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This invention relates to shirts and like articles of wearing apparel and particularly 
to tennis, cricket and other sports shirts, although equally applicable to shirts for 
ordinary wear. . . . . 
The object of the present invention is to 

prevent such articles from riding up at 
the back and in such a manner as not to 
interfere with bending and other movements 
of the wearer. - . 

A shirt or like article of wearing apparel 
according to the present invention in its 
broadest aspect is provided with means 
whereby the tail of the article may be con 
nected to the front of the article by a 
normally taut connection which passes be 
tween the legs of the wearer and such that 
such connection. becomes loose when the 
wearer bends. 
A shirt according to one embodiment of 

the invention comprises an extensible band 
which is attached to the front of the shirt 
by one end at a point just below the apex 
of the usual front opening of the shirt. 
The free end of this band is provided 

with means such as one or more buttons, 
clips or other forms of fastening device 
to which is adapted to be secured an exten 
sion on the lower edge of the tail of the 
shirt. 
The band on the front of the shirt may be 

made extensible by fitting a length of 
elastic or elastic webbing within a pocket 
forming part of or interposed in the length 
of the band such pocket being of a greater 
normal length than the elastic so as to per 
mit of extension to a controlled extent. 
By means of such an arrangement the 

shirt may be put on over the wearer's head 
in the usual manner, riding up of the tail 
during wear is prevented and the connection 
which is normally taut becomes loose auto 
matically when the wearer bends forward. 
To enable the invention to be clearly 

understood an embodiment of the same will 
now be described by aid of the accompany 
ing drawings in which:- 
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Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a shirt 
according to the present invention showing 
the parts in the unconnected position. 
Fig.2 is a similar but fragmentary view 

of the shirt showing the band and tail 
connected. 
In the drawings a represents the body of 

the shirt and b the usual front overlap con 
taining the button-holes. 

Affixed to the shirt at the bottom edge of 
this overlap is a band c a portion d of which 
forms a receptacle for a length e of elastic 
or elastic material. This elastic when unex 60 tended is shorter in length than the portion 
d containing it and such elastic serves to 
connect the upper portion to the lower por- . 
tion of the band. The band is thus ren 
dered extensible to an extent equivalent to 
the length of the portion d. The lower 
portion of the band c is provided at inter 
vals with buttons for other equivalent fast 
ening devices so that the tail g of the shirt 
may be affixed to the band by its lower edge 
h, which in the example shown is provided 
with a button-hole for the purpose. 
So that the tail of the shirt may be passed 

between the wearer's legs for the purpose of 
Securing the tail to the band Y such tail is 
made longer than the front of the shirt and 
substantially pear-shape as shown the point 
or apex being central of the shirt and form 
ing the extreme lower edge of the tail. 
By means of this construction the ex 

tended portion or lower end of the tail of 
the shirt when affixed to the band c is 
caused to overlay the bottom portion of 
the front of the shirt as shown clearly in 
Fig. 2 to an extent dependent upon the par 
ticular button out of the series of buttons 
to which such tail is affixed. 

In consequence of the attachment of the 
band c to a point intermediate the length 
of the front of the shirt in conjunction with 
a tail of greater length than the front of 
the shirt the result is attained that the loop formed by affixing the apex of the tail to 
the band a automatically becomes slack 
when the wearer stoops or bends forward. 
This is one of the essential features of 

the present invention and one that is not 
attained with a shirt having the front and 
tail of the same length and affixing the two 
together by their lower edges, a construc 
tion which is adopted in the well known 
combination of a shirt and pants, which 

head as with the shirt according to the 
present invention. 
In use a shirt according to the pres 

ent invention may be so adjusted that the 
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latter and known garment cannot be put 
on by passing the same over the wearer's 
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tail when affixed to the band is slightly taut 
when the wearer is in an upright position, 
the required “give” being afforded by the 
elastic connection e. 
What I claim is:- 
A shirt comprising a front portion and 

a back portion, said front portion adapted 
to be opened at the front above the waist 
line, a band attached to one edge of the 
front portion having a set of button holes 
therein for buttoning onto a set of buttons 
attached to the other edge of the front 
portion, said band exending below the open 
ing of the front portion of the shirt and 
having a set of buttons attached thereto, a 
pear-shaped tail of greater length than the 
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front portion of the shirt, the apex of which 
forms the extreme bottom edge of said tail, 
and a button hole in said apex adapted to 
be secured to one of a plurality of buttons 
fastened to and extending up the lower 
portion of the band whereby said tail may 
be passed between the legs of the wearer 
and secured by its apex to one of said but 
tons, and resilient means above said second 25 
set of buttons to allow the said tail a cer 
tain amount of play and to take up any 
outward bulge of the front when the wearer 
stoops or sits down. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa- 80 

ture. 
ERNEST HIGGNS. 
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