EP 3 096 015 A1

(19)

Europdisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(43) Date of publication:
23.11.2016 Bulletin 2016/47

(21) Application number: 16169754.5

(22) Date of filing: 16.05.2016

(11) EP 3 096 015 A1

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) IntClL:

F04C 2/14(2006.01) F04C 15/06 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AL AT BEBG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FIFRGB
GRHRHUIEISITLILTLULVMC MKMT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States:
BA ME
Designated Validation States:
MA MD

(30) Priority: 20.05.2015 1T UB20150848

(71) Applicant: Casappa S.p.A.
43044 Collecchio (Parma) (IT)

(72) Inventor: GUIDETTI, Marco
43123 PARMA (IT)

(74) Representative: Monelli, Alberto
c/o BUGNION S.P.A
Largo Michele Novaro, 1/A
43121 PARMA ITALY (IT)

(54) GEAR PUMP

(57) A gear pump comprising:

-a housing compartment (20) of said gears which transfer
energy to a fluid crossing the pump (1);
-afirstconduit(21) which develops from the housing com-

partment (20), in a first operating mode said first conduit
(21) being a delivery conduit;

-a first stiffening rib (31) that crosses said first conduit
(21) and divides the flow of fluid into at least two parts.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a gear pump

and a method for constructing it.

[0002] Gear pump means a pump in which the change

in volume induced by the meshing of two bodies is ex-

ploited to transfer energy to a fluid passing through the

pump.

[0003] There are known gear pumps comprising:

- a compartment housing the bodies which transfer
energy to the fluid passing through the pump;

- an aspirating conduit which causes the fluid to be
treated to enter the housing compartment;

- adelivery conduit which causes the fluid under pres-
sure to exit the housing compartment.

[0004] One drawback of gear pumps is tied to the need
to reinforce the delivery conduit, since greater pressures
occur in that zone. In this way both stress and deforma-
tions are reduced to the advantage of correct functioning,
but the overall dimensions of the pump are increased
because of the larger thicknesses required.

[0005] In this context, the technical task at the basis of
the present invention is to provide a pump which enables
the overall dimensions to be reduced without penalising
the correct functioning and reliability thereof.

[0006] The stated technical task and specified objects
are substantially achieved by a gear pump comprising
the technical features disclosed in one or more of the
appended claims.

[0007] Additional features and advantages of the
present invention will become more apparent from the
approximate, and thus non-limiting description, of a pre-
ferred, but not exclusive embodiment of a gear pump, as
illustrated in the appended drawings, in which:

- figure 1 shows a front view of a pump according to
the present invention;

- figure 2 shows a view of the pump according to the
section plane F-F of figure 1;

- figure 3 shows a view of the pump according to the
section plane A-A of figure 1;

- figure 4 shows a view of the pump according to the
section plane B-B of figure 1.

[0008] In the appended figures, the reference number
1 indicates a gear pump.

[0009] Said pump 1 comprises a compartment 20
housing said gears which transfer energy to a fluid cross-
ing the pump 1. Advantageously, the gears comprise two
cogwheels that reciprocally mesh and are positioned in
the housing compartment 20. One of the gears could
possibly have external teeth and the other internal teeth.
More in general, the two gears could be rolling bodies
that interact with each other, but do not have an involute
profile (for example, a lobe pump).

[0010] The pump 1 also comprises a first conduit 21
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which develops from the housing compartment 20. In a
first operating mode said first conduit 21 is a delivery
conduit. The first conduit 21 is thus used for discharging
the fluid under pressure from the compartment 20.
[0011] The pump 1 comprises a first stiffening rib 31
that crosses the first conduit 21. The first stiffening rib 31
divides the flow of fluid into at least two parts. The two
parts reconverge downstream of said first rib 31.
[0012] Thefirstrib 31 thus serves to stiffen the delivery
conduit, minimising the tensions of the material and con-
sequently the deformations without oversizing in thick-
ness the walls of the first conduit 21. It is thus possible
to minimise the outer dimensions of the pump 1.

