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UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent INo. 577,734, dated February 23, 189%.

Application filed July 2, 1896, Serial Mo, 597,865,

To all whom it may concery:

Beitknown that I, GEORGE W. EVRIDGE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Fort
Worth, in the county of Tarrant and State of
Texas, have invented a new and useful Stalk-
Cuttel of which the followmfr is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to stalk-cutting ma-
chinery, and aims to provide a machine for
this purpose which will be simple, compact,
and durable in construction and which will

.perform the required work in a rapid and

satisfactory manner.

For a fullunderstanding of the merits and
advantages of the invention reference is to
be had to the accompanying drawings and
the following description.

The 1mp10vement is susceptible of various
changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction without depart-
ing from the prineiple or sacrificing any of
the advantages thereof, and to a full disclo-
sure of the invention an adaptation thereof is
shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 i8 a perspective view of a stalk-
cutber especially designed for attaining the
ends of thisinvention. Fig. 2isa detail view
showing the manner of ad,]ustmo the drag or
breaker bar. Fig. 3 is a detail view showmo"
the means for securing the driving- sprocket
to a ground or suppormnfr wheel.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in the several views of the drawings by the
same reference-characters,

The frame for supporting the cutting mech-
anism may be of sultable design and, as
shown, comprises longitudinal bcus 1 and
transverse connecting-bars 2. This frame in
practice will be supported upon a sunitable
truck, farm, or road wagon and, as illus-
trated, is placed upon an axle 8, having sup-
porting-wheels 4 at its ends, and this axle rep-
resents the rear axle of the wagon or truck
employed as a means of support for the frame.
The longitudinal bars 1 are extended in the
rear of the axle and support a cutter-reel 5,
the latter consisting of a shaft 6, journaled
at or near its ends in bearings applied to the
rear end portions of the longitudinal bars 1
and blades 7, the latter appearing as arched

(No model.)

bars and secured at their terminals to the
shaft 6 and grouped around the latter and
maintained in fixed relation by means of in-
termediate braces 8. The blades are prefer-
ably formed of strips or bars of steel or iron
having their end portions bent about at right
angles and their terminals again bent and re-
ceiving the fastenings by means of which the
blades are secured to the shaft 6. The hori-
zontal portion of the blades is sharpened or
otherwise formed s0 as to act jointly with the
drag or breaker bar 9 to cut the stalks or snap
the same close to the ground.

The number of cutter-reels will depend
upon the capacity of the machine, and if only

one row of stalks is to be cut the machine

will be provided with a single cutter-reel, and
if two or more rows are to be simultaneously
cut a corresponding number of cutter-reels
will be provided, as will be readily under-
stood. The number of blades 7 to a cutter-
reel will vary according to the make and style
of the machine and may be increased or di-
minished at pleasure without departing from
the vital feature of theinvention. A sprocket-
pinion 10 is secured to an end of the shaft 6,
and a sprocket-chain 11 transmits motion
thereto from a sprocket-wheel 12, secured to
the adjacent wheel 4. This sprocket-wheel
12 is provided at intervals in its circumfer-
ential length with openings to receive clips
or fastenings 13, by means of which it is se-
cured to the spokes of the wheel 4, to. which
the sprocket-wheel 12 is applied, the clips or
fastenings 13 embracing the spokes and hav-
ing their ends threaded and passing through
the openings of the sprocket-wheel and re-
ceiving nuts by means of which the parts are
clamped and held fast. ’

The drag or breaker bar 9 is a strip or bar
of iron or steel having its end portions bent
about at right angles and pivotally connected
to the rear end portions of the bars 1, and
braces 14 have pivotal connection at their
lower ends with the bent ends of the drag or
breaker bar and have adjustable connection
at their upper ends with the bars 1, thereby
admitting of the drag or breaker bar being
adjusted by moving the upper ends of the
braces 14 and adj ustably connecting them
with the said bars 1.

As the machine is drawn over the field the
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cutter-reel will have a rotary motion imparted
thereto, and the blades 7, passing over the
horizontal portion of the drag or breaker bar,
will cut or snap the stalks and effect the de-
sired end for which the machine is devised.
By making the reel sufficiently long two or
more rows of stalks can be cut at the same
time just as well as providing a single reel
for each row of stalks.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new ig—

Astalk-cutter comprising longitudinal bars
having their rear ends extended, an axle hav-
ing supporting-wheels carrying the longitu-
dinal bars, a sprocket-wheel, clips securing
the sprocket-wheel to the spokes of a sup-
porting-wheel, a shaft journaled to the rear
ends of the longitudinal bars and having a
pinion at one end which is connected with

the sprocket-wheel by means of a sprocket-

chain, a series of blades grouped around the
shaft, each formed of a strip having its end
portions bent about at right angles and its
terminals bent outwardly and resting against
and secured to a side of the shaft, braces for
connecting the bent ends of the strips form-
ing the blades, a breaker-bar having its end
portions bent and pivotally connected with
the longitudinal bars, and braces adjustably
connecting the breaker-bar with the longitu-
dinal bars, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. EVRIDGE.

Witnesses:
J. RICHARD,
W. R. ASBERRY.
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