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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES B. GODFREY, 

of Milford, county of Worcester, State of Mas 
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Shelf-Rolls for Bookcases, of which the fol 
lowing description, in connection with the ac 
companying drawings, is a specification, like 
letters on the drawings representing like 
parts. 
This invention has for its object the pro 

duction of a simple, cheap and effective shelf 
roll for use in book-cases, employed to hold 
large volumes, wherein the shelves are pro 
vided with a series of rolls which project 
slightly above the upper surface and upon 
which the side cover of the book bears and is 
supported as it is slid into place on its side. 

In accordance there with myinvention con 
sists in the combination with a shelf roll for . 
book-cases, of a recessed support, and a de 
tachable roll, combined with an independent 
retaining device to keep both the roll and 
support in place, substantially as will be de 
scribed. 

Figure 1 of the drawings in plan view, and 
partly in section, represents a book-shelf with 
my invention applied thereto. Fig. 2, on an 
enlarged scale, is a top view of a shelf-rollem 
bodying my invention. Fig. 3 is a section 
thereof on the line ac, ac, and Fig. 4 is a sec 
tion on the line y, y, Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a modi 
fication in section to be described. 
As represented in Fig. 1 a shelf S is sup 

ported by the uprights A in section, the shelf 
being provided with a series of rolls and their 
supports, five being herein shown, the latter 
consisting of a support a, made preferably of 
cast metal, having parallel sides a separated 
by a recess dextending through the support, 
said recess being reduced at its ends as at d' 
and substantially conical thereat, said re 
duced portions forming bearings for a cylin 
drical roll b, also preferably of metal, and hav 
ing conical ends to form journals therefor, the 
said roll, as will be seen from Figs. 2 and 3, 
resting in the recess d, the cylindrical or cen 
tral portion of said roll projecting slightly 
above the top of the support a. The jour 
nals b' of the roll rest loosely in the bearings 
d', d', and are retained in place by suitable 

retaining devices, herein shown as headed 
screws e, which are extended through perfo 
rations in the ends of the support a, adjacent 
to the ends d of the recess, said retaining de 
vice entering the material of the shelf S, a 
shown in Fig. 3. 
The bottom d of the support is rounded and 

forms preferably the arc of a circle, whereby 
the support may be seated in a recess having 
a similarly convexed bottom, a very conven 
ient way of making said recess being to cut 
it with a saw or rotary cutter of the proper 
thickness and diameter to correspond with 
the thickness and curvature of the bottom of 
the support, the recess being of sufficient 
depth to permit the top of the support to lie 
flush with the upper surface of the shelf, as 
shown in Figs. 3, 4 and 5. 

If it is desired the ends of the support may 
be hollowed out or cut away as atd* to lighten 
the weight of the same without decreasing its 
strength. 
In Fig. 5 I have shown the roll b as covered 

With a yielding material c, such as rubber or 
felt, to form a yielding surface for the books. 
By my improved construction herein de 

Scribed I am enabled to make the rolls and 
their supports very cheaply and to readily se 
cure them to the shelves; furthermore the re 
taining device serves not only to hold the roll 
in place in its bearings in the support, but 
also to secure the latter to the shelf so that 
the shelf may be taken out or placed upon 
its edge if desired without the rolls becoming 
detached therefrom. 

If it is desired to remove any of the rolls 
Without removing the support it is only nec 
essary to loosen one of the retaining screwse 
when the corresponding end of the roll may 
be lifted off its bearings. 
The arrangement shown in Fig. 1 I have 

found very effective and convenient, the cen 
tral roll Supporting the inner edge of the book 
as it is pushed into place on the shelf. 

I claim 
1. A shelf roll for book-cases, consisting of 

a recessed Support, and a detachable roll, com 
bined with an independent retaining device 
to keep both the roll and support in place, 
substantially as described. 
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2. A shelf roll for book-cases, consisting of 
a support recessed to form bearings, a roll 
having reduced ends to rest in said bearings, 
and perforations in the support adjacent to 

5 the bearings, combined with headed retaining 
devices adapted to pass through said perfora 
tions into the shelf, and also to retain the roll 
in place, substantially as described. 

3. A shelf roll for book-cases, consisting of 
Io a longitudinally recessed removable support, 

and a detachable roll provided with journals 
to rest in the ends of said recess, combined 

with a retaining device adapted to extend 
over the journals of and keep the roll in place 
and also to secure the support to the shelf, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

CHARIES B. GODFREY. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN C. EDWARDS, 
AUGUSTA E. DEAN. 
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