[0013] The first stiffening rib 31 comprises a fin 310
having an aerodynamic profile. This enables pressure
drops to be minimised. An even more important advan-
tage may be had in the case of a reversible pump, as
better explained below.

[0014] The pump 1 advantageously comprises a sec-
ond conduit 22 which terminates in said housing com-
partment 20. In the first operating mode the second con-
duit 22 is an aspirating conduit.

[0015] The pump 1 also comprises a second stiffening
rib 32 crossing said second conduit 22.

[0016] Advantageously,the pump 1isreversible. It can
thus also function in a second operating mode in which
the first conduit 21 becomes an aspirating conduit and
the second conduit 22 becomes a delivery conduit. Given
the reversibility of the pump 1, the presence of the rib 32
also in the second conduit 22 is thus important. In fact,
the second conduit 22 can also become a delivery conduit
and therefore be subject to considerable stresses due to
the fluid under pressure.

[0017] Conveniently, the second stiffening rib 32 com-
prises a fin 320 having an aerodynamic profile.

[0018] In the first operating mode, this feature serves
to minimise the pressure drops on the aspirating side in
order to reduce the risk of cavitation (in the first operating
mode the second rib 32 operates under aspiration and
the aerodynamic profile helps for that purpose).

[0019] Advantageously, the first conduit 21 and the
second conduit 22 comprise two ports 23, 24 which lie
side by side on a same wall of the pump 1, turned out-
ward. Internally of the pump the first and the second con-
duit 21, 22 extend side by side.

[0020] In an alternative embodiment, the two ports 23,
24 of the first and the second conduit 21, 22 could be
located on two distinct walls of the pump 1; in particular,
they could be lateral.

[0021] Conveniently, the first conduit 21 and the first
rib 31 are in a single monolithic body.

[0022] In the preferred embodiment, in addition to the
first conduit 21 and the first rib 31, the second conduit
22, the second rib 32 and at least a part of the housing
compartment 20 are in a single monolithic body. The sin-
gle monolithic body is advantageously made of cast iron.
The single monolithic body also defines an external cas-
ing that delimits at least in part the pump 1 from the out-
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side.

[0023] As exemplified in figure 4, the first conduit 21,
the second conduit 22, the first and second rib 31, 32
and at least a part of the housing compartment 20 are
symmetrical with respect to a median plane 4 interposed
between the first and the second conduit 21, 22.

[0024] The first rib 31 comprises:

- afirstand a second surface 311, 312 that are mutu-
ally opposite one another;

- aleading edge 313 and an exit edge 314 of the first
rib 31 which are rounded and which reciprocally con-
nect the first and the second surface e 311,312.

[0025] With respect to a path that goes from the hous-
ing compartment 20 towards an outside of the pump 1
along the first conduit 21, the first and the second surface
311, 312 comprise a portion 315 in which they are recip-
rocally divergent and a portion 316 in which they are re-
ciprocally convergent.

[0026] One of the two parts of the flow divided by said
first rib 31 skims over the first surface 311 and the other
over the second surface 312.

[0027] The first conduit 21 comprises a first delimiting
wall 25 that faces the first surface 311 and defines a
concavity turned toward the first surface 311. Analogous-
ly, the first conduit 21 comprises a second delimiting wall
26 of that faces the second surface 312 and defines a
concavity turned toward the second surface 312.
[0028] The first rib 31 connects to remaining parts of
the monolithic body at a first and a second end 317, 318
thereof, which are reciprocally opposite. Thefirstend 317
is closer to an outer surface of the pump than the second
end 318.

[0029] At least a transversal section that is intermedi-
ate with respect to the first and the second end 317, 318
has a smaller surface than a surface of the transversal
section measured at the first and second end 317, 318.
In particular, the intermediate section has a chord and/or
average thickness that is/are smaller than those of the
transversal section measured at the first and the second
end 317, 318. The above-mentioned transversal sections
are executed along planes oriented according to the di-
rection of the fluid and transversal to the direction which
joins the first and the second end 317, 318.

