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To all whom i may concern: '

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM T. FENNAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing in- the
city and county of Philadelphia, State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Devices for Tapping Beer
Barrels, Casks, &c., which improvement is
fully set forth in the following speciﬁcation

- and accompanying drawings.
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My invention consists of an improved de-
vice for tapping beer barrels, casks, &c., the
novel features of which will be hereinafter
set forth, and specifically pointed out in the

_claims.

Figure1represents a vertical sectional view
of a device for tapping beer-barrels embody-
ing my invention and a portion of a barrel or
cask to which the same is applicable. Fig. 2
represents a perspective viewof my invention
in detached position. ]

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures. .

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
top or upper portion of a beer or other barrel,
cask, &c., and B my novel device or attach-
ment applied thereto, the same consisting in
the present instance of a conical- -shaped shell
G, having an end D open and tapering there-
from to 1ts other end, .which is normally
closed and is provided Wwith an interior an-
nular two-faced shoulder or flange E, having
a passage E' therethrough.

T designates a tonwue or disk which con-
stitutes a valve, the Tatter being formed in
the present instance by the cut G, which ex-
tends around the closed end of the shell C
and within the exterior periphery thereof, it
being noted that the cut G is not continuous,
but that an uncut space is left, forming the
solid portion or neck I, which is preferably
integral with said shell and with the valve or
dlsk F.

J designates a portion of a faucet or a tap

‘which is inserted in the shell C until its ex-

tremity rests upon the flange K, and K desig-
nates a pipe which is inserted through said
faucet, the upper end L of which is adapted
to have a connection leading to a bar or any
other desired place, while the lower end of
the pipe K is provided with the perforations

) M, through which the beer passes up through

the pipe K '

The operation is as follows: When it is de-
sired to tap the barrel, cask, &c., the shell C
is placed over the faucet J v,‘the end of which
rests against the flange E, and the valve F
being closed, as shown in Fig. 2. The oper-
ator now places the end of the shell C against
the bung of the barrel to be opened and dmves
the same into the barrel, the shell C and the
faucet J thus entering the bung-hole, and by
reason of the elasticity or flexibility of the

-material of the shell the same may be driven

in until a tight joint is formed between the
said shell C and the side of the bung-hole in
the top A of the barrel, and by reason of the
valve K being closed the escape of any liquid
is prevented. The pipe K, which leads to any
desired point, is now passed into the faucet
J, and a.tight joint therebetween is made in
any desired manner, said pipe K in its de-
scent.causing the valve ¥ to be pushed aside,
as seen in Fig. 1, 4nd said pipe is forced to
or toward the bottom of the barrel, so that
the fluid passes into the pipe K through the
openings M on the lower end of said pipe.
‘When the pipe K is withdrawn, the valve or
disk F, by reason of the resiliency of the por-
tion H, will instantly assume the position seen
in Fig. 2 and by withdrawing the faucet J and
the shell C the same will be ready at orce to
ta,p another barreél, by which means tapping
is quickly and effectlvely accomplished.
It will of course be understood that the
shell C,valve I, &c., are preferably made in-
tegral with eaeh othei and are composed of
1nd1a robber, gutta-percha, or some other
suitable resilient material, although I of
course do not desire to be limited in every in-
stance thereto or to be restricted always to the
exact construction hereinbefore described, as

| it is evident that changes may be made by

those skilled in the art Lhat will come within
the scope of my invention.-
_ The air is forced into the barrel, cask, &e.,
in the usual manner—for example, through
the nipple N.

Having thus described my 1nvent10n what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettere
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1. In a device for tapping barrels, an open-
ended shell, a valve or disk connected there-
with, and a two-faced flange within said shell
for said valve, the upper face forming a rest
for a faucet, adapted to be inserted in the
shell, and the lower face forming a seat for
said valve. :

2. Inadevice for tapping barrels, the com-
bination of an open-ended shell C, with a disk
orvalve I' adjacent to an end thereof, and an
internal valve-seat E having a passage E’
therethrough, said valve being addpted to
normally rest upon said seat, and said shell.
being adapted to receive a tap having a pipe
therein, said pipe being adapted to unseat
said valve.

3. In a device for tapping barrels, &c., a

hollow shell C open at one end and having the
other end normally closed, a flange E within
said shell having an opening E' therethrough,
one side of said flange being adapted to serve
as a seat for said valve F, and the latter hav-
ing a portion H common to itself and to said
shell, in combination with a tap J adapted to
be inclosed by said shell and supported upon
said flange B,and the perforated pipe K adapt-
ed to pass through said faucet and opening
E'and to discharge air into the interior of said
barrel.

" WILLIAM T. FENNAN.

Witnesses:
JOoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
‘WM. C. WIEDERSHEIM.
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