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I, Davip BE. MORGAN, of the city of Cin-
cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State
of Ohjo, have invented a certain new and use-
tul Improvement in Book-Clamps, of which the
following is a specification:

My invention consists, generally, of two arms
sliding upon an upright and having a device
for tightening the grasp of the arms upon the
pages of a book placed between the extremi-
ties of said arms; these arms being adjusta-
ble at any point along the length of the up-
right, and being held at any desired point by
the vertical pressureupon thearmsby the afore-
said tightening device.

By this mechanism I obtain a cheap, sim-
ple, easily-adjustable, and durable hook-clamp,
which is very useful in holding open the pages
of large and cumbrous volumes, as ledgers, re-
cords, and the like.

"In the accompanying drawing, Figure I is
a view in perspective of my invention, and
Fig. II is a side elevation of the same when
employed in holding open a book.

A is the upright, made of any desirable ma-
terial. To the bottom of this standard is at-
tached a foot, B, whose whole length extends
out on one side of the upright and under the
arms fai enough to support both the standard
and arms C; and D are arms of one length,
one end of each of which is attached to the
upright A. These arms extend out on the
same side of the npright and in the same ver-
tical plane. They fit closely, but slide easily,
upon the upright A. I prefer to make the up-
right transversely of a rectangular shape, so
as to prevent the arms from turning laterally
on it; but its shape is not material. A but-
ton, P, on the top of A, prevents the arms
from sliding off. The top of the outer extrem-
ity L of the lower arm has a smooth flat sur-
face, which fits it for pressing against the out-
side of the book. In the outer extremity K
of the upper arm is a female screw, through
which passes a male screw, W. The heel of
the latter, below the extremity K, is connected
to and supports a broad foot, M, by means of
a swivel-joint.

The screw W is operated by a button, N,

placed upon its top and above the extremity
K. The tightening device may, if desired, be
attached to the lower arm D. Any equivalent
of a tightening device may be used instead of
serew W.

The button P on the upright is not a mate-
rial part of my invention.

My method of adjusting the clamp is as fol-
lows: A book,S,is opened at the desired page,
theleavesand covertobe clasped being brought
between the foot M and the extremity L of the
lower arm and are held so as to be parallel
with the table; the arm D is then slid up un-
til its outer extremity Litouches the book-cover,
and the upper arm C is slid down until the foot
presses upon the leaves; the foot is then tight-
ened upon the leaves by means of screw W.
The obligue pressure of the parts E and H of
the arms upon the upright, caused by the ex-
tremities K and L of said arms being forced
apart, holds the arms firmly at the point where
stationed. The cover and the desired number
of leaves are thus held securely open at such’
height as will not injure the back of the book.

To remove the clamp from the book or to
change the number of leaves to be held open
one need only loosen the foot M by turning
the screw W, when the arms will again be free
to slide upon the upright to such a point as is
desired.

What I claim as new is—

1. The combination of the upright A and the
arms D and C sliding thereon, substantially as
and for the purposes specified.

9. The screw W, with swiveled foot M, or
any equivalent tightening device, placed upon
one of the sliding arms, and in combination
with the other sliding arm, substantially as and
for the purposes specified.

3. The supporting -foot B, in combination
with the upright A, and the arms C and D
sliding upon said upright, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.
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