[0030] Ina particular example embodiment, the firstrib
31 has a larger transversal section at the first end 317
than at the second end 318. Conveniently, what was pre-
viously described with reference to the first rib 31 and/or
the first conduit 21 can be repeated for the second rib 32
and/or the second conduit 22.

[0031] The invention thus conceived enables multiple
advantages to be obtained. First of all, it permits a reduc-
tion in the overall dimensions of the pump 1. In fact, the
first rib 31 (positioned in the first conduit 21) enables the
delivery side of the pump 1 to be stiffened without rein-
forcing the thickness of the conduits. Moreover, the aer-
odynamic shape of the fin makes it possible to avoid sig-
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nificant pressure drops on the aspirating side (and the
consequent risk of cavitation) in the event that the pump
functions in a reversible mode and the first conduit 21
thus acts as an aspirating conduit. The invention thus
conceived is susceptible of numerous modifications and
variants, all falling within the scope of the inventive con-
cept characterising it. Moreover, all of the details may be
replaced with technically equivalent elements. In prac-
tice, all of the materials used, as well as the dimensions,
may be of any type, according to need.

Claims
1. A gear pump comprising:

- a housing compartment (20) of said gears
which transfer energy to a fluid crossing the
pump (1) ;

- a first conduit (21) which develops from the
housing compartment (20), in a first operating
mode said first conduit (21) being a delivery con-
duit; characterised in that it comprises a first
stiffening rib (31) that crosses said first conduit
(21) and is destined to divide into at least two
parts the flow of fluid transiting at said first rib
(31).

2. The pump according to claim 1, characterised in
that said first stiffening rib (31) comprises afin (310)
having an aerodynamic profile.

3. The pump according to claim 1 or 2, characterised
in that it comprises:

- a second conduit (22) which terminates in said
housing compartment (20), in the first operating
mode said second conduit (22) being an aspi-
rating conduit;

- a second stiffening rib (32) crossing said sec-
ond conduit (22);

the pump (1) being reversible and being able to func-
tion also in a second operating mode in which said
first conduit (21) becomes an aspirating conduit and
said second conduit (22) becomes a delivery con-
duit.

4. The pump according to claim 3, characterised in
that said second stiffening rib (32) comprises a fin
(320) having an aerodynamic profile.

5. The pump according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that said first conduit (21)
and said first rib (31) are in a single monolithic body.

6. The pump according to claim 3 or 4, characterised
in that said first conduit (21), said second conduit
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(22), said first and second rib (31, 32) and at least a
part of the housing compartment (20) are in a single
monolithic body.

The pump according to claim 3 or 4 or 6, character-
ised in that said first conduit (21), said second con-
duit (22), said first and second rib (31, 32) and at
least a part of the housing compartment (20) are
symmetrical with respect to a median plane (4) in-
terposed between the first and the second conduit
(21, 22).

The pump according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that said first rib (31) com-
prises:

- afirstand a second surface (311, 312) that are
mutually opposite one another;

- aleading edge (313) and an exit edge (314) of
the first rib (31) which are rounded and which
reciprocally connectthe firstand the second sur-
face (311,312).

The pump according to claim 8, characterised in
that with respect to a path that goes from the housing
compartment (20) towards an outside of the pump
(1) along the first conduit (21), the first rib (31) com-
prises:

-aportion (315) in which the first and the second
surface (311, 312) are reciprocally divergent;
and

-aportion (316) in which the first and the second
surface (311, 312) are reciprocally convergent.

The pump according to claim 5 or 6, characterised
in that said first rib (31) connects to remaining parts
of the monolithic body at a first and a second end
(317, 318) thereof, reciprocally opposite;

atleast atransversal section thatis intermediate with
respect to the first and the second end (317, 318)
having a smaller surface than a surface of the trans-
versal section measured between the first and the
second end.
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