotally
mounted on the second-named rod and engage-
4able with the brace for securing the legs in folded
position, and means at the underside of the top
to detachably secure said member in position to
retain the table in folded state.

ALBERT P. COX.

10

16

20

25



